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Copy of a Despatch to the Hon'ble the Court of Directors, — (No. 56, 
dated the 7th September 185S.) 

"We hare the honor to transmit a copy of a correspond- 
ence with the Go- 
vernor General’s 
Agent in Bajpoo- 
tana, respecting 
the succession to 
the Chiefship of 
Kerowiefc,- together 
Avith copies of the 
Minutes recorded thereon, as noted in the margin. 


1701 

2l8t 

22nd 

21th 


hlinntebjthe Governor General, dated 30th Angnst. 

„ „ „ Hon'ble Sir F. Carrie, „ 31st ,, 

,, „ „ „ J. Lowis, „ 2nd September. 

>1 » >1 Governor General, ,, 3rd „ 


Maharajah Nursing Pal, the young Chief of Kerowlee, 
died on the 10th of July, adopting, on the day before his 
death, a hoy who is a distant kinsman. Colonel Low has 
strongly recommended that the adoption should he recog- 
nized, and he has urged that the recognition should he 
declared at once ; hut with advertence to the orders of yom* 
Hon’ble Court respecting adoptions hy Native Princes, as 
communicated to us in your Despatch, dated 21th Janu- 
ary 1819, and to the principle laid down therein, it has 
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become a question whctliei’ we were at liberty to confirm this 
adoption witliout your previous sanction. 

Tour Hou’blc Court will observe that tlic Governor 
General and Mr. Louis consider the arguments adduced by 
them, in their Minutes, to preponderate in favor of declaring 
Kcrowlee a lapsed State, while Sir Prcdoriclc Currie is against 
such a measure. We beg to refer your Hon’ble Court to the 
several Minutes in which both the right and the policy of the 
proposed arrangements arc fully discussed, and wo shall await 
your instructions, which we hope to receive at an early date. 

Meanwhile the Governor General's Agent inJlajpoo- 
tana has been informed that wc have referred the decision 
of the question to your Hou’ble Court, aud Colonel Low has 
been instructed to enjoin on aU the leading persons of this 
State the observance of the most perfect tranquillity until 
the decision of your Hou’ble Court be received. ’ 


Copyof a Minate by the Most Noble the Governor General, — (dated the 

30th AnguBtl852.) 

The Hajah of Kerowlee, a boy of 15 years old, bas died, 
adopting, on tbe day 'before liis death, another boy, a very 
distant 'Mnsman. 

The Governor General’s 'Agent, 'Colonel Low, strongly 
recommends ‘thait ;the adoption should be recognized, and 
urges that the recognition -should be declared at once. 

But under the orders of the Court of Directors re- 
specting fadoptiou by Native Brinees, - communicated to the 
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Gorcrnmontof India ib their Despatch, dated 2 Jitli January 
1819, and having regard to the principles laid down therein, 
I question whether we arc at liberty to confi.rm. this adop- 
tion without the prenous sanction of the Court. 

Colonel Low states that he is able, from personal 
knowledge, to give assurance that Sir 0. IMetcalfe, by whom 
the existing Treaty Avith Kcrowlce was made, intended to 
place that State on the same footing as every other Hindoo 
Principality; and he adds, **aa*c know beyond all doubt when 
a head of a Hindoo family departs this life Avithout children, 
that an adopted child is always considered to occupy exactly 
the same position, and to possess precisely the same right, as 
a legitimate and acknowledged son Avould have done.” 

The Court of Directors have acknowledged the principle 
laid doAvn in these Avords so far as all private property 
or private rights are concerned; but they have denied 
the A’-alidity of an adoption for conveying succession to a 
throne and to the rights of sovereignty, nruie!.a the adop- 
tion shall have received the sanction of the supreme power. 

This principle was asserted in the case of the State of 
Sattara in 18-19. The circumstances of Kerowlee appear to 
me to resemble those of Sattara in all essential particulars. 

KcroAvlee is a small Rajpoot State near Kotah. 

A Treaty was made Arith it by the British Government 
in 1817. The supremacy of the British Government was 
practically declared therein by its remission of the tribute 
payable to the Poishwa, AA'hose rights had passed to us ; and 
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it "vvas, moreover, spccificnlly acknowledged by Kcrowlec in 
tbc 3rd Article ol the Treaty. 

Tho revenues of the State amount to about four lakhs 
a year ; it is burdened with a debt of more than six lakhs, 
of Avhich one lakh and a quarter arc due to the British 
Government. 

Tlie confusion and misgovernment which prevailed, 
rendered it necessary for us to assume the management of 
the country some time ago, and it is now under the charge 
of Mr. !Monck Mason. 

The boy adopted is of a very distant branch of the 
family ; and the adoption is admitted to have been voluntary 
and regular. 

These are the facts of the ease : — 

^^^^c-^ff^macy of the British Government over Korow- 
leel3cing established by Treaty, its sanction is confessedly 
necessary to tho validity of the adoption for conveying the 
succession to tho throne of Kcrowlec. 

The question is whether that consent can justly or 
properly be withheld. According to the decision delivered 
in the case of Sattara, I consider that it is clearly competent 
to the Government of India to withhold its sanction, if it 
shall think proper. . 

The Treaty with Kcrowlec is made with tho "Bajah 
and his descendants,” admitting that the word “ descendants” 
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\vn'« m^nnl to brnr, nntl (loi“< Ihmiv, tlu' saino signification as 
’* lu’ir> rinii f;ucr(".*^or.s’’ (wliirh Colonel J/jw asserts, hut 
whiclt may he fii^puted) ; stilt the right of the ]lritish 
Government to withhold its sanetion to the adoption in this 
ca«-i' i*; elenr. X^■^r in the ease of Sattara it tvas decided hy 
the Court c)f Directors that a guarantee of the succession 
to “ heirs and suree'.'iors*’ extended only to natural heirs, and 
not to an adopted elnhi. 

Since, then, the jiroposcd suceessor of the late Rajah 
is neither his natural heir, nor a descendant of the Rajah 
with whom the Treaty was made in ]t>l7, 1 am of ojd- 
nion that, on »'Very urotmd, the Government of India is 
justly nrrd jwopcrly entitled to refuse to recognize him, if it 
is thought expedient for the general interests of the Umpire 
to do so. 

In the Minute upon the case of Sattara in ISJS, I 
reoordi.'d my own ojdnion that the Rritish Govcxaimcnt 
should not neglect suclr rightful opportunities- , ns might 
occur, of extending its rule over Native States which feiMo 
its disposal, either hy total lapse, or Iry the succession 
depending on the recognition of an adoption. I did not 
advise that ado])tion should tmivcrsally he refused the 
sanction of the Government ; hut I was of opinion that 
it should not he admitted in Slates which recognized for- 
mally the supremacy of the British Government in India, 
unless strong political reasons should recommend the 
exception in any particular case or cases. 


M'c have to consider vvliclhcr there arc any political 
reasons which should induce the Government of India 
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to forego flic right it possesses of refusing confirmation 
to the adoption of an licir to liis throne by the deceased 
Kajah of Kerowlec. 

The arguments in favor of disallorring the adoption, 
or of recognizing it, may be shortly set fortli. 

The State of Kcrowlec has not entitled itself to 
favorable consideration by the British Government, for it 
has been troublesome, and inclined to be turbulent. 

Its internal Government has not been of such a character 
as to lead to the jjresnmption that a continuance of the Xativc 
Government there will be for the advantage of its people. 
Bor, as I have already stated, the administration was so bad, 
that we were compelled to take it into om* own hands, for 
the sake of the State itself and of the general tranquillity. 

It is not an inducement to the Government to continue 
the succession in the present family, that the nearest 
Jdn^^n to the late Rajah is more than suspeeted of 
having caused His Highness’s death by poison. 

, AT>r1 although that kinsman is not the proposed sucees- 
sor, there seems as little reason to continue the succession 
in the person of a young boy, so remote of kin, that it 
is difficult to state his relationship,-— so remote that his 
ancestor’s name has never, \mtil now, appeared in the 
pedigree of the family submitted to the Government. 

Pol* many years to come we shall have to bear the 
labor of governing this State, employing, always at incon- 
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vcnionoo, a l^rilisU Oflicor for the jnirposR ; and nl (he end of 
those years we shall, if the adoption he sanctioned, hand 
over the eo\jntry with its revenne of four lakhs, only to see 
it, in all prohahilily, fall attain into the same system, of 
imjirovidcnce and misrule which has long: prevailed under its 
Xative IVincos. 

These considerations would seem tourircthc Government 
to declare Korowh'c a lapsed State, and at once to reduce it 
to suhmission and order, which, in such case, would he 
permanent. 

On the other hand, the State is isolated, and would not 
consolidate our territories, as in the case of Sattara; though 
not a very old Slate, still it is a llajpoot rnncii)aHly, and, 
unlike the existing ^lahratta and Jlahomedan dynasties, has 
the claim of anticpiity in its favor. 

The refusal of sanction to adoption in the ease of 
Kcrowlec might create alarm and dissatisfaction in the elder 
and more powerful Stales in Rajpootana, ns being apparently 
sijrnificant of the intentions of tUo British Government 
towards themselves. 

Such an alarm would he unfounded; for I xu’csumc 
that the Government of India would not at any time ho 
disposed to interfere with the customary mode of succession 
among these old Rajpoot States, whoso antiquity, whoso 
position and feelings, would all make it our policy to 
leave them in the possession of such independence as 
they now enjOy. But although the alarm would he un- 
founded, it may possibly he considered undesirable to 
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run any risk of exciting it, by refusing to allow the adoption 
in Kerowlcc. 

Lastly, it may be urged that the Government of India 
cannot refuse sanction to this adoption, because it has twice 
recognized adoptions by the Rajahs of Kerowlee since 1817. 

The adoptions were certainly rceognized ; but upon the 
last occasion only with reluctance, and not till after hesita- 
tion and long delay. 

The arguments appear to me to preponderate in favor 
of causing Kerowlee to lapse; but as the Hon’ble Court 
may desire to continue the succession on the ground of its 
being a Rajpoot State, I do not propose to refuse at once the 
sanction of the Government to the adoption, but to refer it 
to the Court of Directors, soliciting an immediate reply. 

An immediate declaration of the final intentions of 
Government, for which Colonel Low presses, would, no 
doubt, be very desirable, if there were not good reasons for 
withholding it; and I see no more risk to the peace of 
Kerowlee in withholding it upon this occasion, than there 
was upon the similar occasion a few years ago, especially 
as the Kotah Contingent is already there, and assistance 
can be obtained from Kusseerabad if necessary. 

The reference to the Court should be made by the 
ensuing mail. 

It will be sufficient to inform the Governor General’s 
Agent that the views expressed by him regarding the clear 
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right of atlopiion by the Itajnli of a successor to his Princi- 
pality, arc not in accordance with the principle laid do'wn 
hv the llon’hlc Court of Directors in ISJO. The Governor 
General in Council, therefore, docs not feel himself justified 
in confirming the adoption without a reference to the Court 
of Directors as before. lie will inform the family and the 
leading persons at Korowlcc that a reference has been so 
made, as upon the death of the llajah in ISIS ; and hc'will 
enjoin upon them the observance of perfect tranquillity till 
the decision of the Court shall be received. 

The Governor General’s Agent has already taken precau- 
tions for preserving the peace of the country by the Military 
arrangements that have been made. If the duty is found to 
press heavily upon the Kotah Contingent, the Agent may 
obtain aid from Nnssecrabad, or perhaps borrow a Regiment 
from Scindiah’s Contingent. 


The Government of India may express with propriety 
its full concurrence in the praises bestowed by Colonel Low 
upon ;Mr. !Monck Mason, for the judgment, decision, and 
ability he has shown in these affairs. 

The letter to Colonel Low may be sent under flying 
seal to !Mr. Slason, in order to save time, as Colonel Low 
has suggested. 


(Sd.) D.vi.noTJSiE. 
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Copy of a Minute by tlie Hox’^ble Sin F. CuiiniE) Baht., — (dat^ 

the Slst August 1S53.) 

The ]\Iost Noble the Governor General bas decided that 
the qiiestion of succession to the Chiefship of this Princi- 
pality, shall not ho determined in this country but by the 
Court of Directors. Still it seems necessary that, as a 
Memb.er of the Grovernment, I should record my view as to 
the propriety of confirming the adoption which has been 
made by the late Maharajah, and as to the disposal of the 
State, in the event of that adoption being set aside. 

After full consideration of the facts set forth in these 
papers, of the arguments contained in the printed Sattara 
correspondenee, and of the Governor General’s Minute, of 
yesterday’s date on the Kerowlee succession, I am obliged 
to differ from His Lordship as to the course which justice 
and policy, in my opinion, demand that we should adopt 
on this occasion. ' 

The question is a very important one. Not so much 
with respect to the interests of tliis small Principality, or 
ours in connection with it, but as opening the question of 
the nature of our paramount rights in regard to the an- 
cient sovereignties of Hajpootana, which is involved in its 
decision, and in reference to the feelings with which the 
decision will be viewed by the Hajpoot States throughout 
Central India. 

I think that the arguments which were used in consi- 
dering the Sattara question are, in many points, not apj)li- 
cable to that now before us. ®ierc is little analogy between 
the position of the Mahratta States generally to us as the 
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paramount power, and the Rajpoot Principalities, and far 
less in regard to that of the late Sattara Raj. 


The llahratta dynasty was one of recent usurpation. 
The Sattara Principality was, in its resuscitated state, the 
offspring of our own gratuitous benevolence. The British 
Government bestowed a portion of the territory, which it 
had acquired by right of conquest, on the titular Rajah, 
whom we found in a prison; and subsequently, on account of 
his misconduct, set him aside in favor of his brother ; and 
on the death of that brother, there being no natural heir to 
the immediate object of our bounty, and the Government 
not being disposed to recognize an adopted one, we resumed 


• Dcspatcli of Court of Directors, 
dated 24tli Januaiy 1849, para- 
graph 9. 


the territory which toe had be- 
stowed, and incorporated it in our 
own possessions.’^ 


The ancient Rajpoot Princes stand in a very different 
position in regard to our paramountry, whether this be 
considered as derived from the Emperors of Dellii, or as 
appertaining to us as the de facto rulers of the Indian 
Continent, 


Kerowlee is a small and inconsiderable out-lying 
State ; but it is one of the old Rajpoot Principalities, in 
Treaty relations with us similar to those of the larger ones ; 
and the treatment it may receive, at the present juncture, 
will involve the principle in which all other Rajpoot States 
may be treated hereafter. 

I will first consider the adoption which has been 
reported to us by Colonel Low. 
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It is admitted by all- that this adoption was made in 
due form. Some days before the death of the Maharajah it 
was communicated, in the usual manner, to the represen- 
tative of the British Government : the customary khureeta to 
the Governor General was formally written and sealed by 
the Maharajah, and nothing can be objected to the boy, 
who is a distant relative of the late Maharajah, and a lineal 
descendant from the founder of the Kerowlee Baj. Nothing 
seems to me to be wanting to the legal completeness of the 
adoption, except, it may be argued, the formal recognition 
of the paramount power. 

I think the Governor General, in stating the general 
prindple of the necessity for recognition by the supreme 
power, in the 3rd paragraph of the Minute of yesterday’s 
date, has gone far beyond the statement of the Court of 
Directors, contained in paragraph 8 of the Despatch of 24th 
January 1849, to which His Lordship refers. The Court’s 
Despatch declares, "that, by the general law and custom 
of India, a dependant Principality, like that qf Sattara, 
cannot pass, &c., &c. but no more. 

I win admit, however, that the general law and 
custom of India do usually 'require the recognition of the 
paramount power, to the adoption of an heir of a depen- 
dant or protected Principality; but so do the law and 
custom require the same recognition to the succession of a 
natural heir, and I am not prepared to admit that the 
supreme power is more competent to withhold its recogni- 
tion of the one than of the other. The setting aside of 
cither must be an extraordinary act, adopted only on 
special considerations. 
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I concur, therefore, with the Governor General’s Agent, 
that the adoption in this case, by Maharajah Nursing Pal, 
of the boy Bhurt Pal, should, as an act of justice, be 
confirmed and recognized. 

But supposing it to be determined that the Govern- 
ment of India is not bound to recognize this adoption, 
and that circumstances are considered to exist rendering it 
expedient to disallow it, it seems to me impossible that 
we can, on that plea, with any semblance of good faith 
and fidelity to Treaty, declare the territory to be ours, 
and, as in the case of Sattara, annex it to the British 
dominions. 

The Kerowlee Treaty is not one of a personal character 
between the British Government and Maharajah Hurbuksh 
Pal and the heirs of his body. It is a Treaty, in my view at 
least, between the British Government and the Kerowlee 
State ; the name of Hurbuksh Pal does not once occur in 
any Article of the Treaty. The engagement is between the 
British Government on the one hand, and the Kerowlee 
Governvient on the other ; the contracting party, in each 
case, being the representative for the time being of the 
respective Government. 

It is true the English version of the Ti’eaty has, in 
Article I., the words “the Bajah of Kerowlee and his 
descendants but the Persian version of the same Article, 
which bears the seal and signatures of the contracting par- 
ties, and a note by Dr. Adam of the ratification of the 
Governor General, was " between the two Governments, from 
generation to generation for ever.” 
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It is clear that it was not tlie intention of the Treaty to 
confine and limit the succession by tlic literal meaning of the 
English word “ descendant.” Neither Colonel Low’s personal 
testimony, nor the express terms of the Persian version, are 
required to prove this. Eor Eajah Hurhuksh Pal had no 
descendant, in the literal sense of the term, when the Treaty 
was made, and never had one ; but the adoption of Pertab Pal, 
as his successor, was recognized. In like manner, Pertab Pal 
had no descendant; but the adoption of Nursing Pal was un- 
questioned, and the lad whom Nursing Pal has now adopted 
stands in precisely the same relation, collaterally, to him, 
in which he stood to Pertab Pal. 

It is evident to me, therefore, that as long as there is in 
existence a legal heir to the guddee, as lineally descended 
from Ehurum Pal, tlie first known Chief of Kcrowlee, wc 
cannot claim the territories of Kerowlee as a lapse to the 
British Government. 

I am disposed to think that this latter point has not 
been adverted to by the Governor General. His Lordship 
makes no mention of it in his Minutes, and I know that His 
Lordship’s strict sense of justice, and scrupulous feelings in 
regard to fidelity to Treaties, would prevent his advocating, 
for a moment, the appropriation of territories to which he 
conceived that another party had a just, or would adduce 
even a doubtful, claim. 

With my views of the justice of this question, I need 
hardly say that I think no argument of policy would war- 
rant our annexing these territories; but I think that the 
recognition of the adoption wiU be not only just, but politic. 



SUCCESSION TO THE KEBOITtEE CIIIEFSUIP. 


16 


The next heir, failing the adoption, seems to he Sooruth Pal, 
the father of Muddun Pal, who is strongly suspected of 
haying compassed the death of the late Maharajah; welcnow 
that Muddun Pal is ready to claim the guddee, and we must 
either allow his succession, or take steps to prove his 
delinquency, and unfitness, on that score, to succeed ; but 
having done that, we must acknowledge tlie next heir : there 
are plenty, it seems, in existence. 

If we recognize the adoption, we may take entire eharge 
of the property in behalf of the minor. This will enable us to 
put the administration on a better footing than it has been of 
late years, and to make arrangements for the payment of the 
debt due to us, and also, perhaps, for the liquidation of the 
claims of the other creditors ; the superintendence should 
not be made a charge to us, but the whole cost should be 
defrayed from the revenues of the State. 

I think the Chiefs of Rajpootana will await, with some 
anxiety, the settlement of this question. I trust, therefore, 
that the Court of Directors will not delay their decision, and 
I think that nothing should be said to Mr. Monck Mason, or 
to the Governor General’s Agent, to lead to the supposition 
that the recognition of the adoption will not be eventually 
communicated. 


(Sd.) P. Currie, 
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Copy of a Minnie liy the IIoN’nix J. Louts, — (daknl Iho 2n(l September 

1S52.) 

There avc two points in this ease of the Korowlcc 
succession, one involving the right, the oilier the expedionej*, 
of setting aside the adoption made hy the late llajah. 

After giving the whole suhjeet my host eonsidcration, I 
am of opinion that the decision of the Ilon’hlc Court on the 
Sattara succession must govern this case; and I agree, 
therefore, Avith the idlest Noble the Governor General in 
thinking that avc Iiua'C a right to set aside the adoption. 

It docs not appear to me that the antecedent history 
or condition of those Principalities really affects the ques- 
tion noAv before us, hccausc the Treaties Avith the two Stales 
arc AA'hat aa'c have alone to deal Avith ; and the first Article 
of the Sattara Treaty, in Avhich the Pritish GoA'crnment 
agrees to cede, “ in perpetual soA'crcignty, to the llajah of 
Sattara, his heirs, and successors, the districts specified on,” 
docs confer, and must ho held to confer, iqion the llajah of 
Sattara, quite as full a title of soA'crcignty as was possessed 
hy the former Hajalis of KcroAA’lcc under the Peislnva ; and 
AA'C must look at the other Articles of the two Treaties to 
see in AA’hat AA'ay or degree the plenary sovereign rights 
conferred, or antecedently existing, Averc, in each case, limit- 
ed. Some stress, I pcrceiA'c, is laid on the Avording of 
the first Article of the Korowlcc Treaty, and my Hon’blc 
colleague. Sir P. Currie, adA'erts to a discrepancy hctAA’cen 
the English and Persian versions ; hut the point, I respectful- 
ly submit, is of no consequence, because all that the first 
Article does is to declare that the Treaty itself is to bo 
perpetual, and the real gist of the matter lies in the 
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force and meaning of the terms employed in the second and 
third Articles. 

In the former of these, the Maj is placed under the 
protection of the British Government (Jiifasitt, care, cus- 
tody, is the term used), and in the latter the Rajah acknow- 
ledges the supremacy of the British Government (the 
Persian term used is “ obedience, subjection) ; and 

the question is, whether these terms, coupled with the 
remission of the tribute, as made in the fourth Article, are 
sujScient to prove that the two States stand to each other 
relatively in the position of paramount and dependent 
States ? In my opinion, they do this fully. They acknow- 
.ledge plainly the paramount authority of the British 
Government within the meaning of the term, as used in 
the proceedings regarding Sattara; and I hold, therefore, 
that the authoritative decision of the highest authority 
in the one case must govern the decision of this other, 
now imder discussion. 

The question of expediency is not quite so clear to 
me ; as a general rule, I think that it is a wise policy, 
in all points of view, both as regards the Government 
and the people, to consolidate our Empire, and to absorb 
these isolated and ill-governed Principalities, when it can 
be done without injustice; but I am not sufficiently well 
versed in the politics of Eajpootana to be able to say 
with conddence whether, on the present occasion, we 
might not, with propriety, abstain from exercising a 
just right and carrying out a sound principle. I must 
say, however, that, as far as the correspondence now 
before us goes, there is nothing which satisfies me that 

c 
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any local expediency calls for such an abandonment of 
what I believe to be the right course. On tliis point, 
also, I, therefore, concur with the jMost Noble the Go- 
Yci’nor General ; but, pending the reference to the Ilon’ble 
Court, I should be glad that Colonel Low had an oppor- 
tunity of stating more at length his reasons for think- 
ing that the absorption of Kerowlcc would bo impolitic 
and inexpedient. 

(Sd.) J. Lewis. 


Copy of a Minute by tbc ]Most Noble Ibc Governor General, — (dated the 

3rd September 1S52.) 

I SHOULD have proposed, according to our usual custom 
when there is any difference of opinion, to reserve this 
question for consideration .in Coimcil; but as we all agree 
that it is desirable to obtain the decision of the Court of 
Directors upon the Kerowlee adoption as soon as possible, 
and as the mail goes on the 8th, I beg to add a few words 
upon record. • 

There is a double question, as Mr. Louds observes, in 
this case of Kerowlee, a question of right and a question of 
poliey. 

After considering the arguments of Sir P;. Currie, 
I still think that the right is clear of withholding con- 
firmation, founded upon the decision of the Hon’ble Court 
in 1849. 

That decision, as I construe it, did not rule merely 
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ns to rnsos oxrictly corrcsiinnding tvith Hint of Saltara. It 
ruli'il p'm’rnlly that nil “ (li'pcmlont ” Stntos roquircd tlic 
sniu’tion of tin* supn’iiu' power to nny ndoptiuii proposed 

liv them. 

« 

'file State of Kernwlee i*:, l»y its own ndinission, not only 
dependent on, lint snlyeet to, the JJrilish Government. 

Therefore nn adoption hy Korowlcc must ever bo made 
snbjeet to the rijrht of the. Uritish Government to eonfirm ot- 
to annul it, ns it mii,'ht jud^e right. 

In regard to the question of policy, I .still think, ns 
b(-fore, that, on the whole, the arguments for assumption of 
the country i»reponderato. I do not conceive that, wlicther 
wo take the wording of thcKnglish or of the Persian version 
of the Treaty, the intention of it was to recognize all heirs 
of the original founder of the Paj, or any other than the 
heirs of the liajah w ith whom it was made ; nor do I think 
that it would ho an impolitic act, or one attended with risk, 
if the Government of India were to take posscs-sion of 
Kerowlee at once. 

At the same time I freely admit that the continuance 
of thcJlaj would bo a measure calculated to rc-assurc and to 
conciliate the good-will of the Slates of Kajpoolana. 

Priclly staled, then, my opinion is, that, after the declara- 
tion of the Court of Directors in the case of Sattara, the 
Government of India tvould not be justified now- in contii-ni- 
ing the adoption at Kerowlee w'ilhout previous reference to 
the Court. 
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I tliink the right of the Government of India to refuse 
confirmation of the adoption is quite clcai*, and I think 
that, as regards policy, there is no injustice and no risk in 
refusing confirmation; Avhilo the granting of it, and the 
continuance of the Eaj of ICerowlce under its Native rulers, 
would undoubtedly he the more liberal policy, and the one 
most acceptable to Native States. 


(Sd.) Dalhousie. 


Copy of .1 Despatch to the Ilon’blc tho Court of Directors, — (No. G9, 
dated tho Cth November 1852.) 

In continuation of our letter, No. 56, dated 7th Septem- 
ber last, respecting the succession to the Chiefship of Korow- 
Ice, wo have tho honor to transmit copies of the furtlicr 
correspondence which has taken place on tho affairs of that 
Principality. 


Copy of a Minute by the Most Noble the Governor General, — {dated tho 

2nd October 1852.) 

Tee Agent in Rajpootana reports that there has 
appeared a strong party in Korowleo adverse to tho adoption 
made by Nursing Pal. 

The orders to bo given arc very clear. 

The question of adoption has been referred to the 
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Hon’ble Court. Till tlieir orders are received, no obedience 
to tlie adopted boy, or to any other candidate, is to be 
enforced. But the state of Kerovrlee is, in the interval, 
under the authority of the British Government, as it was in 
the life-time of the Eajah. Entire obedience must be 
rendered to that authority by everybody in Kerowlee. If 
obedience on any point be refused to the British Agent, 
acting on behalf of his Government, it must be enforced by 
arms ; and the Governor General’s Agent will be prepared to 
do so. 

In the mean time disturbance of any kind cannot be 
otherwise than injurious to the interests of the State of 
Kerowlee, and of everybody concerned with it. 

These orders should be transmitted to the Besident. 

• It may be added that the opinion he expresses, that if 
the adoption had been at once confirmed by the Government 
of India, no opposition would have been made to the boy 
adopted, does not appear to the Governor General in Council 
to be borne out by the correspondence before him. 

(Sd.) Dalhottsie. 


I coxcTTR. — ^The question of the future disposal of the 
State of Kerowlee having been referred to the Court of 
Directors, the British Officers must conduct the Government, 
and put down all opposition or refractory conduct by the 
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strong hand, if necessary, till the decision of tlic Court is 
I’cccivcd. 


• 

(Sd.) 

F. CuiiniE. 

I concur. 


(Sd:) • 

J. 'Lowis. 


Copy of a Dcspalcli from the Hon’ble the Court of Directors, — (No., I, 
dated London, the 2Gth January 1853.) 

We now reply to your letter in the Foreign Depart- 
ment, .dated 7th . September, No. 66,. 1852, in which you 
report the* death of Nursing Pal, the young Rajah of 
Kerowlee, after adopting, as his son and successor, a boy 
who is a distant kinsman; and request our instructions 
whether the adoption should be recognized. 

• 

Colonel Low . gave his opinion in favor of recognizing 
the adoption, and Sir Frederick Currie supported the proposal. 
The Governor General, with whom Mr. Lowis expressed 
his concurrence, inclined, rather .to declaring, the State a 
lapse to the British Govermnent. 

The Governor General has given a fair and impartial 
statement of the arguments on both sides of this important 
question. After having given the fullest consideration to 
the circumstances of this case, we have come to the decision 
that the succession of Bhurt Pal to the Raj of Kerowlee, as 
the adopted, son of Nursing Pal, should be sanctioned. 

In coming to this conclusion .we do not intend? to 
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depart from the principle as laid do\ni in our Despatch 
of the 21th of January 1S19, relative to the case of Sattara, 
which is referred to by the Governor General, that there 
is no validity in an adoption for conveying succession 
to a throne and to the rights of sovereignty in a dependent 
Principality in India, unless the adoption shall have received 
the sanction of the supreme power. But it appears to 
us that there is a marked distinction, in fact, between the 
eases of Sattara and Kerowlcc, which is not sufficiently 
adverted to in the Minute of the Governor General. 
The Sattara State was one of recent origin, derived alto- 
gether from the creation and gift of the British Government, 
whilst Kcrowlec is one of the oldest of the llajpoot 
States, which has been under the rule of its Native Princes 
from a period long anterior to the British power in India. 
It stands to us only in relation of a protected ally. Probably 
there is no part of India into which it is less desirable, 
except upon the strongest grounds, to substitute our 
Government for that of the Native Kulcrs. 

In our oi)iuion such grounds do not exist in the present 
case, and we have therefore determined to sanction the 
succession of Bhurt Pal. 

The country will continue as at present to be adminis- 
tered by a British Officer, and we trust that, before the 
expiration of the minority, the State wiU be found freed 
from debt and restored to prosperity. 
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Copy of a Despatoli to the Ilon’ble the Court of Directors, — (No. 12, 
dated the 4th February 1854".) 


WiTii reference to previous correspondence,* we have 


* Onr letter, No. 5G, dated 7th September 1852. 

„ C9, „ Gth Noremher „ 

„ „ „ 8, „ 21st Jannary 1853. 

non’blo Courtis Despatch, No. 1, dated 2Cth 
January 1853. 

Oar general letter. No. 25, dated 2nd April 1853, 
paragraphs 9 and 10. 

Hon’blo Court’s Despatch, No. 32, dated 17th 
Angnst 1853, paragraph 6. 


the honor to forward 
copies of correspond- 
ence as detailed in the 
accompanying Abstract, 
and of Minutes record- 
ed thereon, relative to 


Kerowlee affairs. 


In your Hon’ble Court’s Despatch, of 26th January 
1853, you sanctioned a recognition of the adoption of Bhurt 
Pal, by the late Maharajah of Kerowlee, as his successor. 
In the interim, however, doubts had arisen whether the 
adoption was a valid one ; and it had become apparent that 
the reigning family, the Chiefs, and the people of Kerowlee, 
objected to the professed adoption of Bhurt Pal, and desired 
to have, as Maharajah, Muddun Pal, as being a successor 
of maturer years, and a nearer relative than Bhurt Pal. 


Upon this, further enquiry was directed, and the Beport 


Dated 17th Norember 1853. 


from the Agent to the Governor 
General (transmitted herewith) 


contains the result. 


Applying, in the 32nd paragraph of his Beport, the prin- 
ciples he had expounded regarding adoption in Bajpootana, 
Sir H. Lawrence gave it as his.decided opinion that Muddun 
Pal, as nearest of kin, as accepted by the Banees, by the 
nine most influential Thakoors, by three-fourtbs of the lesser 
feudal Chiefs, and, “ as far as can be judged, by the almost 
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general feeling of the country,” should be reeognized by 
llie British Government as the Maharajah of Kerowlee in 
the absence of any valid adoption by the late Maharajah, 
Niu’sing Pal. 

Although your Hon’ble Court have sanctioned the 
reeognition, as Maharajah, of Bhurt P-al, by name, we ap- 
prehended that we should he acting in conformity "with your 
wishes, though wo should now recognize Muddun Pal. The 
question that was at first referred to your Hon’ble Court 
was not a personal one between the two kinsmen, but one 
regarding the recognition of any adoption. Your Hon’ble 
Court having determined that adoption shall be permitted, 
we considered that wo should be fulfilling the intentions of 
your Hon’ble Court if we now permitted the adoption and 
succession of Muddun Pal, who had been found to be the 
proper successor since the name of Bhurt Pal was first 
brought forward. 

The unsettled state of the succession being objection- 
able, we have instructed the Agent to the Governor 
General at once to recognize Muddun Pal as successor 
to the Kerowlee Chiefship, and to take the necessary steps 
for his installation. 

"We have directed that the administration of the Govern- 
ment should be, at the same time, relinquished by the 
Political Agent ; but that he should continue at Kerowlee 
for the present. “ITe are, however, doubtful as to the expedi- 
ency of maintaining a permanent Political Agent there. 
Om.’ decision on this point will be communicated to yoiu* 
Hon’ble Court hereafter. 

D 
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It, having appeared to ns necessary to talco an engago- 
incnt for the punctual payment of llic debt of llupccs O'i',312 
hy instalments before the administration of the Slate was 
iuado over to Muddur Pal, the Agent has been directed 
openly to inform him, that any breach of promise for the 
regular payment of the required annual instalment would 
render him liable to have otto or more of his dist ricts talcoii 
possession of for a time by the British Government, and 
managed exclusively by a British OfTiccr, till the udiolc of 
the debt should bo liquidated. 


Copj' of n Minute hy the Most Nohle the Governor General of India, — 
(dated the 21st March 1853.) 

The prompt measures talccn by Sir H. Lawrence for 
putting down open resistance may be fully apjirovcd, and ho 
may be so informed. 

By this mail a Despatch has been received from the 
Court of Directors recognizing the adoption of Bhurt Pal 
and his succession to the B-aj of Kerowleo. 

Since the Court were addressed on this subject, some 
feeling has been shoAvn in that State on behalf of Hfuddun 
Pal. Sir H. Lawrence in his present Despatch states that 
several of the Native Princes round have expressed opinions 
strongly in his favor. It is not stated what arc the grounds 
of these opinions ; whether it is mere preference for Muddun 
Pal, or whether they eonsider him the rightful hem. Doubts 
were at one time expressed as to the validity of the adoption, 
even aceording to their o>vn laws. I would beg the Secrc- 
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(ary to have a prMs of (he fads vclaling (o this point 
prepared. 

I think I rpiiienihcr iliat a doubtful case of inheri- 
tance in one of the llajpoot States was some time ago 
(1851 r) submitted to a sort of Punchayct of Thakoors. I 
beg to have the particulars of that case also. 

(Sd.) D^vluousie. 

1 concur. 

(Sd.) .T. Loavis. 


I coNCun. The Secretary might also make a note of 
the counso Avhich was followed for ascertaining the opi- 
nions of the more influential llajpoot Durbars in the case 
of Ahmednuggur, the Chiefship of Avhich Avas claimed by 
Ecdur and Jodhporc. 

I think Sir II. LaAA'renco should be asked AA'hat, as far 
as he could judge, AA’as the cause of the Rajahs he mentions 
shoAving so strong a feeling in respect of Rao Muddun Pal ; 
Avhether they consider him the rightful successor to Hur- 
bulcsli Pal, in preference to the adopted Roy, or if, construing 
the delay AA'hich has taken place in the recognition of the 
adoption and our present position in Kcrowleo into an 
intention on our part to disallow the said adoption, they 
are apprehensive that Ave Avere to take possession of the 
Principality as oauvoavu; and arc therefore thus earnest in 
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advocating tlie claims of Miiddun Pal, a Chief who derives 
his claim, not as a lineal descendant from the Chief with 
whom we made onr Treaty with Kerowlee, but as the next 
heir in the line of the original founders of the Principality, 
the possessors thereof, as the Court observe, long before our 
appearance in the East. 

(Sd.) P. CUEBIE. 


Copy of a Minute by the Most Noble the Governor General, concurred 
in by the Eoard, — (dated the 26th March 1853.) 

PnOM the note of the Secretary I perceive that the 
case in Shekawattee does not bear on the present one. 

I think that Sir H. Lawrence ^should be asked to state 
what were the grounds on which the Chiefs whom he names 
urged the claims of Muddun Pal to the Raj of Kerowlee ; 
whether on the ground of informal adoption, or of family 
custom, or on any other ground which would render Bhurt 
Pal not the rightful heir to the Raj. 

Respecting general formality of the adoption ac- 
cording to Hindoo laws, a case might be put to learned 
Pundits. 

As to the custom of the family, enquiry would best be 
made on the spot. 

Captain M. Mason, I think, has shown the previous 
objection of Muddun Pal to the adoption to be futile. 
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If the case should still be doubtful, reference might be 
made to high Uajpoot Chiefs, as was done in the case of 
Eedur. 

I should he glad if the Secretary would search the 
Minute of Mr. TTilloughby (which was a text-book upon 
adoption) for anything which may bear directly on this 
case. 

The Fort of Kerowlee has surrendered at once. I do 
not anticipate any risk of disturbance in Kerowlee from 
delay in deciding the case. If there were, I should still 
pursue these investigations, for it would be far better to risk 
tumult than to give a wrongful decision on the succession 
to a throne. 


(Sd.) 

Dalhousie. 

(Sd.) 

F. Otjeeib. 

(Sd.) 

J. Lowis. 


Copy of a Minute by the Most Noble the GoTernor General, — (dated the 

31st March 1853.) 

The tendency of the several extracts made from Mr. 
TTiUoughby’s Minute is adverse to the validity of the late 
adoption in Kerowlee. I think the point should be referred 
to the Gk)vernor General’s Agent, his attention being drawn 
to the several doubts connected with the case. 

(Sd.) .T)AT,TrnTTsrR. 
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Copy of a Minute by the Hon'iilb Sin P, CuitniE, Bart., — (dated the 

Snd April 1853.) 

The rules for Hindoo adoption are very comprehensivfe 
and conflicting, and, in practice, the exceptions are very 
numerous (witness the last adoption in the HoUcar family 
in ISdidi). I eoncur that the point should ho referred to the 
Governor General’s Agent, hut for report^ I think, not for 
decision. 


(Sd.) P. OUEJIIE. 


Copy of a Minute by the Hon^ble J. IjOwis, — (dated the 2nd April 1853.) 

The validity of the adoption appears very doubtful, if 
the strict rule of Hindoo Xiaw he adliercd to, hut precedents 
adverse to law were, I have no douht, to he found. In a 
case like this of Kerowlee, the paramount authority may 
very well he guided in sanctioning or withholding its sanction 
of the adoption hy what appears to he most conducive to 
the welfare of the Principality, and I would ask the Agent’s 
opinion on the whole question ; I mean on the expediency* 
as well as on the validity, of the adoption. 

(Sd.) J. Lowis. 


Copy of a Despatch to the Agent to the Governor General for the States 
of Rajpootana,— (No. 1661, dated the 8th April 1853.) 

With reference to the recent correspondence on the 
subject of succession to the State of Kerowlee, and to your 
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letter?, dated the Sth and lOtli ultimo, Nos. 2GG and 277, I 
am directed to inform you that llis Lordship in Council lias 
talicii the present ojiport unity to refer to other cases relative 
to the validity of adoptions. 

Ilis Lordship in Council finds that the rules of adoption 
arc very uncertain, the precedents conflicting;, and the 
customs variable in dificrent Principalities and States. Ilis 
Lordship in Council has, however, referred to a Muiutc 
recorded by !Mr. J. P. AVilloughby, late a Slembcr of Council 
at Bombay, on a case of adoption which came before him 
from tlic Chiefship of Ahmcdnugg;ur, and he finds the 
following points, as reviewed in that Minute, to bear on the 
present ease of Kcrowlee : — 

I.- !^^r. AVilloughhy seems to lay it donm as a rule 
that a boy belonging to the family next of kin to the Chief 
should be adopted. 

lie then quotes the following passage from Tod’s 
Eajasthan : — 

“Adoptions are often made during llic life of tlie in- 
cumbent when without jirosjiect of issue. The Cliief and 
his wife first agitate the subject in private; it is then 
confided to the little Council of the fief; and when propin- 
quity and merit unite, they at once petition the Prince to 
confirm their wishes, which are generally acceded to: so 
many interests are to be consulted on this oecasion, that 
the blind partiality of the Chief to any particular object 
is always counterpoised by the elders of the clan, who must 
have a pride in seeing a proper Thakoor at their head, and 
who prefer the nearest of kin to prevent the disputes which 
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would be attendant on neglect in this point. On sudden 
lapses tlie wife is allowed the prmlcge, in conjunction u-itli 
those interested in tlic fief, of nomination, though the case is 
seldom left unprovided for; there is always a presumptive 
heir to the smallest suh-infeudation of those estates.” 

Again, on this rule Sir. Willoughby, in paragraph 32 of 
his Minute, says, “ another case is cited by Colonel Tod in 
which the prescribed rule of selecting for adoption the 
nearest of kin was not observed, and in such terms as to 
establish that the exception proves the rule;” and again, in 
paragraph 39, Mr. Willoughby says, “ the custom of election, 
in default of heirs, is founded on the law of adoption pre- 
vailing among the Hindoos generally ; and although usage, 
no doubt founded on political consideration, warrants the 
rejection of unfit persons, though nearest of kin, the claims 
of propinquity ought not to be disregarded where no cause 
of disqualification exists.” 

The measure of election by the petty Chiefs is. His 
Lordship in Council understands, not complete till the person 
so elected has been adopted by the widow, and, according to 
Colonel Tod (though not according to Colonel Sutherland), 
he should belong to thefamiltf of the next of kin. 

As an adopted son should always be of tender age, 
it is to be observed that he cannot always be the very 
next of kin. 

II. . A second rule is thus laid down by Mr. Willoughby 
in paragraph 66, “that though a widow may, with the 
sanction of and under the direction of her late husband. 
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adopt a boy, she, having a son at the time of her husband’s 
decease, or giving birth to a posthumous son, cannot adopt 
on the death of that son.” 

III. A third rule appears to be this : — ** The con- 
sent of the Suzerain or Lord Paramount is indispensable 
to the validity of an adoption involving succession to a 
Principality, Jagheer, Surinjaum, or even to Inams. A 
recent reference, Mr. Willoughby observes, to different 
Residents at foreign Courts has clearly established that 
the previous sanction of the superior Government is 
essential to the validity of adoptions under the Govern- 
ments of Gwalior, Indore, Bhopal, Baroda, and in the 
petty States of Bundelkhimd, Mehidpore, Nimar, &c.” — 
^Paragraph 67. 

The third rule, that the adoption to be valid must 
be confirmed by the paramount power, is. His Lordship 
in Council observes, of little consequence in the Ke- 
rowlee case, as the Government have expressed their readi- 
ness to confirm the adoption should it othenrise be unob- 
-Jectionable. 


The second mis hesis so&rupon. the present case that, 
if the adoptioa of Bhurt Pal be disallowed, there is no 
widow who can adopt : tns lare Sarah, JTursing Pal, has left 
none, for he was nsrer marrie'L The vddo^r of his predeces- 
sor. Perteh PaL cannot now adopt, because her son. 


2sursrr-g PaL dial after in- ^th.er. 


It 


Rajpoo rg-g fr 


;'3srrabls: that the rale followaf 
a-oocrdancc with the precedsn^ 
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oiu* Civil Courts, for at pago SI, Vol. I., of Sracnngliton’s 
Hindoo Law, tlio Sudder Dcwanny “ have ruled that there 
may he two suceessivo adoptions hy the widows of the 
same man.” 

Tho first rulo hoars directly on the case ; hut it is ad- 
mitted that there are many exceptions to it. Mr. 'Willoughhy, 
in paragraph 39, and again in paragraph S3, quotes Colonel 
Sutherland for saying that, in cases of adoj^lions and 
successions to Chiefships, precedents may he quoted for 
almost everjiihing. 

In the Kerowlce case tho cousin and family preferred 
are far more distant in relationship than Mudduu Pal. 

Tho ancestor of tho adopted hoy separated from tho 
principal hranch eight generations hack, and it is worthy of 
observation that this hranch was not mentioned in tho 
Genealogical Tree sent from Kcrowleo in ISiS, on the occa- 
sion of the former adoption. 

Tho general rule of Hindoo Law His Lordshij) in Council 
finds to ho laid down at pago 2LJj of Sutherland’s Syjiopsia 
of Hindoo Law : — " It has been intimated hy writers on Law 
that proximity of kindred ought to determine the choice of 
an adopted son; hut though Nanda Paudita extends tliis 
principle with elaborate minuteness, it cannot ho regarded 
as a rigid maxim of law, vitiating the adoption of a remote, 
where a near kinsman, or of a stranger, where a relatrvo, 
may exist.” 


Sir Thomas Strange, in his work on Hindoo Law, 
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says, “ tliu nearest male relation of the. adopter is the 
proper ohjcct of adoption. This injunction forbids the 
adoption of others where a brother’s son is obtainable; 
where there is none, the choice should still fall upon the 
next nearest male relation, with libertj’’, in default of 
such, to select from among distant ones, and among 
strangers on failure of all Icin. The result of all the 
Authorities upon this point is, that the selection is 
finally a matter of conscience and discretion Avith the 
adopter, not of absolute prescription rendering invalid 
an adoption of one, not being precisely him who, upon 
spiritual considerations, ought to have been preferred.” — 
Pages 73 and 71 of Strange's Hlements of Hindoo Laio. 

nis Lordship in Council is of opinion that the age of . 
the late llajah is a very important point in the Kerowlee 
case. "Was he legally competent to exorcise the right of 
adoption? In other Avords, had he by law attained his 
majority ? 

All authors agree in saying that the sixteenth year limits 
the term of Hindoo minority; but opinions A’^ary as to 
AA’licther the limit be the first or last day. In Bengal it is 
understood to be the first day, but in Upper India it is the 
last day of tlic sixteenth year. 

In all other matters the late ruler Avas not deemed 
of ago; he was not entrusted AAdth the administration 
of affairs, and ho Avas not full sixteen years old. 

Muddun Pal, it is observed, has referred to the fact of 
the late llajah being uumarried as rendering the adoption 
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invalid; but in Macnagbten’s Hindoo Law, see Vol. I., page 
66, and Vol. II., page 175, it is stated that a bachelor can 
adopt. 

A regard to the above considerations has inclined 
TTis Lordship in Council to take, on the whole, a some* 
what unfavorable view of the validity of the late adop- 
tion ; but he would invite you carefully to consider them 
as they bear on the present case, and report your opinion 
for the final orders of Government. 

With reference to the preference expressed by some 
of the Chiefs for Muddun Pal, His Lordship in Council 
would be glad to be quite certain of the grounds of that 
preference, and to know whether the Thakoors are actuated 
by a mere personal liking for this Chief, or whether 
they consider him to be the rightful heir ; and he invites 
you to state your opinion, as well on the doubts expressed 
of the validity of the adoption, as to the expediency, 
should the adoption be incapable of being maintained, 
of acknowledging Muddun Pal or some other person to 
succeed as ruler. But on this latter pase you would pro- 
bably be guided by whatever appears most conducive to 
the welfare of the Principality. 


From Lieutekast-Colokel Sia H. M. Latteesce, k. c. b.. Governor 
General^s Agent for the States of Bajpootana, to J. P. Gkast, Esq., 
Secretary to Government of India, Foreign Department, — (No. 1178, 
dated Camp Aboo, the 17th November 1833.) 

I HAVE had the honor of receiving your letter, Ho. 
1661, dated Sth April 1853, regarding the succession to 
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the Slate of Kcrowlce, in which the Most Nohlc the Governor 
General in Council directs me carefully to consider the 
llnlcs of Adoption as they hear on the present case, and 
to report my opinion for the final orders of Government, 
not only on the validity of Bhurt Pal’s adoption, but on 
the grounds of “ the preference expressed by some of the 
Chiefs for ^Iiuldun Pal,” ns to whether they are actuated 
by a mere personal liking, or consider him to be the 
rightful heir of the Kcrowlce State. I am also invited 
to give my opinion, in the event of the validity of the 
adoption not being maintained, as to the expediency of 
acknowledging Muddun Pal, or some other person to 
succeed, as ruler. 

Referring to the general questions your letter contains 
regarding the law of adoption recognized in this part 
of India, I beg to enclose, for the information of His 
Lordship in Council, abstracts of the replies of the several 
Political Agents and Superintendents in Rajpootana to 
Circulars issued by me, calling for information on the 
customs of adoption prevailing within their Circles of 
superintendence, and in Rajpootana generally; and on 
the -idews held in their neighbourhood on the con- 
tlicting claims of tlie rival candidates for the throne of 
Kcrowlce. The opinions of the Political Agents of the 
Myhe-Kantah, Palilunpore, and Gwalior, as also of Co- 
lonel Dixon of Ajmere, were likemse sought as to the 
customs prevailing under their Agencies ; and I was ohli- 
gingly furnished by the late lamented Lieutenant-Governor 
of Agra, as well as by the Political Agent, Meywar, with 
a valuable paper drawn up in 18Ji7, at the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s request, by Mr. Brandreth, c. s., on the occasion 
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of some disputed successions amongst tlie Istumrardars 
of Ajmere. The replies of the sorermgns of the several 
Eajpoot States to questions on the same subject are also 
enclosed. The answers from Oodeypore, Jodhpore, Jey- 
porCj ]Be(dcanecr, and Boondee, to questions on succession, 
drcTilated in the year 1S4.4, as also the replies to other 
questions sent round at different periods hy my prede- 
cessors and hy the Commissioner of Ajmere, have hcen 
consulted. - 1 have also examined not only the printed 
papers on succession, and the voluminous records of my 
Office, hut Elphinstone’s, Macnaghten’s, Tod’s, and Suther- 
land’s publications on inheritance; and, finally, I have 
carefully studied Mr. TRUoughhy’s elaborate and able 
Minute on the Ahmednuggur succession. Prom these 
various Authorities and opinions, though we cannot lay 
down inflexible rules for every case of inheritance, 
enough may be deduced for general guidance in Baj- 
pootana. 

In many points, and some of them material ones, 
the Officers who have given their opinions differ : the 
difference generally is, however, in favor of the Hindoo 
Law of primogeniture, and often arises from the peculiar 
circumstance of the cases brought to notice. 

The answers fcom the Native Courts may be biassed 
here and there, to advocate particular questions pending 
in thdr own families; but there runs throughout one 
broad, wdl-defined principle, in which all parties agree, 
and that is, " publicity and the concurrence of the family. 
Mends, and advisers of the deceased Prince.” The seven- 
teen sovereign States (including Gwalior) now consulted 
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arc also \manimous on two points which Mr. Secretary 
Allen’s letter under reply, quoting Mr. Willoughby’s 
Minute on Ahmednuggur, considered contrary to rule; 
that is, the Bajpootana and Gwalior sovereigns say that 
the age of the adopted person is immaterial ; and, with 
the single exception of Boondcc, they declare that a 
second adoption is lawful. 

The selection of an heir, though intended for the 
quiet of the soul of the deceased, is made to bend, in 
the case of a Bajpootana Principality, to the welfare of the 
State. Whilst the inferior feudatory, whether Bajpoot 
or Byot, is bound to adopt either his “ next of kin,” or one 
of his family; a greater latitude is allowed to a reigning 
sovereign, who is anxious to provide, in default of issue, 
the most worthy successor to his throne. Thus, by “ the 
fiction of adoption” (in the words of Mr. Thomason, in 
a demi-official letter to my address), both the pohtical 
and religious object is gained. The instances, therefore, 
of selection by sovereigns during life-time are numerous; 
they are, however, confined to those near of kin (brothers 
and nephews) from among whom a choice is allowed. 
The selection seems to depend on the personal influence 
of the parties concerned with the Boyal family and 
Chiefs, and the ability of the sovereign to disregard the 
claims and the power of the legitimate heir. Even a reign- 
ing Prince, however, would not have the power of passing 
over his near relations, except in cases of unfitness, and 
adopting distant ones to their exclusion. 

In Guzerat the “nearest of kin” is always adopted, 
or, if passed over, it is “ with his own consent.” His strong 
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claims are also tacitly acknowledged in Bajpootana, since 
it is not unusual to give him some sop when he is passed 
over; and no means are left untried to procui’c his ac- 
quiescence to the nomination of the successful candidate. 
In this way the claim of the Maharajah of IChandoo in 
Banswara was in the year 1838-39 bought oif by his rival, 
even though, in the first instance, the former bad, with 
the other Chiefs, acquiesced in the election of his opponent, 
and thereby waived his own claim. His plea for after- 
opposition was the very common one on such occasions, that 
at the outset his assent had been forced. A stranger, or one 
not in the family, can hardly be adopted ; for the influence 
of important members of the Royal family, combined ■with 
that of the Chiefs and feudatories who might join their 
standard, would prevent any Prince neglecting their just 
claims; risking perhaps the life of his •protdge, if not the 
due performance of those very funeral obsequies by which 
he hopes to obtain repose for his o^vn soul. Bat as there 
are exceptions to every rule, so have even aliens been 
adopted. The present Rajah of Pertabghur’s adoption 
into the family of Doongurpore, in the year 1820, is an 
instance. 

On a sovereign’s death without issue, and without having 
named an heir, or signified his wishes to his family and 
Chiefs, the choice of the widow is ordinarily restricted to 
very narrow bounds, and the power of the nearest of kin, if 
closely related, is much increased ; for his previously acquired 
influence, added to his present position, gives him an impor- 
tance which it would be neither -wise nor safe to disregard ; 
and unless there be some mental or physical disqualification, 
he succeeds in such a case to the throne or Chiefship. 
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On the clo.ilh of the adopted heir after Ins accession, a 
second adoption may he made by the same widow, guided 
hy the same rules as in the first ; nnd“ every one who was 
consulted in milking the first adoption, has the same power 
in the second.” Several ‘eases in point have been given hj* 
the PoliHe.al Olliccrs consulted, and sixteen sovereigns, 
including Gwalior, lay this down ns the proper course 
to he fiillowed in case of the death of the first nominee. 
The llajah of Boondee answers that the “ next of kin ” 
should succeed to the throne. The Political Agents at 
.Tcypore and Jodhporc (Major Rickards and Sir Richmond 
Sh.akcspcar), each give an instance of three adoptions in 
one Chiefship, and they, with other Otllccrs, show that a 
second is common. 

The ngo of n pcr.son adopted in Rajpoot ana is imma- 
terial. Instances have occurred at all periods of life. The 
present sovereigns of Jfnrwar and Kotah, the present 
and the last Ran.as of ^leywar, and the late llajah of 
Banswarra, arc all examples of adults having heen chosen. 
The Political Agents also adduce many instances in Chief- 
.ships. The Jci'porc and Dholcporc Durbars say a hoy is 
best ; Maharajah Tukht Singh of !Marwar is in favor of 
a man ; the other fourteen sovereigns say it is indifferent 
whether the selected person be an adult or a child. The 
late Maharana of ^teywar (Sirdar Singh) was a notable 
instance of age being no objection. Ilis predecessor’s two 
wives having performed Suttee, a Avidow of an elder brother, 
who had died young, in concert Avith the Minister and a 
clique, desired to adopt a child, Sirdar Singh’s nephew, 
the son of his younger brother, Slier Singh. On the 
grounds of Sirdar Singh being the nearest of kin to the 
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(lccfi:iRO(l, aiul tliorisby hia nndoiibtcd boir, tbo PoHticnl 
Agoul., Ooloncl Spiora, interfered, and Sirdar Siiigli waa 
eleolcd. Govornniont approved “tbo (hia) .jiulioious jn’O- 
coodings.” In tbo year 1827, tbo Governor Genera] in 
Conncil alao accoj)<cd tlio 'nnaninions award of a Pnnebaynt 
of JBrabniina as8om])led by ilio }?olitieal Agon];, Mj*. 
Eveylyn Gordon, at Kolab, tliat “tlio ago of i.ho ])oraon 
(ado])tod) does not in tbo aligbtoat degreo aifect bia right of 
adoption." Mr. "Willongbby, wlio is doaorvedly a groat 
authority, ridionlea tbo adoption of an adult. I confess 
I cannot perceive tbo force of liis objootiona, loolcing on 
tlio ceremony, as I do, ns a conventional ilclion. I have 
used tbo words “election" and “adopliou" in ibis paper 
somewhat indiscriminately, I may, tboroforo, boro remark 
that I consider adoption properly to bo limited to tbo act of 
ono individual; election to that of acvcral, but to roq\iiro 
tbo forms of adoption to complete it, 

Opinions aro pretty equally divided as to tbo ])oriod 
at AAdncb a minor is considered of ago in 3l.'ijpootnna ; about 
half tbo sovereigns say sixteen, some oigbj;een, some only 
twelve and tbirtcon, Tbo .Teyi)oro, ICoUib, and other 
3li\iabs, wbo llx tbe period at tbo completion of sixteen 
years, nevortboloss dcobiro that a niinor can adoj)t, provided 
bo is at tbo point of do-atb, and, “with tbo advice of tbo 
Eioyal relations, &c., adopts the presumptive boir to t,be 
throne." Eut this, as far as tbo right to succession is 
concerned, would bo an act of supererogation, as it is at 
tbo same time laid down by tbeso Autboritics, and is a 
rule of Hindoo Law tbalj, during bis minoj’ity, tbougb 
reckoned tbo sovereign ruler of tbo State, the young 
Prince is to be implicitly obedient in all bis acts to tbo 
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‘*ol(l Councillors of his father nntl the family ranch his 
ads, Ihcroforc, sojiaralc from lht?se Councillors, &c., can 
have no ncijrhl ; he is not supposed to have, nor can a hoy 
have, a choice of his own. 

.Since also he cannot marry (a ceremony inenmhent on 
all Kajpoots to perform at as early an aire as possible) “ till 
he has come into undisputed possession of his inheritance,” 
the fact of marriage may he re^artled a very jjood criterion 
as to his hein!^: uncontrolled master of his own actions and 
sole ruler of the State. Until marriage, therefore, he may 
he regarded in In's minority, whatever he his age, and any 
adojition hy him, previous- to that ceremony, would probably 
ho contested, unle.«s his choice he the nearest of kin, who 
has also the majority of the Thakoors on his .side. 

At page OS I havo referred to one undeviating rule 
in which all Authorities agree, and without which the 
adoption would he invalid, namely, that every step in the 
affair should he. taken with the concurrence of the chief 
members of the family, “ the Chiefs of the State, and the 
Councillors of the deceased Prince that “ the ceremonies 
should he jiorforjned in public,” with rejoicings equal to 
those at the cclchration of a marriage, so that the fact may 
he proclaimed to the Avholc Avorld. Great stress is very 
properly laid on these points, as the only means of counter- 
acting the designs of any scheming woman, eunuch, or 
^linistcr, who, otherwise, might sacrifice the interests of the 
State to his or her own ambitious ends. In a country, too, 
where Suttee has hitherto prevailed, the senior wife’s sacrifice 
of herself must have lessened the popularity of the surviving 
wives, leaving them little more than tools in the hands of 
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the chief parties in the State, on Tvhom the choice of a 
successor would thus actually devolve. It is, therefore, very 
important to insist on all the puhHc ceremonies of adoption 
which Rajpootana customs demand; the more so, that we 
are apt to he misinformed and influenced by those at the 
time in authority, and that our crushing power enables us 
to carry out measures that no Native State could enforce. 

As a sovereign must desire that the Thakoors should 
carry out his wishes regarding his successor, he has a strong 
reason for conciliating them. They are raised in their own 
estimation by the occasional exercise of their elective power; 
and as the same rules that guide the succession of their 
rulers apply, in the main, to themselves, there is a guarantee 
for its honest and judicious use. By the so frequent neglect 
of carrying out, during their own lives, the ceremonies 
necessary to ensure undisputed succession, the Princes of 
Rajpootana would appear to prefer leaving the arrangement 
to their constitutional advisers. There are numerous recent 
instances of this weakness; that of Banswarra, already 
referred to, is the most remarkable: the dying Rajah 
directed his one wife to live for their daughter, and impre- 
cated curses on his Thakoors if they permitted the widow 
to perform Suttee ; yet he gave no intimation regarding 
a successor. 

The Records of my Office also show that, in every 
case of succession since the year 1818, the Government of 
the day and my predecessors have, in their several , orders 
and recommendations, invariably been influenced by, and 
have dwelt on, the -wishes of the -widow, the Chiefs, and 
the Councillors of the Principalitj’". On several occasions 
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also of disputed succession, as at Jej'pore in 1819, Bansu'arra 
in 1838, Kerowlec in 1839, and Doongurpoor in 184!6, 
the orders eventually given after much discussion and cor- 
respondence, appear to have been mainly, if not entirely, 
influenced by public opinion and the wishes of the Thakoors 
and others concerned. 

I have shown that a second adoption is permitted. I 
may add that, in stating that all the persons who had a 
right to vote in the first election are also entitled to parti- 
cipate in the second ten, including Gwalior, out of the 
seventeen Princes consulted by me, mention the mother 
among the privileged persons. Thus, Gwalior says “ widow, 
then mother and father Serohi, " widow, then the Chiefs 
and advisers while Kotah gives the right to “ the widow, 
then the icidow of the former Prince.” 1 have accordingly 
included Eotah as naming the mother, inasmuch as “the 
Avidow of the former Prince” is the adoptive mother of the 
present one, and takes the place of his natural parent. 
I have also little doubt that the seven sovereigns who 
made no mention of the mother, meant to include her 
among “ the members of the family in Council,” which is 
the Banswarra answer; or among “the advisers,” which is 
that of Serohi. 

As far as I can gather from the printed papers regard- 
ing Biindelkhund, and from certain answers obligingly sent 
to me by Major Malcolm, the Boondela Eajpoots follow 
much the same rules, in matters of inheritance, as do those 
of Eajpootana. I beg to be understood to desire to explain 
so much of those rules, or rather of those practices, as apply 
to the present case, and not to pretend to enter on the 
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general question of Hindoo inheritance by adoption, as 
interpreted by any of the schools. I noir proceed to apply 
the preceding remarhs. 

At the age of fifteen years and seven monthsj Maha- 
rajah Nursing Pal died, after “several months” illness : 
his death was reported on the 11th July 1852; but on the 
18th of the previous month, or 23 days earlier, the Politi- 
cal Agent had communicated to the Governor General’s 
Agent his “fear that His Highness’s protracted indisposition 
would terminate in death.” The Political Agent “ visited the 
Maharajah several times during his illness : on tlie after- 
noon of the 10th July, I (he) received a khureeta from his 
Highness, dated on the preceding day, in which he an- 
nounced that he had adopted, &c.” Later in the evening, 
hearing that the Maharajah was sinking, Lieutenant M. 
Mason went to him. “ He rallied and took notice' of me, 
but had not strength to speak. Through one of his con- 
stant favorite attendants I questioned him relative to the 
khureeta which I- had received. His Highness partially 
raised himself up, and, with much earnestness depicted on his 
features, endeavoured to address me in reply ; inarticulate 
sounds, however, only fell from his Jlips.” Prom that time 
he grew weaker. The Political Agent left him at 8 p. m., and 
at 9^ P. M. heard “ that his Highness had deceased without a 
recurrence of sensibility.” Lieutenant M. Mason proceeds 
to state that he has no doubt that the late Maharajah adopt- 
ed Bliurt Pal of his own free will on the 9th, and caused 
the letter of announcement “ to be prepared and sealed, and 
that it was sent to me by him on the 10th idem.” The 
deposition of the Native Doctor and of seven other persons 
were taken by the Native Deputy Agent, and they all 
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a^rord that tlio !>raharajah was quite in lus senses then and 
for till’ day after (ho letter was written. It is, liowcvcr, 
reinarliahle Unit all those witnesses arc men of little or no 
note; indeetl, tliat only one of them, a Mahomednn, can ho 
considered in the position of a f^entloman ; that tiof one was 
a llajpnnt, and lliat the only woman mentioned was the 
Maharajah's mother, ^fahjee Goo, who, by the fiction 
of .adopt ion, was no lon"er his mother, and who liad no 
proper husiness in the Fort of Kerowleo, where, however, 
also and of rifjfif, resided four other ladies, widows of 
two jireeeding ^fahanijahs. One of these ladies, by name 
Xiirrookejee, was the adoptive mother of Nursing Pal, 
and aceording to ten of the soviireigns whom I have 
consulted, and according to the spirit of all their answers, 
had the first right to adopt, or at least to he consulted 
in an election ; yet she says in her letter to my address, 
No. (5 of enclosures, that no adoption whatever took place.* 

Another Panee, by name Sicsodajee, widow of ]Maha- 
r.ajah Ilurlmx Pal, declares that, though she visited the 
young Maharajah on the d:iy of his death, she heard 
nothing of the adoption. Tliis is probably an exaggeration ; 
hut the facts mentioned by the seven attendants of the 
deceased I’rince, and Lieutenant ]\I. ^[ason’s letter of 14lh 
.7uly, sliow that the matter was kept most private. That 
notwithstanding llio long illness of the Maharajah, and tho 
expectation of the Political Agent that it would terminato 
fatally, not the slightest mention was made to liim of a 
successor until the last moment; that the question had 
been agitated at his niglmcss’s bedside five days bofoi’e his 
death ; that the letter to Lieutenant M. Mason had been 
ordered three days before it was written, and yet was not 
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sent to tlic Political Agent (whoso consent ongld to have 
been ohtainccl before a single slop was talfcn in the matter) 
until the day after it was prepared, and until the jVfaharajnh 
was lying speechless within three or four hours of deatli. 
This letter, too, to tlio Political Agent, seems to have 
been the beginning and end of the ceremony of adoption. 
It is not even shown that the adopted boy, Pliurt Pal, 
was brought into the presence of the dying Sfahaivijah, 
jnueb less that ** relations, Brahmins, &c., were called 
in, pi'csents given, and nuzssurs presented to the child 
seated on a throne.” 


Such having been the case, it appears needless to dotcr- 
mino whether Nursing Pal’s ago admitted of his making the 
adoption. The sovereigns of Bajpootana make no objection 
to a minor adopting ; but, as I have shown, they all 
stand out for the ceremonies, and for the publicity, ’ so 
glaringly wanting in the above-noted proceedings. Tliough, 
therefore, the Ranees, widows of Nursing Pal’s prede- 
cessors, living under tlie same roof, could have hardly 
failed to have heard Avhat was going on, tliey seem to 
me. fairly entitled to assert that no adoption, according 
to Hindoo laAv, had taken place. That His Lordship in 
Council may have a clear view of the arguments in favor 

of the respective claimants, I annex 
to this Report an abstract of the 
opinions of the Political Agent, who leans strongly to tlie 
side of Bhurt Pal. Also an abstract and copies of three 

letters of Mahjee Goojeo to that 
Officer^ On the other hand, in favor 
of Muddun Pal, are his father’s 
answers to my questions on adoption, 


Enolosnro No. 9. 


Nos. 1, 4, and 13. 


No. 12. 
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„ „ , » and tlie letters of the three Ranees 

Enclosures Nos. G nnd 7. 

of Kerowlee already referred to, one 
of them being, as I have stated, the adoptive mother* of 
the late Rajah, and the -widow of his predecessor, and having 
at least the best right of any lady to be consulted ; while 
Mahjee Goojee, the natural mother of Nursing Pal, who 
alone was consulted, had no right at all in the matter. 
My predecessor. Colonel Low, indirectly allowed in 1848 
the superior rights of a predecessor’s widow in the absence 
of a -widow of the Prince just deceased, when he denied 
the claim of Hurhulvsh Pal’s -widow to he guardian of 
Nursing Pal,. “ unless in the very uncommon case of there 
being no widow alive of the last sovereign.” 


Farngroph 3 of No. 132, of 
23rd Septorabor 1832, scot to 
Goremment uith A^nt, Go- 
vernor General's lcttor,No. 738, 
of dtb October 1832. 


document purportini 


Lieutenant M. Mason’s argument in favor of Bliurt 
Pal, that, in consequence of the 
Chiefs being compelled to reside on 
their oivn Estates by order of the 
Governor General’s Agent, their sig- 
natures were not appended to the 
to he a certificate of adoption, loses 
its value by the facts that the Ranees and others who were 
^present in the Port of Kerowlee, and who might and 
ought to have been consulted, were not; that the said 
Chiefs, when they had an opportunity of expressing their 
■wishes, almost unanimously voted, not for Bhurt Pal, but 
for Muddun Pal; further,»that when they were summon- 
ed to meet me at Kerowlee at a few hours’ notice, they 
attended at a full Durbar, and, as their letter states. 


* Since this pamgrapb was copied, I have ascertained that Bonee Clmndelnnjee 
was tbo adoptive mother ; on her death. Banco Knrrookejee took her place as Chief 
Banee, and, consequently, as adoptive mother of Nnrsin" FaL 
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expressed to me personally their wishes in favor of Muddun 
Pal. Tims, had the signatures of those entitled to vote 
been appended at all to the letter of Nursing Pal to the 
Political Agent, they would have been in opposition to, 
not in approval of, the quasi-adoption. 

In referenee to the claim of Muddun Pal, the Genea- 
logical Tree of the Kerowlee family, prepared by 
Lieutenant M. Mason (copy* of which is annexed), shows 

that the common ancestor of the 

• No. 16, 

rivals was Bajah Lhurura Pal ; and 
as all the descendants of the eldest son succeeded to the 
throne of Kerowlee, till that branch became extinct, to 
the exclusion of the other sons or their children, so was 
it needful that the progeny of the second son should 
enjoy the throne before it fell to the descendants of the 
third. I place no weight on the Kerowlee Deputy Agent’s 
assertion, in his laboured Roobulcaree enclosed in Lieute- 
nant M. Mason’s letter of 14th July 1862, that Bhurt 
Pal’s immediate ancestor was really . senior to Muddun 
Pal’s, though Dhurum Pal, the father of both, had, by 
mistake, placed him below his brother. I have nowhere 
else heard the same argument used; or tliat, as the 
Deputy asserts, Bhurt Pal’s grandfather’s claim was 
brought forward when Nursing Pal was elected, but that 
there was then no justice in Kerowlee. The fact is that 
Bhurt Pal’s branch was not ev«n referred to in the Genea- 
logical Tree or Reports of 1848. Colonel Low, the Governor 
General’s Agent’s words of that day were, ‘‘although 
there has been some quarrelling respecting the guardian- 
ship of the boy (Nursing Pal), there has been none as to 
the selection itself;" besides, when a man has, for a 
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Intndrcd or more year;:, been considered an elder brother, 
it is now ratlier late in the day to assert that bis balf- 
brotber was born a few minutes earlier, but by mistake was 
recorded a*? later. The choice made of Kajab Nursinp; Pal in 
ISIS was, tbcroforc, correct, and, again quoting Colonel 
Txjw’s words, was ** according to long-established Rajpoot 
usages in such eases;” but Nursing Pal was, on bis 
accession, in cx.aclly the .same position that o^Iuddun 
P.al is at present, namely, Rao of Iludotoc, and recognized 
as next of kin to the deceased R:ijab of Kerowlco. On llao 
Nursing P.-il's elevation to the Raj, Tbakoor Jluddun Pal 
succeeded to the title and estate of Itno of Hudotco. The 
same claims, therefore, which secured the Raj to Nursing Pal 
and the Raosbip to Muddun Pal Ihm, entitle the latter to 
the succession uow; and the Governor General in Council 
will observe that this jioint is expressly urged in his favor 
by the Ranees of Kerowlco in their letters. 

The two memorials of the Thakoors, &c., and the 
^ letters of the Ranees express the 

feelings of the legitimate advisers 
of the Raj on the present question. On the occasion of 
the disputed succession at Kcrowlcc in 1S30, when, accord- 
ing to ^labjco Goojee, the Thakoors perjured themselves, 
there never was a majority in favor of the successful 
candidate in any way equalling that now voting for 
Muddun Pal; half or move of the Chiefs at the outset 
were against Perlab Pal ; by degrees he gained them over, 
until at the end he had a majority : while noAv, out of 38 
of the greater Chiefs enjoying a rental of Rupees 80,650, 
only eight of the very smallest, bolding lands worth 
Rupees 0,800, have not signed one or other of the memorials 
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in favor of Muddun Pal. Altogetlier, 72 Chiefs and landed 
Proprietors and Officers, small and great, have affixed 
their names to one paper, while fourteen Judoon Chiefs 
of Suhulghur, wliich was formerly under Kerowlee, hut 
was wrested from that State by Scindiah, being, as I under- 
stand, all the leading men of the pergunnah, have come 
forward to vote at the election of a Chief of their dan, the 
Judoons. 

Lieutenant M. Mason expresses his belief that the 
wishes of the Kerowlee Chiefs in favor of Muddun Pal 
are neither from personal liking nor from conviction of 
his right, but solely from intrigue and a desu*e to per- 
petuate misrule. The Trans-Chumbul Judoons and the 
citizens of Kerowlee appear to be as warm for Muddun Pal 
as are the Kerowlee Chiefs, and yet they, especially the 
citizens, can hardly have the same motive. It is very 
possible that many have no personal liking one way or the 
other ; but it is very unlikely that all, the weak as well as 
the strong, should desire anarchy. Besides, it is notorious 
that in all Native States there is a strong feeling for the 
Baj and for the legitimate successor. Individuals from 
personal motives may desire a change, and ■will plot to up- 
set the right, but it is seldom found that the whole country 
will go with the wrongful claimant. The other reason 
assigned is intrigue ; probably there has been some on both 
sides, but none has been shown on that of Muddun Pal ; 
though heir-at-law to the Raj, he was born a poor Thakoor, 
and only recently came into the Estate of Hudotee ; he is 
therefore a poor man, and is in debt. On Nursing Pal’s 
death he was under arrest,- though not in prison ; and in 
the very letter of the Political Agent, announcing to the 
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Governor General’s Agent Bhurt Pal’s adoption, he re- 
ported at paragraph 6 having prohibited Muddnn Pal’s 
“ communicating verbally, or by message, or by letter, 
Tvith any one, except a few necessary companions and 
attendants this was not a position to increase his in- 
fluence or encom'age waverers and intriguers ; nevertheless, 
the Rao of Surmutra, who having an important case in Court 
and wishing to gain favor with the Political Agent, went to 
him hoping for some hint as to whom he should vote for, 
on being told to please himself, voted for Muddun Pal : this 
was an attempt at intrigue against Muddun Pal, not for 
him, by one whose feelings were evidently in his favor. 

Muddun Pal and the Thakoors of Kerowlee have been 
tried by the test proposed to Colonel Sutherland by the un- 
successful candidate for the Raj of Kishengiu’h in ISM, as 
reported in the following words to Government on 19th 
October of that year : ** He did not pretend to deny that 
the measure has the approval of the Chiefs, but says that 
they are poor and interested. When I asked him what 
the British Government was to do in a case of this kind, 
he said, * take possession of the Port ; take all power out 
of the hands of those who have the means of bribing 
and corrupting the Chiefs, and then take their unbiassed 
and honest votes.’ ” More than this has been done. The 
Port is in our possession, and not a Thakoor of Rerowiee 
has a shadow of power in affairs of State. 

On the whole, then, from what I saw and heard at 
Rerowlee in Pebruary last, and from the correspondence 
of the last seven months, as well as from the opinions 
of Majors Rickards and Anderson and Captain Brooke 
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(the other Agents giving no opinion), I am decidedly of 
opinion that it is the conviction of the aristocracy of 
that petty State that Muddnn Pal is the lawful heir, and 
that they have voted for him accordingly, and would have 
fought for him hut for our presence : I believe they are 
also influenced by a hope of getting rid of the Political 
Agency. In this double feeling I consider that the citi- 
zens of Kerowlee, the Soldiers, and the Garrisons of the 
Ports go hand in hand with the Thakoors. Last year the 
toAvnspeople shut their shops on a frivolous complaint; 
since then, two out of the three principal Ports have been 
in armed opposition, and against one I have been obliged 
to send heavy gims. In all these cases intrigue was liinted 
at, and Muddun Pal’s name was mentioned in connection 
with both the Ports ; but I have seen no reason whatever 
to suppose that /ic, directly or indirectly, instigated oppo- 
sition in any of the cases, though a paper found at 
Nerrowlee shows that Ootgurh was in his favor, and a boy 
of the Nerrowlee Garrison states in his deposition that they 
sent to Muddun Pal for orders, but that he would have 
nothing to say to them. These Ports have always taken 
an active part in disputes and disturbances; and, in 1839, 
they supported Maharajah Pertab Pal for many months, 
when the Panees and opposing Thakoors held the City of 
Kerowlee against him. 

I may here recall to mind the fact that Lieutenant 
M. Mason has a very bad opinion of Muddun Pal, and 
preferred charges against him of compassing Nursing Pal’s 
death, but that my predecessor fully acquitted him of the 
crime. More recently the. Political Agent’s opinion seems 
to have a good deal changed, for, in a late demi-official 



srccr_<:.ciON to the KEnowt.r.n ciiiErsinr. 55 

letter, he tells mo he does not think IMuddun Pal has a bad 
heart, hut that he -was influenced hy had advisers. It is 
hut fair I should add that ^Ixiddun Pal's conduct has been 
most exemplary since I joined this Agency; that ho 
instantly took my advice, and, in jMarch last, to be out 
of the way of intrigue, proceeded to Jcyporc, and has quietly 
remained there ever since. 

As called upon in ^ifr. Allen’s letter, I have given my 
opinion on several questions not immediately bearing upon 
the present ease. It would have been easier and more 
in keeping with my previous knowledge to have restricted 
myself to the simple facts that there has been no regular 
or legal adoption; that Muddun Pal is the nearest of kin 
TO the deceased Pajah; and that the higher classes of 
Kcrowlcc society arc almost unanimous in his favor. It 
was hardly necessary to show that one of the Ranee widows, 
who is also on his side, is, hy Rajpootana practice, entitled 
to adopt, and that jlludduu Pal’s age docs not preclude 
him from being adopted. 

I might, however, have dwelt more on tho disrespect 
to the Rritish Government of not asking its permission 
to adopt Bhurt Pal. In the ease of tho adoption by his 
brother of the present ^laharana of Oodeypore, Government 
expressed disapprobation, and refused acknowledgment for 
the time, becaxisc there had been no previous intimation 
given. The confirmation of the Suzerain is necessary in 
all eases; ho is tho arbitrator in all contested adoptions; 
he can set aside ono or other for informality, irregularity, 
or for misconduct; but it does not appear by the rules 
or practices of any of the sovereignties, or by our own 
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tedious, not that 1 would have listened to the old lady 
after three years’ silence, but for two reasons : because 

I came to the question of Hindoo inheritance with a stron" 
sense of my unpreparedness, and am pleased to find that the 
opinions I have formed as to Itajpootana rnl(‘s, from a 
careful perusal of every document in my Ollico hearing 
on the question, coincide, in the main, with the recorded 
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views of sncli 


men as tlie late Mr. 
Metcalfe, and 


Thomason, Lord 
Colonel Suther- 


• See enclosures Nos. 19 and -iaji. •• i. n , 

20 for Lord Metcalfe’s and Colonel land that opimon hemg that, 

Sntlierland’s opinions. r ... . -r. . j 

oy the existing latos, a E-ajpootana 
bhiefship, great or small, can never escheat to the 
Suzerain, except hy I’chellion, and, indeed, that a Rajpoot 
Sovereign seldom excludes an heir for the offence of his 


progenitor. In stating this opinion, I am hound to add 
that I do not agree with Sir Richmond Shakespear 
and other able Officers that Rajpootana, or part of it, 
would not pay as British Territory. With simple institu- 
tions consonant to the feelings of the people, Kerowlee 
or any other Principality should be no more a burthen 
than most parts of the North-West Provinces are. 


Secondly, that, as an unwritten law, however generally 
recognized, is open to immense litigation when applied 
to special cases, I wish to show the necessity for embody- 
ing the principles of adoption and succession in some 
authorized form that may guide the Government and its 
Officers in coming to a prompt decision on disputes as 
they arise. Hitherto questions of inheritance have rarely 
been decided in less than a twelvemonth, and though 
only on one occasion has blood been shed, yet there has 
often been difficulty in keeping the peace. 

It is doubly difficult to decide a question when men’s 
personal feelings are enlisted in angry partizanship on 
either side. I do not advocate laying down positive 
rules for the Sovereigns of Rajpootana to follow; as 
to me it does not seem our part to legislate arbitrarily 
for them: I only suggest that the' principles generally 

H 



58 succnssioN to the Knno^rr.EE cniErsnir. 

recognized by themselves should be put into a tangible 
and accessible form, and that there should be some standard 
exposition of Avhat is their prescriptive la«', showing the 
liouses, in each family and sovereignty, from wliich succes- 
sors should be drawn; in Avhat eases the nearest of Icin 
should be accepted; and in Avhat election should be per- 
mitted. 

It remains for me only to give my decided opinion 
in favor of E/ao Muddun Pal, and my recommendation 
tliat, as nearest of kin to Nursing Pal, and as accepted 
by the Ranees of Kerowlee and by all tlie nine most inllu- . 

SCO lists Kos. 1 and 4 in No. cntial Tliakoors, who, under a 
128, being enoiosuro No. 18. gtrictly Nativc rdgxmc, would pro- 

bably be the electors, also by more than three-fourths of 
the 38 feudal Chiefs, ivho, in Lieutenant jVI. Mason’s opinion, 
are alone entitled to vote in important State matters, and, 
as far as can be judged, by the almost general feeling of 
the country, he be nominated by the Most Noble the 
Governor General in Council to the Raj of Kerowlee, and 
that Maharanee Nurrookejee, the senior widow of Maha- 
rajah Pertab Pal, be permitted, according to the existing 
customs of the country, to adopt him as her son, in succes- 
sion to Nursing Pal. 

About the end of December I shall be at Kerowlee, 
prepared to carry out the orders of Government. Under 
any circumstances, the Kotah Contingent is well placed 
at that city, so long as the Rajah, whoever he 'may be, 
does not object: Lieutenant Monck Mason tells me that 
its presence will be required in case Bhurt Pal be main- 
tained. I do not think any Rajah will object, for two 
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or three years at least, and until he make arrangements 
for the Ports and their turbulent occupants, and accustom 
himself to his non* position, at no time a very easy one. 
Por that period a Political Agent will bo required to 
protect those who haA*c been working with him, and to 
enable the new Sovereign to feel his way and to see to the 
payment of the debt duo to Government, amounting to 
llupccs 9J,312. 

I beg to acknowledge the assistance I have received 
in this enquiry from all the Political Agents, except 
Cajitain ]\rorricson, also from ray Assistant, Captain Sewell, 
and, above all, from Captain Brooke. 

The undermentioned documents arc enclosed : — 

No. I. Iifttcr of M.ilijcc Goojco, mother of Nursing Pal, to Political 
Agent. 

„ 2. Enclosure to ditto. 

„ 3. Ditto. 

„ •!■. Another letter from Malijcc Goojco, to Political Agent. 

„ 5. Rcjdy of Political Agent, 

„ C. Letter of Nurrookejee, Chief Ranee, and Bankaw'utjee, 2nd 
Ranee of ^Maharajah Pertab Piil, to Agent, Governor General. 

„ 7. Ditto from Mahjec Sesodneejee, to Agent, Governor General. 

,, S. ^lemorial from the Thakoors of Ivcrowlcc, to Agent, Governor 
General. 

,, 9. Abstract of Lieutenant Alason’s opinion. 

„ 10. Abstract of opinions of Political Olliccrs on the Kerowlce 
succession. 

„ 11. Abstract of answers to Circulars, &c., on succession. 

„ 12. Answers of Thakoor Soondur Pal, father of Rao Muddun Pal. 

„ 13. Third letter from Mahjec Goojee, to Political Agent. 

„ 14'. Memorial signed by 72 Chiefs, &c., to Political Agent, dated 
22nd July 1853. 



CO SUCCESSION TO THE KEHOWEEE CIIIErSIIIP. 

„ 15. Letter of 14< Judoon Chiefs of Suhbulgurh, in Gwalior, to 
Political Agent, in favor of Muddun Pal. 

„ 16. Genealogical Tree. 

„ 17. Opinions of the 17 Sovereigns of Pajpootana and of the 
Gwalior Durbar on succession, also of a learned Native, 

„ 18. Lieutenant Monck Mason^s letter, No. 128, of 11th May 1853, 
to Agent, Governor General, with three lists of CJiicfs, &c. 
Nos. IC*! Opinions of Lord Metcalfe and Colonel Sutherland on succcs- 
& 20. } sions to Pajpootana Principalities. 


ENCLOSURE NO. f. 

Translation of letter from Maiuee Goojee, of Kerowlce, mother of 
Maiiarajau Nursing Pal, addressed to Political Agent, Kerowlce, 
dated 28th Zilhuz 1268 Hijree. 

It is known and manifest to you tliat the right to 
the Gorernment of this State was held, with the consent 
of the Hon’ble Company, by Maharaj Nursing Pal, and 
that he was the absolute ruler of this State of Kerowlce ; 
and that the Maharajah . gave his rights in the State of 
Kerowlce, of his own pleasure and affection, to Bhurt Pal, 
and adopted him, and that he sent a khurccta to you 
to obtain your confirmation of the above act. You W'ill, 
therefore, have sent the said khureeta and all the parti- 
culars of this transaction that are necessary to be men- 
tioned with your Eeport to the Governor General’s Agent, 
and it will have been forwarded on. Although I am certain 
that, as the Maharajah Nursing Pal, to whom of right 
the Government of this State belonged, gave that right 
to Bhurt Pal, and adopted him, by the mercy of God he 
will be established by the British Government. Trustful 
in the above high Government, I am living quietly in my 
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own house, and I am in every way and at all times obedient 
to the orders of my superiors, and not intriguing with 
any one: but all the peoido here are bad and selfish; 
they raise up divers squabbles for the gratification of their 
own avarice and greediness ; but I am confident that you, by 
the goodness of God, arc very wise and just, and that no 
rascal or rebellious person will prevail with you. I now 
actually hear that a memorial in favor of Sluddun Pal, 
under the seal and signature of the whole of the Thakoors 
and others, has reached you: on this account it appeared 
to me necessary that I should Avritc concerning sundry 
matters to you, that the evil-speaking and lying propensities 
and AA*ant of conscience of the people here may become very 
apparent to you. The fact is, that, in time past, after the 
death of Maharajah JIurbuksh Pal, the Thakoors of all the 
Kotrccs Avcrc assembled here, and their Tliakooranccs re- 
mained inside the Palace; they made out a writing that 
the birth of Pirthee Pal Avas correct: to this the Thakoors 
of all the Kotrccs and the respectable men of tho city 
afiixcd their signatures, and they aflirmed his birth under 
solemn I'cligious atfirmation by their signatures and eA-idence ; 
they each obtained from the Ranee Kuchwyjee a writing 
for villages and forts and hereditary successions (Bapotee). 
AYhen nothing remained to the Banco Kuclnyj’jee, they 
then joined IMaharaj Pertab Pal, and liaAung caused Pertab 
Pal to affix his signature to grants of jagheers and heredi- 
tary succession (Bapotee), they denied to him their having 
signed the memorial: afterwards the end of it was that 
that A’cry memorial is yet producible, and is enclosed in 
this letter to you. IMy desire in this is, that the rascality of 
the people here may be understood by you, who, for their own 
aA’^aricious desires, act so dishonestly ; there is no confidence 
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in their signatures or Agreements ; perhaps Muddun Pal also 
has now, after exciting their avarice, caused them to Avrite 
this memorial. Having placed your orders on ray liead, I 
am silent, for I do not undertake such transactions. It is 
Avell known that Maharajah Dhurum Pal, in conseq[ucnce of 
some events happening, made Kheerut Pal Tlao; had he 
not done, so, it Avould have been the right of Jus Pal, and 
considering this right. Maharajah Nursing Pal gave in gift 
this his right in the State to one of the posterity of Jus 
Pal, viz.t Bhurt Pal, and adopted him : the same has been 
the custom handed doAvn from ancient times; for among 
the posterity of Maharajah Butten Pal, successor to Maha- 
rajah Gopal Singh, BaC Hem Pal Avas the rightful heir of the 
State ; hut he left the care of it to Toorsun Pal, aa'Iio Avas 
the Thakoor of Koondul, and seated him on the tlirone. In 
this Aray in the house of Bao JCheerut Pal, successor to Bao 
Zoorawur Pal, the right of Baoship rested Avith Bukhsh Pal j 
hut Madlio Pal was adopted and Bukhsh Pal disclaimed. 
Moreover, in Jodhpore the right to the throne rested Avitlj 
Hhowkul Singh, hut the Maharajah of the country caused 
it to devolve on Maharajah Tukht Singli : in this manner 
also, after the death of Pertah Singh, Bao BukhtaAvur Singli 
had no right to the throne; the right belonged to. the 
BijaAA'ur Thakoor, hut BukhtaA^mr Singh AV'as made the 
holder of the throne. My real meaning is this : that Maha- 
rajah Nursing Pal was the master of the rights of the State 
of KeroAA’lee ; he of his oAA'n aa'111 and affection gaA^e the right 
to Bhurt Pal, Avho, in truth, being of the progeny of Jus Pal, 
is the rightful heir to the throne, and adopted him, because 
Muddun Pal was inimical to the life of Maharajah Nursing 
Pal; primarily in this transaction A^hateA-er rebellious and 
perverse counsels Avere apparent in his conduct haA'c been 
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})ronglil to light, and lastly, whatever was the extremity of 
enmit V ho committed ; it is knomi to all ; there is no occa- 
sion to mention it openly, and when can it ever happen that 
any one should hccoino master of the property of him 
wliose life he has sought ? I am very certain that you are 
just investigating the rights of the ease ; you nill make good 
the rights to the rightful person. jMaharajah Nursing Pal 
adopted Bhurt Pal ; he is my grandson ; I am contented 
with obeying the orders of my superior in every way : • the 
fact of Bhurt Pal being my grandson is concludod, and I am 
altogether on his side (with him). I now trouble you that, as 
it is the custom of wise and just rulers to forward to the 
Officers holding superior authority whatever papers are 
produecd, good or had, therefore, if Muddun Pal’s petition 
be sent on to the Governor General’s Agent, this my letter 
also, together with the other papers enclosed, may be sent 
with it, for the sake of making known the disgraceful conduct 
of the people here, and should it have been already sent on, 
that you would be good enough to allow this and the enclo- 
sures to be forwarded also. 


(Sd.) ^Lvujee Sah Goojee. 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 2. 

Translation of general petition from tlie whole of the Judoon relations 
and Fiithansj Meer and Mootsnddies, Ahuddadars, Sepo3's, Captains, 
Bessaldars, Jemadai's, &o., the Mussulman and all the servants of 
the State of Keronrlee, to Mahaiiakee Sahib Sbee Maiijee Sahib 
K ucinvYjEE, to Mahjee Sahib Sbee Rajawutjee, to Mahjee Sahib 
Sree Sesodkeejee. 

On the day Maharaj Hurhulcsh Pal died, several people 
brought to the Durbar Pertah Pal for the purpose of putting 
him on the throne ; it was hoped that the Sesodneo Ranee 
was with child, on which he ordered his relations to act with 
deliberation and proclaim Sreejeo as their ruler. At that 
time they did not pay due attention to your orders, and 
Pertah Pal was being proclaimed; on which you directed 
Sreejee to he proclaimed, and said, ** do not proclaim him” 
(Pertah Pal), and you sent and seized the person proclaim- 
ing and imprisoned him; you did it because you were 
convinced of the Sesodnee Ranee being uith child. Pour 
months afterwards, we aR, together with the Rajah’s rela- 
tions, petitioned, saying that " many doubt the truth of the 
Sesodnee Ranee being with child, wherefore show the 
Sesodnee Ranee to our Thakooranees ; they ivill toll us of 
the truth of the fact, when we shall be freed from all 
doubt.” You called our Thakooranees and showed Iior (the 
Ranee) to the wives of respectable men and Hurdeneen 
Ohowles, and certified the truth of the pregnancy ; the two 
women and Thakooranees told us, and then the truth 
came to all our minds ; whatever is the custom in this Raj 
for pregnant women was performed before us all ; our wives 
were present at the time. Afterwards, when Pertah Pal 
knew its truth, he left the city, and Thakoor Lutclimun 
Chund and other Thakoors who were with him went away 
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and began to concert ■witclicraft (prog), and the agents 
for it ncrc seized and brought. On Phagun Budh 2, 
Sunibut lSn5, Srcc ]Maharnj Pirthcc Pal was born of the 
Scsodnce llancc, at which, lime the wives of all the royal 
family were present; avc all remained at the outer door: 
we were all very much pleased to hear of the birth of 
the Srcc ^laharaj ; and as they say there is a doubt in the 
mind of Perlab Pal of the birth of Srcc ]Maharaj Pirthee 
Pal, he is himself false. liooking only to his ownx advan- 
tage, 1 x 0 desires to make a distui*bance inthe country, and 
sedition that he may rule in this State, so ho clcaxdy com- 
mits rebellion and ruins the Stntc. There is no doubt of the 
birth of Srcc ^laharaj Pirthcc Pal ; he was born from the 
womb of the Scsodnce llance by !Maharaj Hurbuksh Pal. 
■\Tc, all the relations, IMootsuddics, Ahuddadars, Sepoys, are 
all the servants of this State, and the servants of Maharaj 
Pirthcc Pal ; till jyiaharaj Pirthcc Pal is grown up we will 
all obey you. If any of us do differently, we are as if we 
changed our religion, and guilty to the Sirkar Company ; 
outcastes, outlaws, from our lands. Wc have wi’ittcn this 
of oixr oxvn pleasure to you, dated Asar Budh 13th, Sumbut 
1S9G. 

(Sd.) Tbjikoor Shnm P.t1. 

llao Guj Singl), of Jiineewnr. 

Tliakoor Pertab Singh, JBheorthoowara. 

„ Urjim Singh. 

„ K.Tsram of (illegible). 

,, Pirthee Singh of do. 

„ Ram Singh, of Kho. 

„ Bulwimt Singh, of Samarda. 

„ Eae Singh of !Mnchee. 

„ Santhul Singh, of Futtehpoor. 

Subadar Phylad Singh. 


I 
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(Sd.) Jemadar Ikram Xlian. 

„ Melirab Klian. 

Jemadars of Cavalij. 
lialla 131iug\van Sing^li. 

Subadar Imara-oodcc Xbnn. 
Rambux. 

Chowdry Ram Cbuud, 

Bbugut Singh, 

Meer Umjad Alee. 

Sumpnt Singh, of Ootgurh. 
Plriadas. 

Sheer Singh, Xuchdeo Singh. 
Mohun Chund. 

Thakoor Riehit Singh, of Subhdec. 
Koomedan Laehmun Singh. 

Captain Gholam Mahomed Khan. 
Rugmint Singh, of Machanee. 

Debe Singh, Moknn Singh, of Seria. 
Mundhir Singh. 

Thakoor Girmir Singh, 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 3. 

Translation of a paper to the address of the Sesodnee Banee of Maea- 
BAJAH Hubbuesh Pal, showing that the Banee was pregnant. 

We, the wives of the relations and Thalcooranees of 
the Chiefs, Avent to see whether the Sesodnee Ranee Avas 
pregnant ; we saw her and she is pregnant : should any 
object, wherever we may have to ansAver for the truth of 
this, Ave will do so. 

Signature of Ghowdry Bam Chnnd, dated Mahabudi 
6th Sumhut 1895. 

Signatures of Madho Pal and Thakoor Sham Pal. 
That our wires have seen the Banee, who is 
certainly pregnant. 

Thakooranee Chohanjee, of 

Thakoor Madho Singh, of Ootgeerwaree. 

„ Chuttur Pal, of Bajpoor. 

„ Mohun Pal. 

„ Uijun Singh, of Moorar. 

Buttnnlal, son of Chowle Jellal. 

Thakoor Bunjoot Singh, of Ehnreta. 

Bao Guj Singh, of Janeewur. 

Chow'bey Girdharee, High Priest. 

Sheer Singh, of Telwaie. 

Bichet Singh, of Salvidee. 

Bugnath Singh, of Machanee. 

Pertab Singh, of Burthoom. 

Hathee Singh, of Chobey. 

Jowan Singh, of Borwasea. 

Beharee Pal, of Inayutta. 

Jowahir Singh, of Kho. 

Dewan Gopal Bux. 

Chowdiy Bam Chxmd. 

Goshwamee Sree Burun Kishor, who have seen with 
my own eyes that the pregnane^’ is certain. 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 4. 

TninfilaUon of n loiter from GooJi:i: to the nddros.') of 

KANT i^IoNCK Maso.v, Politioiil Affcul, ICcrowlcc, dated lllJi May 1853. 

]?oiuiBiiLY I sent you a letter willi the memorial signed 
by all the TJialcoors concerning tho integrity of the hirtli 
of Pirtlico Pal. I now understand for various reasons 
you have not forw'ardcd it, and I send you this letter, in 
the hoi)e that you will ho pleased to send this, together 
with tho previous letter and the Jnemorial, to the Governor 
GeneraPs Agent. My desire is, that by sending it, in 
case the above-named memorial should reach the Govcj’nor 
General’s Agent and he compared with that in favor of 
Maharajah Pertah Pal sent formerly, and which will he 
in the OUice of the Governor General’s Agent, the Go- 
vernor General’s Agent will he able to understand the 
veracity or falsehood of tho family of the llnjahs of this 
State. Tho fact is, that I rely on Government and lean 
on the justice. of the British nation, and have strong hope 
that the Siricar in their great justice may follow out tho 
wishes of Maharajah Nursing I’al, like what happened at 
Jodhporo, Oodeypore, ICotah, and Ulwur, &c. If not, 
though I am a woman in purdah, Avithout power to move, 
yet I also can hi’ing forward, God Avilling, a memorial ; 
less, hut somewhat like the one Muddun Pal lias produced ; 
hut such being reckoned redundant for passing judgment 
by the British Government, I did not make arrangements 
for it. This is my request, that ray prayer he sent to 
tho Governor General’s Agent. My intention is, that 
enquiry has been made from all the several Political Agents 
in llnjwari’a regai’ding the custom of adoptions, and it is 
certain that all the Agents, after enquiring from the principal 
people of each State, will have sent in their letters. I do 
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not know what has hocu writicn from cacli State: if I 


knew the contents of the Kej>ort of cacli Political Agent, 
anti if I Avas aware that in some States, like Ootlcyporc, 
Jotlhporc, L'lwnr, Kotah, ^c., where the same circumstances 
have occurred which have happened to ]\rahara.jah Nursing 
Pal, the people of those Stales have given information to 
the several Agents contrary to the act of IMaharajah 
Nursing Pal, I myself will write to them a letter containing 
the account of the acts (adoptions) in their OAvn States, 
and forward it also to the Governor General’s Agent, in 
the hope that he Avill consider on their deeds since they 
write against the adoption hy Nursing Pal, hut do not 
rcflcci on Avliat has J)ccn done in their own States: adop- 
tion is customary in the Avliolc of Piajwarra, and it can be 
done though the prcsumjdive heir he not adopted. There 
arc numerous examples of it ; in .Todhpore, in UIwur, in 
Kotah, in Shopnr, in the various Kotrccs, the heir presump- 
th'c is not adopted, and the person in posscs'^ion can do 
as he thinks jiroper. Lihe as in .7<*ypore, after the death 
of Maharajah .Tuggut .Singh, Mohim Nazir, who was the 
manager, seated on the throne 3Ian .Singli of Nurwur, 
and not the .lijellrnman, who Avas ])resumpiiA'e Iteir; Avhen 
it Avas muler-toyd that a queen in the Palaca.’ Avas pregnant 
and a fyn AA'as horn, thf ahoA'e Nazir dejjosed !Man .Singh ; 
in like luaun'T at Kerowji'.., after Maharajah Gojial Singh, 
ITcni Pal Ava*: the [)re‘.uinptivc heir, hut the persons who 
ATcre managing the State sent fur 'Joorsum Pal from 
Koondul and seated him on the throne and set sszds 


Hem Pal: at that tinie the royal family said 
The fact as to v.hom the p ’ojile Ixerc: AVfnild pref-r 
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satisfaction of tlieir avarice, and does not rest upon 
tlie right or otherwise of a party. Like as, after the 
death of Maharajah, Hurhuksh Pal, consequent on their 
desire for great wealth, the relations of the Eajah 
joined Banee Kuchwyjee, and signed the general peti- 
tion attesting the birth of Pirthee Pal; afterwards, when 
the Banee had no more wealth, and Maharajah Pertab 
Pal had gratified their avarice by grants of jagheers, villages, 
and hereditary successions (Bapotee), they joined him and 
did not consider their own sealed signatures a bit. In this 
manner, if Maharajah Nursing Pal had not desired the 
presence of a British Agent, and their perfidies had still 
continued, none of the royal relations would have been 
dissatisfied. . They now still think that, if Bhurt Pal should 
continue on the throne, the Agent will remain, and their 
profits will cease ; hearing this, I consider tliat it is super- 
fluous to enquire into Maharajah Nursing Pal’s age; 
he died at the age of 16 years : whatever were his abilities 
and qualifications are known to you; there is no occasion 
to mention them. It is well known that “ age depends on 
knowledge and not on years, ” and the Maharajah possessed 
the wisdom to preserve the State amidst the confusion 
caused by Muddun Pal and Luchmun Pal and others. If 
the Maharajah had not determined to call in the Political 
Agent, it is certain it would not have been possible to have, 
preserved this State, because there were great disturbances 
in it, and great injuries inflicted on the neighbouring ones. 
What proof then is there that the State would have lasted ? 
The fact is, that the Maharajah did not call the Agent, 
because the well-being of the country could not have been 
preserved by the Maharajah, but for the expulsion and 
compulsion of the rioters : this was the result of the advent 
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of the Agonf. On this account the very coming of the Agent 
is a proof of the intelligence and cleverness of the j\raharnjah, 
and no less was the calling of the Agent an act of his 
wisdom ; and if it he not so, let the servants of the iMaharajali 
on oath he asked whether it was not done hy the sole 
Council of the Maharajah. The lime of coming of age is 
settled according to laws hy tlic British Government; hut 
the proof* cannot he made to apply to llindostan, because, 
on account of the heat of this country, many men and 
women are fit for marriage before the age of fifteen, and hy 
enquiry the truth of the above can ho proved. The ]\raha- 
rajah was fit for marriage a long time before his death, and 
his betrothal had taken place; hut on account of the 
squabbles in the management of the State, the arrangements 
for the marriage were not concluded ; therefore his not being 
married cannot bo reckoned a sufiicicnt reason for his not 
having power over his own countiy; for this reason, 
whatever has been done by the Jraharajah has been in 
every way lawful. I am much concerned in this business, 
because the royal family have been eating the vitals of the 
State for the last If or 15 years, and destroyed it. lYhcn 
Jlahar.njah Kursing Pal ascended the throne, he, of his own 
ability, so arranged matters, that the I’ascality of his rela- 
tions might be stopped, on which account they all became 
his enemies, and by means of the names of the llanees of 
Pertab Pal inveigling them and putting them forward (the 
real leaders being Muddun Pal and Luchmun Ohund and 
others), they cndcavoui’cd by open and secret means to take 
the Maharajah’s life. Thousands of men managed to creep 
into the Palace and lived upon thousands of Rupees, squeezed 
and plundered from the country and taken from the 
Ranees. The Maharajah, by calling for the Political Agent, 
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destroyed the profits of those rebellious people and ruined 
them. It Avill he astonishing if the petition signed by 
these enemies of the Maharajah be reckoned patent; also 
consider that, after the Maharajah had determined on chas- 
tising them and they became his enemies, how can they be 
made to act according to his desire or counsel, and will not 
those who were with Muddun Pal and under him when he 
plundered the country still act with him ? I am hopeful of 
obtaining justice from the Government in tliis affair ; and 
if such be done, that whoever quarrels with the Bajah 
because of a claim, and that claim be not in retribution 
destroyed, it is certain that every one having a claim will 
remain inclined to kill every Bajah in hopes of obtaining 
the throne. It is well known, too, that the son does not 
receive the rights of his father, because he is his enemy and 
disobedient. Kuwab Nusseer-ood-deen Hyder, King of 
Lucknow’s son, was Moona Jan; he rebelled against his 
father. After Nusseer-ood-deen’s death, the rulers, agreeably 
to the last Will of his father, did not seat Moona 
Jan on the throne, but placed some one else, who was 
a relation, on the throne, and Moona Jan was present, 
but not entitled to the throne. In this manner at Kerow- 
lee Maharajah Manuk Pal’s eldest son was Amoluk Pal; he 
rebelled against Manuk Pal, but had not such enmity as 
Muddun Pal, on which Manuk Pal turned Amoluk Pal out ; 
he lived and died in the Port of Ootgurh. 


(Sd.) Mahjee Sah Goojee. 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 5. 

Letter from Political Agent, Kerowlee, to the address of Mahjee Goojee 
Sahibah, dated 18th May 1853. 

Tour letter lias been received concerning the adoption 
of Bhnrt Pal, and that, if the former letter yon sent on this 
subject has not been sent to the Governor General’s Agent, 
it be forwarded with tMs letter, as enquiries are going on 
there concerning this case, and enquiries concerning the 
rights of the question are being prosecuted in Rajwarra. 
"Whatever investigation was necessary in tliis case has been 
brought to a close, and whatever was necessary to be 
written has been written, and there only remains the 
expectation of an answer from Government. I do not 
know who has told you this or how you heard it : there 
was no use sending on the memorial which was before 
sent in by you and by Muddun Pal, biit for fear that the 
Raojee might reckon some favoritism had been exercised 
in withholding his memorial, it has been forwarded ; and 
because I considered it immaterial to send your petition, 
I did not send it or your letter. Now, from your being 
not pleased, I fear I ought to have sent it, and I now write 
that, though in sending your general petition and that of 
the Rao there is no use or object to be gained, yet, for 
your satisfaction, I am forwarding to the Governor Goneral’s 
Agent both your letters and the general petition. 

(True Translations.) 

(Sd.) John 0. Brooke, Captain, 

Asstt. Foltl. Agent, Ileyicar. 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 6. 

Letter from Maharanee Sree Mahjeb Nurrookee, (Chief Eanee of 
Maharajah Peutab PaLj) and from Mahjee Eanee Sree Mah- 
JEE Bankab-utjee, (second Eanee . of Mahaiujah Pertab Pae,) 
to the address of Sir Henrt Latteence, k. c. b., Governor 
General’s Agent for the States of Eajpootana. 

As at the death of the hoy Nursing Pal I wrote a letter 
to the Political Agent in favor of Muddun Pal, it is certain 
you will have heard its purport; it is now eleven months 
since this State has been without a ruler, in consequence of 
which we are abused and made light of in the country. We 
have now heard that you have made enquiries concerning 
adoption from the several States; the circumstances are as 
follows : — At the time of the death of the old Maharajah 
(Hurbuksh Pal) my Maharajah (Pertab Pal) was the pre- 
sumptive heir to the throne; in accordance Avith his right, 
and Avith the consent of the relations and responsible servants 
of the State, he ascended the throne, and at his death the 
right to the succession rested with the Bao of Hudotee 
(Nursing Pal) ; in accordance Avith his claim and ancient 
usage, Avith the consent of the relations and ancient servants 
of the Kaj, having placed Nursing Pal on the throne of 
tills State, I obtained the consent of the English Government 
for the succession of the boy : wherefore a khureeta expressive 
of satisfaction at my right decision came to my address 
from the above Government, and which I still possess. By 
the Avill of God he departed this life in tender years, Avithout 
having tasted the fruit (marriage) of this transitory world ; 
on which account my request is, that, after Nursing Pal, 
the right to the sovereignty of the State belongs to the Bao 
of Hudotee (Muddun Pal) ; in like manner, as Nursing Pal 
ascended the throne of Berowlee from being Bao of Hudo- 
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to<' ncoonlin'^ to his rii^ht, nntl Kiio ^^luddtin Tnl 1)ccnmc 
lino of lludotoi*, tho riirht (« tlio .Slnfo rests, Ihercfore, with 
the linn of JIndolee, The cMsfom nnd ohscrvnnccs of nil 
Striios is, that, nt tho dcnih of any sovereign, he is appointed 
to tin* throtn* who is next of kin and the rightful claimant, 
since, firfthj, in this State none hut Muddun I’al has any 
claim t<» tl»e suece>isi,»n ; Ft'cotnUv, this succession has now 
reached the familv of ICheerut I’al ; thirtlU)^ ^^addun Pal is 
the nephew of iny Maharajah (Pertah Pal) ; in this way 
also Mnddnn Pal is the presumptive heir of the throne; 
and in all .States the custom aud c-retnnuy of adoption is as 
follows : — It is tin* riglit of the next of kin and presumptive 
heir, not an atfair of husiness, to he given to thosa* who may 
he favorites. Jt js certain that never has the right of the 
presumptive heir been as yet destroyed hy the Olliccr.sof the 
Kuirlish Clovermnent, and newr have the ancient ceremonies 
rind cuvloms been chntnred in any way in any State hy the 
same (ioverntnent. Ilo^ardim:, tlicrefore, that tin’s Slate has 
Ihh’h favorahlv considen'd from ancient times hv von, it is 
hoped that no ceremonies or ancient customs of this State 
will he altered a singh? hair’s breadth hy you, because, firstly, 
Xursijjg Pal hitu-elf was young and had not reached 
puberty, and was not married ; because he had not come to 
the atre of p\jherty, and he had not been allowed by the 
British Goverinm-nt to interfere in any way witli the affairs 
of the State: since, then, the llritisli Government had not 
allowed him to interfere in the affairs of the State on 
account of his vouth, how could he interfere so much as to 
adopt a sour In the act of adoption, the consent of ns all 
and of the near n'lations is necessary ; wlicrefore, without 
giving information to us .and to the relations, without 
luiving been married, the adoption of a person so foreign 
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(distant) Avas an act impossible. During liis (Nursing 
Pal’s) life there "vvas no .mention over of an adoption; hut 
after his death certain self-interested people, for their own 
profit, consulting together, sent a Ichureeta concerning an 
adoption to the Political Agent: the custom of adoption 
without marriage and without performing the usual customs 
on adoption is nowhere allowed in any part of Piajasthan. 
This is well known to you; and if the sovereign of a State 
do not inform you of its affairs, whom shall he inform? 
The British Government is the just of the world, &c. ; there- 
fore they should give, in friendship, tlie rcijuisitc orders to 
this State hy wliieh the customs may remain as formerly. 
We, reckoning 3Iuddun Pal the rightful claimant of this 
State according to strict justice, now trouble you that the 
load he taken off our shpulders. Your justice and the 
report of your doing right is, like the sun, apparent to all 
Bajasthan, and we are in hopes that you will favor us with 
an answer to this khureeta, that we may he acquainted with 
(your deeision). Continue to write to us. 

Signed hy and Seal Signed hysmd Seal oT 

of Jlaharanegee Sree Jlaijjee Uaneejee Sree 

3Ia)yoe Sahib Nuroojee. iMabjcc JlanlaiH'utJec. 


(Translated.) 

(Sd.) J. C. Biwoke, Captain. 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 7. 

Kurr.r!T\ ft^in M Mi\n\vnJri. Si;m; M.\Wi3'r {'Ainn Sr.r.j: 

(wifr r.f M Ih iuifKfjt Pat.'-, tn tin’ .nMro ': nf Siti Hr.vnv 

, Jt., (ti'Vrrj»«'r (irtu ml**- .\!;i’nt fnr ILijjh>otnMn. 

Tin*. l\>rM3c of Kvrowloo ha'^ Ucon empty for (lie last 
eleven months: iliis hn'i hroupht tliVirrace upon the State 
nmnim those nllietl to it anil lhroni;hont Kajwarra; for 
n'hieh I am much ashamed. I have now heard that you 
have written eonrerninir the custojns of adojition to the 
State's of r.aja'^than. Tins is an aeeoimt of the events licrc : 
frnjn our aneevtors not hnvini: issue, this State came to (lie 
family of Kheenit I’al when Xursinj: I’al hecamc ll.njah 
frsnn hohiinj; Hudotiv, whieh was approved hy the Britisli 
Government, and Hao Muddun Pal hecame lino of lludolcc 
in due sucee-ssion. >‘ow that Xursim; Pal, Maharajah, is dead 
aud Muddun Pal is the pn'sumptive heir of the State, in 
like manner as Maliaraj Nursins; Pal w.as Kao of lludotec 
and heeaine Knjnh (of Kerowlee), so now the right of the 
State heloiius to Kao Muddun Pal, and (here is no other, 
excepting Muddun Pal, who is a rightful claimant and the 
nearest of kin : this is the custom of adoption throughout 
all Kajwarra ; whoever, after the death of the sovereign, is the 
presumptive heir and a near relation is seated on the throne, 
and a favorite cannot ho chosen. In the J’alaco in which 
Maharajah Nursing Pal lived I also reside; and I used 
to go to enquire concerning the health of ]\Iaharajah 
Nursing Pal, hut I tiover heard mention made of an adop- 
tion. On the day that ^Eaharajah Nursing Pal died I 
went to enquire, hut even on that day I heard no mention 
of it ; I heard three or four d.ays after ^laharajah Nursing 
Pal’s dc:ith that some scoundrels of servants had UTitten a 
khurceta about the adoption: you be pleased to consider 



78 succEssroN to the kerowlee ciiiefship, 

tliis TveU, for it is no falseliood. Tiie Maliarajah Nursing 
Pal Lad no power to speak concerning the affairs of the 
State, and on account of liis youth he was not married ; 
how can his power to adopt he acknowledged ? and without 
being married he could do nothing: no adoption could 
he made hy a youth. I am in liopes you will grant it 
(the throne) to the rightful claimant: you are the ruler 
over all Rajwarra; be pleased to show your favor to 
this State, by which my caste and tlie dignity of tlie State 
will be preserved. You %rill be pleased to understand 
that the Kamdars here have intrigued very much ; if you 
do not take notice of the intrigues carried on by the 
Kamdars since the Agency has been established here, then 
who will ? Be pleased to continue to write. Dated Jeyt 
Budh 13th Sumbut 1909. 

Signed by Sree Maharaneejee Sree Mahjee Sahib Sreo 
Scsodneejee. 


(Translated.) 

(Sd.) J. 0. Bbooke, Captain. 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 8. 

Kj’fecut on the part of all the Hajpoots, Thakoors (of the Kotrees, &c.) 
of .the ancient Hon^blc Chiefs, and the faithful servants of the 
State, and other people, residents of the City and Province of 
Kerowlee, Hindoos and Mussulmen Chiefs and inhabitants for 
hundreds of j’ears, who have afBxed their signatures to the 
address of LiEOTE}«.urr-Coi.oN’EL Sir Henry Lawrence, k. c. b.. 
Governor General’s Agent for Rajpootana ; written on the 28th 
Maj’ 1853. 

It is now ‘eleven months sineethe throne of the State of 
Kerowlee has been empty for want of a suceessor ; on 
Avhich account the knowledge of it has caused ridicule 
among our relations in Rajasthan. The whole account will 
have been previously understood by you of the right of 
succession to the throne of Kerowlee, and with whom the 
right (to the throne) rested, and the death before marriage 
of the Slaharajah at the age of 15 and some months, and 
the news of tlie adoption on the advice of certain rebellious 
Kamdars for the sake of their oim avaricious desires and 
the destruction of the State ; the writing of the memorial 
by us all, connections, belonging to the State of Kerowlee, 
■and the khureetas from tlie Ranees which were sent to 
you through the Political Agent of Kerowlee. Those rebel- 
lious people say that the khureeta (of adoption) was given 
during the life-time (of Alaharajah Kursing Pal) : but that 
was a time when he was insensible and forgetful and dying. 
The khureeta was signed because the seal being in the 
possession of those rebellious parties, th^ could do with it 
as they pleased. Xou are aware that the boy who v*as 
stated to have been adopted was brought in^o ihe cL,* l >■> o 
days after the Maharajah’s death. At the time you tsme to 
Kerowlee you heard our opinions in the Common Haii of 
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Audience, that there was ho other rightful claimant to the 
throne of Kerowlee, excepting Muddun Pal. We hare now 
heard that enquiry and search is being secretly made by 
threats in Kerowlee, so that, should the signatures and 
agreements or witnessing of a few people come hefote 
you, you will he pleased to sanction (after considering 
■with justice and enquiry) what is written in the memorial 
which was previously sent to you. Because the British 
Government is wise and just and generous, wherefore we 
hope that you "will, in kindness and justice, give so righteous 
an answer that the rightful claimant may receive his right, 
and we all, great and small, will ever pray for you ; and 
the report of your good name and justice may he spread 
near and far throughout Bajasthan, &c. Another request 
is, that another kyfeeut of the same meaning as this has 
been sent to the Political Agent, Kerowlee : perhaps the 
account of it will have reached you. 


Seal of Iinchmua Chund, Seal of Thakoor Bao Bc> Seal of Thakoor Sham 

of Umurgurh, haree Pal, of Naj-etec. Pal, of Eaonnrntta. 


' Bnrrora. 


Pertab Singh, of Dhoonvas. 

Bhowaneo Singh "l 
Girwor Singh } 

Thakoor Kurrnn Singh, of Khaudanpoor.j 
,, Kasarain, of Puttehpoor. 

Bam Singh, of Bho. 

Thakoor Bhooput Singh, of Scemorwar. 
Hnijun Singh, of Semnrda. 

Immt Singh, of (illegible). 

Gnjraj Singh, of Choutara. 

Hehtab Singh, of hlamcharee. 
l^ehal Singh, of Betaolee. 

Oodey Singh, of Dhorera. 

Ponchnm Singh, of IN'e'ffaree. 

Phylad Singh, of Suledee. 

Buldeo Singh, of Suledee. 

Kishore Singh, of Snledee, 


Bao Kupoor Singh, of Punchpoor and 
Haggudrae. 

Thakoor Gopal Singh, of Hnmuggor. 
Bao Jllunohir Singh, of ^chec. 
Thakoor Hunmut Singh, of Machanec. 
„ Bhugot Singh, of Megrey. 

,, lilulkan Singh, of Botey. 

„ Oomrao Singh, of Oofcgurh. 

„ JesTvnnt Singh, of Maokhera. 

Boomadan Lutchmun Singh. 
Bh'oonmn Bao. 

Simbhoo Bao. 

Ohondry Necharcyram. 

Signature of all the Jagan (bards). 
Heera Bee Jyga. 

Gopal „ „ 

Milya „ „ 
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FoMia Kr-o Jvfrfl 
Jllinn-.inran „ 

lI.rUtfrA 

I^lnsr Fitipli, tS Mtidljiir.v 
C'hni'altin *'!" Jtnns, 

Kf'.irrv* Sinpli. <if (ijirrliof'. 
Jlfnirulnr All 

I!ur\!t-f< Pal. nr f*l)a'’r.Tjr'nn!i. 
Nndim Pal. cif Kliay.mlnr. 
Umlrff I'.il, jif ll.nr.«l.«, 
finliisul Pal. Ilf Pimlainjvvir. 
Pal. nf Klu'-lij^j-'ra. 


TItnl;(vtr Piillnji .Sinfili. of Dlivfi.nt. 
•Inm.'idnr Mnlirali Klian. 

„ MiilioiiU'd Xiair Kiinii. 

„ IliitttniiM Klinti. 

„ f-inMnn Klimt. 

,. ArifKIinti. 

Ki-iinviir Kii-1i<‘ii Plinwlcn, Pricil. 
lOiaSyr Nnwill Siliftli. 

Mt«T liinyiit Ali. 

('liaM.il Sir!;rli, tif K'''i.j)(>oni. 

TJial.n'ir Oomrao .‘^itifrli, of Ilajiioy. 
Pi-nmi Uitlil'-'jK'. 


H'-.il of Tl:a1;rair Sral of TliaLm-r ' Htirfjoliiiul, of Mnrliiiljioor. 
IJa!:lin.-,ria{li Siiiijli. n-.iMr-i .‘^i:if;h, of! _ Pnal of Tli.il:oor 

t.f Hiinlic'm. l*n..;;jirli. Fralof (illc^jililo.) J^-jrhitum Chuntl, 

J!tillr>-.ji P.al. «,f | of ,\II 1 fn.^. 


Moliijti P.il. of Xf rtr.i. .«fal of (ilIcKiWo.) 

llijay Sisicli. i f P-.'laj, j f'lmffrr, Fiti;;!i. of 

.'■■if.!?!), of Xvnnl t^inah. of Kir Miliioor. 

G!w!,r.r Sio|.h J Kn„,.Mr. ' Sin^di, of . 

J fr!:.o riocii ) Sutattili'r of Xi'liiftn.i. 

IsaJwr ■) Hlmrn Sitifrli. of .. 

Gnj>:.l j - ' j Tli.il.oor Mo'.'''- Fiiipli, of Xonr.'illoo. 

Ti.’.'iV'o.r Hi'lirti .‘Sitij'li, of ti’iijtnlj.i ir. | „ Kn'.ln-n J;iiif;J* os ll.ij.ih (Ilajali- 

Sial fif Tli.'.la-ir of (iij;if*a laiv-thor). 

f.f Siti"Ii, tif Mo!*-.-.!, Thal.'oor DiilM Singh ft-i Silver (Rooji.i- 
. Piittnlijaa.r. l;e<'.ll) 0 r}. 

S'*;;! of Tl..i';oir Tiialaa.r S.il.itnut TitaVixir Si'j'.il Sinph tiM llnir (IJnl 

Xr; .''ionh. c f Sit!'.:!!, i.fClij t!j*'«ir. Ja-<-t!iiir). 

t<i-a. Put!* lij^ /r. 'Jhala^'ir Axnal Tli.itri'ir Suroop Singh, of Ilufchnnpoor. 

Sitij'li.iif IJiithbax- (rinitidiiti .Sinph 1 • 


, 'f ofPnnchon. 

ll.ipljo'jn.itli Sinplt J 

Tiaiioir Shi-i Sl!!"h, of lJr.i:ii''Kir:i. Dan Siliph 7 m 

. SI, ; nyl..l.Sbsl,J 
„ Jltshvnr.t Sit.ph. nf Goliinil Singh, of XisMpow. 

IVrohi: Piittn-.ratn, t.f IltirJ.i.M .u • T' j .Sinph, of Kjnr;o<l.i- 

Gu.''*.iin Itii!!//- (j'ir. Knphoona’.h Singh) TTi-yh— i 

TJjakoor .Sinh.r Sinpli, of Ih-niipn. Girdhar Singh S 

„ Do j:;p’.Jr.‘'*itiph,ofKh:s!ii«>Qra.; Thahoor Man Singh, of Gahhal-hac. 

Addrci-'Sed to M.\ii.u;.u.iir ^IrnnuK r.ir., K.>.o of Tuiaipior. 

;Tnir.i!.i'.cd.] 

(Sd.) C. liaPOKr, 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 9. 

Abstract of Lieutenant Mason^s opinions regarding the daims of tlie 
rival Candidates to the Chiefehip of Kerowlcc. 


Muddun’s arguments are, that an 
old man, mthout sons and without 
the hope of sons, having assembled 
and obtained the advice of his 
Chiefs, having consulted with the 
Political Agent and obtained the 
permission of the Paramount Power, 
might have adopted the lineal heir 
of a common ancestor : that Bhurt 
Pal’s adoption was irregular, because 
Nursing Pal was under age. 


Keroiolee. — Rao' Mud dun 
Palis the direct representative 
of the second son of Phurum 
Pal (the line of the eldest son 
being extinct), and the British 
Government has to a certain 
extent acknowledged him as 
the lineal heir of that branch 
by admitting his claim to Hu- 
dotee. 

The only two arguments 
against the claims of Bhurt 
Pal which have any weight in 
Political Agent’s mind are, that 
Nursing Pal, being a minor 
and immarried, had no power' 
to adopt. I have consulted 
with Rao Muddun Pal, every 
Chief and influential person 
in Kerowlee, “ and I have par- 
ticularly remarked that Nur- 
sing Pal’s nonage has never 
been adduced as an obstacle 
to the adoption. Moreover, 
the plea of Nursing Pal’s 
nonage does not, I think, occur 
in any of the documents set- 
ting forth the claims of Mud- 
dun Pal.” 
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lie sliould Lave become hon& 
fide master of liis inberilancc. 

J 3 c'eause lie liad been for about l^^ieri Political AgCnt 'Went 

a year dejirived by tbe Supreme JCerowleC, three years agO, 

Government of independent power , *11, 

^ Ivursmg Pal was nominally 

in bis Pnneipality. x. -o 

ruling without any Kegency ; 
. that lie liad ruled for a year, 
and would have continued to 
rule had Muddun I’al and 
others been loyal. Tliat these 
latter “ trampled on, plundered, 
and afterwards murdered, the 
owners and cultivators of the 
soil and ruined the State, — a 
system which would most pro- 
bably flourish fora time under 
Muddun Pal, who, in the days 
of Nursing Pal’s • unaided 
nonage, was foremost in the 
rank of oppressors and plun- 
derers, leader of rebels, openly 
opposed to lawful authority, 
and, according to my own 
unshaken opinion and general 
belief, the director (as I for- 
merly officially stated) of a 
secret conspiracy against the 
life of his sovereign.”* 


• JJo was fully ao'juItto'J of tliis by 
ColontI T/ow. 

(.Sd.) }J, M. JjAverncr., 

Ji'JtrA, fJ'JiT. fJrr.l, 
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Bccnusc he did not asscinhlc and 
obtain the approbation of his Chiefs. 


Because he did not considt tlio 
Political Agent or obtain the au- 
thority of the Paramount Power. 

Because he did not announce the 
adoption till a short period before 
his death. 


Bcc.auso he did not seal the an- 
nouncement with his large Official 
Se.al. 


Because ho did not adopt the 
direct heir. 


Opinion of the Chiefs of Kcrowlee. 


No assemblage of Chiefs 
could have tahen place to 
consult about the succession, 
because the strict ordei’s of 
the Governor General’s Agent 
and Political Agent compelled 
all the Chiefs to reside on 
their Estates. 

Had the Political Agent 
been addressed, he could not 
(till authorized) have coun- 
tenanced the adoption, and on 
that account Nursing Pal 
delayed to announce it. 

The Rajah’s large Official 
Seal was in the Political Agent’s 
custody, who would not have 
given it up on the Rajah’s 
requisition. 

The adoption was made 
purposely to prevent the suc- 
cession of Muddun Pal, who 
was, for very cogent reasons, 
peculiarly obnoxious to the 
dying testator. 

The Political Agent, on the 
12th October, submitted a me- 
morial, signed and sealed by 
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jiumerons JadoAV Chiefs, insup- 
liort of Muddun Pal’s claims : 
lie does not attach so much 
importance to the memorial 
as it seems to possess. A like 
memorial was signed (thougli 
not so generally as that now 
submitted) by many Oliicfs 
and others of influence at 
Kcrowlce, to set aside tlic rights 
of Pertab Pal. 

The signatures were not die* 
lated by personal friendly feel- 
ings for Muddun Pal, nor by. 
flic consideration that ho was 
the next heir. 

The memorial was the re- 
sult of intrigue, and not a re- 
cord of the feelings and wishes 
of the aristocracy of Kerowlee. 

Political Agent lias, during 
the last year, received two 
memorials, very numerously 
signed by Thakoor Luchmuu 
Chund andother Chiefs, regard- 
ing claims of Nawab Surfuraz 
Klrnn against thcKcrowlee Go- 
vernment : in both cases the 
memorials were returned, as 
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Political Agent TFOuld not ac- 
knowledge tlie riglit of the 
Chiefs or any other inhabi- 
tants of Kerowlee to dictate 
or interfere individually or in 
a body in any matter. 

To the memorial of the 
Chiefs in favor of Muddun 
Pal seventy signatures were 
attached ; of these — 


24 were Chiefs of Kerowlee. 

6 landed proprietors of Dis- 
tricts paying no tribute. 

7 relatives of Mud dim Pal. 
33 who had no right to vote. 

70 


Grounds of preference of tlie 
Chiefs for jVIuddun Fal. 


The nominal grounds of pre- 
ference of Chiefs for Muddun 
Pal are his rights: the real 
ones are the supposed conse- 
quent removal or relaxation 
of British influence and resto- 
ration of the iniquitous sys- 
tem under which they ag- 
grandized themselves. 


Opinion of the neighbouring 
Chiefs and their grounds of pre- 
ference. 


The signatures of 9 Chiefs, 
inhabitants of neighbouring 
States, are afBxed to the me- 
morial: that of the Rao of 
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Surmuttra is amongst the 
number.* The Eao told 
Political Agent that he had 
no preference for Muddun 
Pal’s claims, and -wished to 
obtain permission to sign be- 
fore he did so ; wherefore Poli- 
tical Agent conceives his sig- 
nature resulted from some 
Chiefs of his acquaintance hav- 
ing also signed; cannot account 
for the other 9 signatures. 
The chief family of Pabar- 
gurh, in Gwalior, is in favor of 
Muddun Pal’s claims, ha^'ing 
givenliim2 or 3 -wives; whilst 
the Shoorpoor family is in 
favor of Bhurt Pal, the mo- 
ther of Ifursing Pal (Goo- 
jee) being of that house. 


* He bas lands in Heronlee. 

(Sd.) H. H. IiATTBEXCE, 

Agent, Goer. Gent. 


(Abstracted.) 

(Sd.) J. 0. Bhooke, Ca^t. 
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ENCLOSURE NO. fO. 

Abstract of opinions of Political Officers ^in Eajpootana regarding the 

Kerowlee Succession question, in reply to Circulars Nos. 430 and 

437 from Agent, Governor General, for the States of Eajpootana. 

The succession to the throne of Kerowlee should 
rest, according to Majors Rickards, 
regarding sncccsa- Andcrson, and Captain Brooke, with 
Muddun Pal as nearest of kin ; the 
preference of the Chiefs showing he has no mental or physical 
disqualification. Major Anderson says, that the paper pro- 
duced by the Queen mother, as expressive of the wishes 
of the late Rajah, is supposed to have been a forgery, or, 
admitting the paper to he genuine, it is considered the act 
of an immature judgment. 

Major Rickards says, that Bhurt Pal was not adopted 
according to Rajpoot custom, as the late Rajah did not 
publish the fact to his Chiefs, kinsmen, and dependants, 
nor gave gifts or perform the usual ceremonies; and also 
because the widoAv of the late Rajah had no legal right to 
adopt a child. 

Captain Bm’ton mentions the opinion of the Rao of 
Kotah that the adoption of Bhurt Pal, 
Opinion of neigiibonring wlio is two degrees further removed, 

would he the height of injustice 
to Muddun Pal and his sons, and 
decidedly at variance with the usages and doctrines of 
Hindoos. 

Lieutenant Mason states that among the signatures 
to the memorial of the Chiefe, &c., of Kerowlee in favor of 
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jMuddun Pal, were those of uine Chiefs of neighbouring 
States, amongst them the Sao of Surmuttra, for most of 
which lie cannot account. 

The preference of the Chiefs of Kerowlee for ]\fuddun 
Pal is ascribed by Captains Burton • 
The girrands of the prefer- and Brookc to the hope that the 
PaL accession would result in a more 

permanent and resolute Goremment 
than could he expected from a child of Bhurt Pal’s age, 
who must continue for several years secluded in the female 
apartments, and have his affairs managed by a Banee 
and British Officer. Captain Burton- -also mentions that 
Iffuddun Pal has children, wherefore ulterior possession by 
his heir would be certain whereas the birth of a son to 
his juvenile rival is remote: but the reason which would 
predominate most in the minds of the Chiefs in deciding 
between the merits of the parties would consist in the 
withdrawal of the Political Agent from interference in 
the affairs of the State, to which the rude people of 
Elerowlee have ever evinced an antipathy. 

Lieutenant Mason affirms Muddun Pal’s riarhts as the 
ostensible reason of the preference of the Chiefs that the 
relaxation of British management would be followed by a 
restoration of the iniquitous system under wliich the Chiefs 
aggrandized themselves, and which would most probably 
ffom’ish under Muddun Pal, who, opposed to lawfril autho- 
rity, was, according to Lieutenant Mason’s opinion, the 


* Tliis is a mistake ; liis sons are dead,— H. XiAtteuxcEj Govt , GctU* s Agcnim 
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(lirrdor of a srcrot conspiracy ngainsl llic life of his 
Sovcroiirn. 

Lioutonant Mason says, that the only argument having 
any weight with him against the claims of Bhurl Pal is 
. thatT being a minor niul nnmarrietl. he had no power to 
adopt ; hui that this plea never having hetm urged in any 
document selling forth the claims of ^^nddnn Pal, lie con- 
ceives that, in the general opinion of the people of the 
country, Xnrsing Pal was not under age: that Ofiiccr 
also adds, that, though llhnrt Pal's friends cannot produce 
instances of bachelors adojding, they say there is no rule 
against their doing so; that Xursing Pal was betrothed 
before he ascended the throne, hut that ho could not marry, 
according to I’ajpool customs, until he should have become 
bomxftth: master of his inheritance. 

(.Sd.) John U. Puooki:, Caplain. 


ENCLOSURE NO. II. 

Ab'traf't of An-swor.-' of cjH<*-lKins|»ro|»oHnili*il in Cirrulnrs Nos. laO niid 
•\'\7 reg:irtliii}j jmwliee of Adoptinn to in Unjpnolniin. 

ifu. ]Jiiani)Ki:th says, “ the object of adoj)l ion is evinced 
by the derivation of the Sanscrit word 
"pootr,” a son, because “Eayuta” 
he delivers (from hell). Captain Burton says, it is the 
preservation of tho succession in one family, excluding 
female roots and preventing the introduction of a foreigner, 
through the caprice or partiality of a reigning Prince or 
his widow. 


OI>jprt of Ailoji'.ioti. 
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Qualilicaiion io adopt rests upon the person being desti- 
tute of male issue, and the law enioins 

Quaiiflcatioa io xiaopL t j •«« 

that the adopter should not seek a 
son till past the age of begetting one — pir. Brandrctb.) 
Sir U. Shakespear says, “there is no rule on this bend, but 
there is no form so binding as when a man, having lost , 
his -wives and despairing of having a son of liis OAvn, openly 
adopts one.” 


Adoption ligM of hnflinnd. 


Uklr. Brandreth and Captain Burton both say that, 
on the husband’s death, it is the right 
of his widow to adopt ; that, during 
life, “ the husband should consult with his wife as to the 
person to be adopted should they differ, it is her duty 
to yield as being under his authority, and that the right 
of adoption is absolute with him. 


Captain Burton adds that the selection must be made 
“ udth the knowledge and consent of 

Fact of pnblication. . . , , 

the principal members of the family 
and of the chief Counsellors of State. Tiie ceremonies, 
as far as practicable, with recognition of the title, must 
be effected in public.” IMajor Bickards, in addition, lays 
great stress upon the fact of publication. jMr. Brandreth 
quotes Mr. Sutherland’s Synopsis, page 218, that “ giving 
notice of the event to the B-ajah and sending invitations 
to kinsfolk appear rather to give publicity and notoriety 
than to be any essential part of the adoption.” 


It may be inferred (Mr. Sutherland’s Synopsis, page 
212) that, if male issue be disquali- 

Adoption by reason of die- j* x i 

qualification of male issue. HgQ 16^(11 iniJlCClllllBllij SUCil 
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as loss of cas(o, ihc aflriliation of a son might legally 
lake place. 


ni' 'jRnlificniii'a of fxlojttion. 


A (loiihl, he conliuues, might he enlcrlained as to the 
validily of an adoption by one not be- 
ing in the order of Gnhi (house-holder 
or married man), or by a blind, imjiolcnt person disqualified 
from inherit ing: the correct opinion appears to he that an 
adoption by any of the persons described would he valid. 


Sir 11. Shakespear, ^fajor Anderson, and Captains Burton 
and Brooke all sav, and Lieutenant 
:si. Mason seems ‘to imply, that a 
minor cannot adopt, and that there 
is no instance known to them of a Rajpoot Chief, a bache- 
lor, who was not at the s.ame time a minor: “such an 
adoption would not be binding to the clan ; and after the 
Chiefs death tlic question would be discussed on its 
merits, and such adojition would have little weight” — (Sir 
R. Shaka'spear.) " Celibacy is so stigmatized that no Hindoo 
would have the temerity to remain single: a bachelor is 
a nonentity in the social code of ITindostan: their mar- 
riages are contracted in early life; but as an impubescent 
male or female cannot adopt or devise property, the 
inheritance then descends in a collateral lino” — (Captain 
Burton.) An exception to the above is mentioned in the 
ease of Tara Bace at Gwalior, aged 7, on the death of her 
youthful husband ; Junkojeo Rao Scindiah being declared 
by the voice of the Chiefs their Sovereign and adopting the 
present ruler of Gwalior. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Lawrence quotes Macnaghten, 
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Chap. VL, Vol. 2, page 175,* (o kIjow' that adoplion hy a 
haclielor is not at variance with Hindoo Lav; no instance is, 
Ijovever, hnovn to him, and the only one menlioncdis hy 
Lieutenant Mason : it is that of Djurt Pal by Mnharaja}/ 
Nursing l^al of lOjrowlee. 


>^r] 0 ]>l!on hy wMoiy w/lJi 
liDfcbiUKi'H cojiBWjt oltUu'iityl. 


A vidov can adopt after husband's death, Iiaving receiv- 
ed Iiis consent to do so — (Captain 
!I3urton and Mr. Jirandretli.) Tlie 
Sudder Levanny Keports, Vol. 8, 
page 387, and Vol- 2, page 1G8, hav'e ruled that the husband's 
consent is necessary; but the Vyiivahara Jlyoolch, a vork 
much esteemed among the lifahrattas, .and v/ith vhich the 
customs of 3laj varra are more in unison than with any other, 
says, the sanction of the husband is not nerajssary; the 
consent of the husband's relatives alone is sutlieicnt. 


Mr. Forbes, Political Agont, Myhe-Kantah, says, that 

Adoption hy «Movr without Guzcrat adoptions must iakophw 
hnfcban.r8co«w«t. during tlie life-time of a Chief; it 

cannot take place after his death by his widow' : in case 
of death, the succession -would proceed to the next male 
heir. 3Iajors Keily and Anderson, Captain Burton and 
Lieutenant Mason take the same view : “ unless the proper 
heir be disqualified by insanity or any other infirmity from 
assuming tlie reins of sovereignty, ivhen w'hoever w'as next 
of kin would succeed by right of propinquity” — (Major 
Keily.) Captain Burton says, the right of the nearest male 
relative would not be disputed by the principal feudatories, 
unless lie liad committed some grave act of treason. Lieute- 
nant Mason says, that at Kerowlee there was one succession 
by right of propinquity. 
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Captain IJurlon «ay«;, tlij!? the allorlial nobility cxf.-rchc 
the po^vcT of nominating to their o:vn JMato*, anrl, ae an 
instance of the j) 0 '.vcr of the Ciuefs, afiduces the ‘ueee'*‘ion 
of the present IMaliarajah of Jcypoor, v. ho v.':isapO'tharnoas 
child, and sui)crseded the claims of a hoy adopted during 
his father’s life-time, ' which was done entirely hy the 
Xohlcs of the country. In Kerowlee also the Oiiefs in 
full conclave elected PcrtahFa!, the prcdece-sor of the late 
Bojah, to the throne, when Pirthee l*al (the choice of the 
Ilances) liad, with his mother, removed into Ijct native 
country. 


Lieutenant Jlason mentions t%vo instances of election 
by Chiefs, feudal dependants, retainers, &c. : l* f, Toorsun Pal 
elected 3Iaharajah of ICerowlee after the death of Gopal 
Singh ; and 2«</, Pursotun Singh’s election to the Bao of 
Surmuttra in succession to his elder brother, .Teswunt Singh. 
Lieutenant ilason, however, considers these ease? to have 
been irregular, and, in common with ilajor Anderson, 
Captain Burton, and the Bombay Political Officers, thinl'.s 
the succession ought to fall, in cases where tliere has been 
no adoption, to the “ next of tin.” 


In the paper ZMr. Brandreth received from Oodeypoor, 
on the question of adoption hr widow 
Of husbaud, itis 
stated that the feudal superior of the 
Estate should he consulted, and he has a right to object in 
the event of his being satisfied that the person sought in 
adoption is disqualified from want of capacity or other 


• Is o, the afleption ttob aTtcr ilia ilabarciali’B death.— H. hL La vewf c, Jl;’f i:J. Crnr. On.t. 
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death of the adopter — (Mr. Ijrandrcth and Sir B. Shalccs- 

Poriod nt M adoption peai’ 0 .Yct tliis is Jiot absolutely 
ought to tnko pinoo. iicccssaiy, and several cases are cited 

in which the final selection could not have been decided for 
a much longer period. 

Tlie adoption should (according to the same Authorities 
Right to adopt with Bonior aiid Captain Burton) ho by the 

first wife, who alone in Rajwarra 
has the power of adoption, whatever may be the rank of 
the others, though the case of Gungapersad llao is 
quoted in the Sudder Dewanny Reports (Vol. II., page 13G), 
in which a son was adopted by each of two widows and 
was held bj' the Court to be valid. 

Sir R. Shakespear, Major Keily, and Lieutenant Mason 

' Claim of “noawBt of kin” consMcr that the “nearest of kin*’ 
to ho adopted. ought to be adopted. Major Keily 

says, that in all cases the adoption must, be made with 
consent of next heir to the throne ; but if ho refuses to 
waive his right, the adoption cannot take place, for, if 
there was no check of this sort, it would bo . in the power 
of the Chief, if so disposed, to do grievous wrong to the 
next heir; and also, if the custom of the country per- 
mitted the widow to select from whomsoever she pleased, 
it is presumed she would never run the risk of being 
detected in pretended pregnancy by the imposition of a 
spurious child, either bought or obtained from her con- 
nexions, a practice which has been frequently attempted. 
The Genealogical Trees of the Assoph and Marote families, 
furnished by Sir R. Shalcespear, both pass over the nearest 
of kin and adopt younger branches of the family. Lieuto- 
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nant Mason too adds that the rule has been de^dated from 
as often as followed, and Chiefs may please themselves hy 
excluding near and adopting more distant relations. He fur- 
nishes eight cases of adoption of “ next of kin” and eleven 
cases in which the “nearest of kin” Avere passed over, 
many of these being drawn from the Kerowlee royal family. 
In four the lineal heir did not acknowledge the adoption, 
and in only one was the adoption hy the widoAV. 

Major Rickards, Mr. Forbes, Mr. Brandreth, Captains 
Burton and Brooke, on the contrary, say, that the person 
adopted need not he “ next of Idn,” hut selected from the 
lineal or collateral descendants in the male line. In proof 
of this the selection of the present Maharana of Oodey- 
poor in preference to his elder brother and sons, and of 
Bahadoor Singh, of Banswarra, in preference to the Khandoo 
Maharaj, and of the Doongurpoor llaAVul in preference to 
the senior branches of the family, are familiar instances. 

In JhallaAA*ar adoption is allowed, but the selection 
restricted to the lineal descendants of Jalim Singh, the 
State having had its rise in him. Captain Burton, who 
mentions tliis, also refers to B>am Singh, the present ruler 
of Kotah, and nepheAV of the late Maharao Kishen Singh, 
Avho was adopted in 1826 to the prejudice of his uncle, the 
next lineal heir (Bishen Singh). The questions resulting 
from this were proposed to a Select Committee of Hindu 
Pundits. The answers were given unanimously and cor- 
responded Avith Mr. Gordon’s OAvn opinion, and the Pundits 
quoted the passages of the Dhurm Shastres and Poorans, 
in which the above doctrines are held. They found that 
a Prince can adopt his nephew to the exclusion of his 
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brother, senior to the father of the nephew ; that the age 
of a person does not affect the right of adoption ; and that, 
if a son be bom subsequent to the adoption of his nephew, 
the right of the latter to succession ceases, but he is entitled 
to a suitable provision. This was deemed satisfactory, and 
two years afterwards Ram Singh succeeded to the throne 
of Kotah. 

The present Rajah of Eishengurh and Kotah are both 
mentioned by Captain Burton as having been adopted by 
the widows of their predecessors to the exclusion of the 
** next of kin.” 

Captain Brooke conceives that, during his life-time, a 

Selection by Prince during P«nce may adopt whomsoever of his 
his life-time, &C. relations he chooses, provided he can 

persuade the Chiefs and family to present nuzzm’s, and this 
acts as a powerful check on his choice. 

The adoption of the Pertabgurh Rajah by the late Rawul 
of Doongurpoor, mentioned both by 

SciGcUonof Etrangcr. ^ t jt t 

Colonel Lawrence and the auove 
Ofdcer, is an instance of the adoption of a stranger, which, 
however gained, still held good as an adoption and would 
have entitled the Rajah of Pertabgurh to succeed to Doon- 
gurpoor had not the other throne fallen vacant. 

TPTiilst allowing that a preference should be given to a 
brother’s son or near relation, Mr. Brandreth does not think 
it indispensable, but that a choice may be made from more 
distant ones ; and adduces in proof the choice of*a son of the 
Rajah of Marwar, fourteen generations removed, by the widow 
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of Maliarajali Juggut Singh, of Jeypoor, setting aside the 
descendants of Bharmull. Another case ■which exhibits the 
entire independence of the Imshand is given in the case of 
the Pergunnah of Bhinae. The Rajah of Bandurwarra, 
against the •wishes of relations, rejected a son of the Jodahs, 
who was a near relation, and adopted one of the family of 
Jugmala, the son of the Thakoor of Lamha. These, however, 
must he regarded as exceptions to a general rule, as all the 
Officers and Authorities agree that the adoption ought to he 
made from the same tribe, and even family, of deceased Prince. 


Mr. Brandreth, Mr. Porhes, Major Keily, and Captain 
Brooke consider mental or physical 

Aientnl or pbrEicai dcrccta , 

difqnnUCcationa 'for adoption dcfcctS aS dlSQUalincatlOnS for adop* 

to a throne. ^ throue. The first gentle- 

man also says, that a lame or blind son would succeed before 
an adopted one, but a younger son free from infirmities 
would succeed before his elder, infirm brother, who, however, 
must have a provision made for him ; but if the latter have 
a perfect son, the succession would be his right before the 
younger brothers : a reason is always assigned for passing 
over any particular individual; the elder brother of the 
present Rawul of Doongurpoor having been passed over in 
consequence of being pitted "with small-pox — (Captain 
Brooke.) 


In different States of Bajwarra there are certain fami- 
, , . , lies from which, on the failure of 

In BnjTnirra fanulies from , , • i *1 

yrhom selection for the throne issuc, it IS gener^y Considered an 

adoption ought to take place; in 
Marwar from the descendants of Ajeet Singh; at Oodey- 
poor from the Ranawuts — (INIr. Brandreth.) Major Anderson 
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says, so long as a blood relation exists at Scrohi, no adop* 
tion can be made beyond the pale of consanguinity; 
failing a blood relation, adoption can be made by the Rao 
from among the Deora Ohohans, but not without the consent 
of his wives and his principal Chiefs. 

An only or an eldest son must not be given in adop- 

OaiyoroWostBonnottobo tiou— (Mr. Brandrctli and M.i.ior 
pvon in adoption. lliclcards ;) it may, however, be done 

for his advantage. Doorjun Sal in his life-time adopted the 
eldest son of Ajeet Singh, the aged Chief of Umtah. The 
Jhala Minister took upon himself to alter this, and, contrary 
to Ajeet Singh’s wishes, placed the latter on the throne; afler- 
his death his eldest son succeeded — (Captain Burton.) 

Major Rickards remarks that nearness of kindred is 

Eidost aon hoir to Ws own generally barred in case of the first- 
foUior’B EstotoB. born son, who is supposed heir to his 

own father’s property ; of the remaining sons the adopter 
may make choice, and here the principle of fitness comes into 
play : “ on the same grounds where two men are equally 
near, greater fitness on the part of one will make his 
adoption legal.” 

It is against custom for an elder son to bo adopted to a 

EidoBtBon cannot bo adopted smaUcr Estatc, as if is not in the 
to a smaiior Bstato. powor . of tlic father to rcmovo his 

son to his disadvantage — (Mr.-Brandreth.) This point was 
decided by a majority of Thakoors assembled at Ajmerc, 
where the widow of the Thakoor of Koda adopted the heir 
of the larger fief, Para. The legality of such a course was 
referred for decision to the States of Oodoypoor, Shahpoorah, 
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Kishon^urh, Kotsih, and dhallawar,atul answer was returned 
unanimously fo tin; ofloet that the heir of a large Estate 
could not succeed by adoption to a small one. All the 
jirincijial Thakoors of .Ajmcrc were summoned to give their 
opinion, which was, that no adoption under the circum- 
stances would he valid : this decision was founded on the 
consideration that no such adoption had ever taken place,* 
and that the Thakoor of Para could not disinherit Iiis 
son, as, after his tr.ansfcr to Ivodn, he could not inherit his 
own father’s Estate. 

TIjc adopted jiarty must not he the son of one whom the 
c- , . , , . adopter could not have married; — 

thus, a sister’s son or a daughter’s 
son would he debarred, though the custom prevails nmong.sfc 
the !Mahrattas; nor would it he lawful for a Kuchawa to 
adopt a .Scsodya, &c. 

A brother or an uncle may not he adopted according 
„ , . to the Shastres, hut the adopted 

son ought to he of the same or 
younger generation — (Sir 11. Slmkcspcar.) Mr. Porhes men- 
tions the same custom as prevailing in Guzerat. The pre- 
sent Pi ana of Oodevpoor, however, is a brother of the late 
liana’s and in the family of Ahwa, of which the Genealogi- 
cal Tree is furnished by Sir II. Shakespear: the person 
standing in place of uncle to the deceased Thakoor thought 
himself aggrieved, fought for the succession, and was slain. 


■ Tlip triJoir dcnSeil that rhe }.3d siado on adprition nftor tho Fon of tie Thakoor 
tf Para Iiad been iu po.'jeFsion tKnr years : tie ndoptiea probably rras aicgal, b=: 
CO B-jrt of erideaoe was taken as to its not baring been nrade. — H. il. Lawsixcr, 
liwr. Gtr.Vt Agent. 



104 


SGCCESSION TO THE EEBO'VTLEE CHIEFSH I E. 


An interestinsf case of succession is mentioned bv Mr. 
Brandreth as baving occurred at Kisbengurb : Pirtbee Singhj 
tbe grandson of Bagb Singh, tbe second son of Babadoor 
Singb, a former Bajab of Kisbengurb, rras adopted by a direct 
descendant of Babadoor Singb’s uitb tbe assent of most of 
tbe Chiefs : Bbopal Singb, tbe son of an elder brother of 
Pirtbee Singh’s father, disputed tbe succession; all tbe 
Chiefs of tbe State were comulted on tbe occasion, and they 
gave it as their opinion that tbe adoption ought to be made 
from tbe descendants of Babadoor Singb, and, provided this 
■were done, there might be a latitude in tbe choice, which 
need not be restricted to tbe elder branch. Colonel Suther- 
land, to whom tbe case was referred, after talcing tbe opinion 
of tbe Chiefs, consulted Maun Singb, Maharajah of Jodhpoor, 
who was looked up to by all Eajpoots for bis knowledge of 
the customs and precedents of caste ; bis voice supported 
tbe decision of tbe Banee and Chiefs, and finally tbe adop- 
tion received the sanction of the British Government: 
Pirtbee Singb was tbe fifth son of Bbeem Singb, so that 
bis four elder brothers, besides Bbopal Singb and bis sons, 
were passed over. 

Mr. Brandreth also shows that by tbe Statutes of Menu, 

SamesDacaTmotbendopted P^g© 168, the Same SOU COUnot 

by ^ fiitbers. "Ijg adopted by two or more fathers. 

Adoption is also, by tbe same Authority, sometimes 
Ad-^tion Boaetimes a nn ull a ble, as in tbe case of tbe 

death of an elder son, when tbe 
youngest, who has succeeded by adoption to a small Estate, 
becomes heir to a larger one. Tbakoor of Kucbavun is 
instanced, who, on tbe death of his eldest son, though be 
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had two others, recalled his second son from Palara, to the 
widow of the Thakoor of wMch place he had given him for 
adoption. 

A son cannot be given in adoption without the consent 

Consent of adopted son's of his own parents— (Mr. Brandi’etli.) 
parents necessary. Sudder Eepoi'ts decided that, 

where the son is given in adoption by the widow without 
having obtained her husband’s consent, or where he has not 
been delivered over by either of his parents, but only by his 
brother, tlie adoption is invalid. 

Adoption does not rest upon any particular ceremony. 
Intention of adoption suffi- the non-fulfilment of which would 

invalidate it: the intention of the 
adopter decides the q[uestion. All that is necessary is to 
prove this; and when this is established, ceremonies that 
have been neglected can be performed after the adopter’s 
death by his widow. 

TVlien the choice has been decided on, but before the 
ceremonies have been performed, if 

choice before ceremonies have tllG ISltilCr SilOUld 'vrisll to rejCCt JltTTl 

been performed. adopt another, he can do so ; but 

must make some provision for him whom he rejected. 

In the same way, if, after adoption, a legitimate son be 

In case a legitimate son be adopted One is paSSed Over- 
born after adoption. (Mr. Brandreth;) but an adeg^uate 

provision must be.made for him. The answer from Oodey- 
poor stated that the adopter ought to make an agreement 
■ttith the parents of the adopted son, sneh agreement being 
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attested by five (5) witnesses, that he will malce a certain 
provision for liim in the event of a legitimate son being 
born, who will of course succeed to the Estates. TJie adop- 
tion of the brother of the IBhinae Bajali by tlicThakoor of 
Burlais mentioned, to whom a legitimate son was afteru'arde 
horn and who succeeded to the Estate. 

All agree that the age of a person is no bar to his 
Ago of ndopted Bon no •'idoption, and the instances of Maha- 

rajah Tulcht Singh, of Marwar, 
Eawul Bahadoor Singh, of Banswarra, and the Maharana of 
Oodeypoor arc all cases in point. Lieutenant Mason says, 
that the adopted person should be a child, but that the rule 
may bo deviated from. 

Bestriction as to age (Mr. Brandreth) only relates to 

Bcatriction in caaos in wiiioh c^ses iu wlucli no relationship exists 
iboroisxjoroiationsbip. wlicn an infant under 0 years must 

be adopted : according to the Myoolch there is no restriction 
when a relation is adopted. 

Colonel liawrence ascribes the reason for choosing 

Season for adopting mi. minOlS to bC 

because long minorities are favorable 

to peculation. 


Forms of Adoption and Remits. 

The customs to be observed in adoption are laid down 
HusW and wife both by Mr. Brandrctli. The Chief and his 

wife, having agreed that there is no 
chance of their having a son, fix upon one to adopt, and send 
for his horoscope, which is compared with the adopters’. 
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If propitious, t he relatives of the family and othei's are 
consulted, and the parents of the hoy arc asked : the boy 
generally resides with the family to which he is to belong 
for some 5 or 6 months before the adoption takes place. 


If the adopter is too ill to undertake the ceremonies 

Inc--..nmri.nnd«tpn;„t or poiiit of dcatli, all that 

death or vrrj- iiL jg ncccssary is to assemble the 

relations with the utmost expedition, to tell them 
the Chiers pleasure and to enjoin them to observe it; 
and a paper to the same effect is prepared, to which all 
parties aflix their signatures. 


If the husband dies before the adoption takes place, and 

Ifht..handdio,ibcron! ndop. Icft liis Commands to his uife 

twa take» place. qu subject, after the 12 days of 

mourning arc over, the turban, shield, and sword of the 
deceased arc placed on the principal seat, and, the relations 
being assembled, the Joshce and Purohit invest the adopted 
son with the turban, &c. ; the relations and subjects then 
approach, make salutations, and present nuzzurs. 

The ceremonies to be observed on a succession to the 
throne are distinct from those on 

CcrcnjoaSM on a svcecsmoa. mi ■, 

adoption. The new monarch per- 
forms his ablutions with a thousand gurrahs of water, sup- 
posed to be collected from the four oceans, to which is added 
some from the Ganges ; or, instead of this, -with water taken 
from all the thousand pitchers: he then adorns himself 
in the most magnificent manner and proceeds to the Dur- 
bar, when, after the tiluk, &c., the ceremonies are consider- 
ed complete. 
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The sou after adoption cannot inherit in his natural 

Inheritance of eon after family; he is a strauger to them in 
asoption. respects hut marriage, with re- 

gard to which all the prohibitions continue in force : he 
must also, if he has come into possession, resign his natural 
Estate : he succeeds to the property of his adoptive father, 
and has aU the rights of a posthumous son ; and in case of 
there being other legitimate sons, his share in the succession 
is one-half of theirs. 

In case of the adopted son being a minor, his adoptive 
mother is his proper guardian, and 

Gnardiansbip of adopted son. « , .... 

after her the father s relatives. The 
Eawul of Jeypoor mentions that the most deserving of the 
relatives should be selected, but he must be restrained from 
usurpation, and can only incur such expenses for his ward 
as are absolutely necessary. 

The Sudder Eewanny Reports (I, page 209, ShamOhun- 

Two ormoreenooessiroadop. duTuudal versus Narajni Debehandal) 
tions ly the same pereon. quoted by Mr. Braudreth, “ from 

which this principle was deduced, that there may be two 
successive adoptions under due authority for that purpose 
by the widows of the same man.” No cases in proof of this 
custom are given by Mr. Brandreth, but Sir B<ichmond 
Shakespear, Major Rickards, and Captain Brooke, all give 
instances: the first OflGlcer the cases of the Sathine and 
Kejurla family, where the widow of Bhamt Singh adopted 
no less than three times : Major Rickards mentions three 
adoptions by the same iridow in the Chiefship of Banta, in 
Jeypoor, a.second adoption in the Chiefship of Rehlanahand 
in that of Rutwa, and that such has been the common 
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practice in former years in Jeypoor : Captain Brooke states 
that the present Bajali of Sunawarra is a second adoption 
by the widow of Rajah Rnttch Singh, the first adopted son 
hanng died soon after his accession and while still a minor ; 
and that the widow of Raj Singh, the Puar Chief of Runa- 
sun, has adopted three successive times. 

Lieutenant Mason says, a second adoption can he made 
after the death of the first adopted son. Captain Burton, 
however, supposes it can only take place when the first 
adoption has been made during the life-time of the Chief, as 
a subsequent selection cannot be supposed to have emanated 
from him. The right of succession would then, according to 
Captain Burton, devolve “ on the presumptive heir, and he 
would be supported by the principal Chiefs of the country, 
whose suffrage and sanction are necessary to every suc- 
cession, whether by adoption or succession.” 

(Abstracted.) 

(Sd.) J. C. Beooke, Captain, 

Asstt. PoUL Agent, Meytoar. 



ViiTL XEEC-TCXE 


SNCLOSySH XO, 12. 


are rcij'aisite to complcto the act of adorlior.. aaii 5t 5s a3so 
Dtioessarj- to loiow 50 '(;vliora the right vvf adoption heloags? 

-iwwrr. — Sr.f. Xlie near relations atii oe.aaeetr.e.r4S. aaS 
the Sirhirs aad iCai^ters, being asseiahleiJj iiiopt hi:n tvho 
is **aearest of hia,'' aad feed all \rho are present, and 
hold Diirbars and re^oieiags, and give. the. Teelca on t-he 
forehead of the adopted person, and present iinEEnrs, an 
order cannon to be hred, that everv one raav be infornie 
and notided of the fact, and perfomi all t.he oerenionies 
in lihe manner ns if thev trcre cdehrating a marriage- The 
potrcr of making the. adoption. r«Ts first \dth the Chief; 
after his death tvith has tndoTr ; after her trith his mother: 
after the latter's death vith his brother; nrovided that t.he 
Prinee himself be notan adopted person: if there be none of 
the above parties, then the relations vrho possess greatest 


•’/f 
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dignity and wisdom adopt and seat on the throne him -who 
is the near relation. 

Qtiestion. — Uh. If a Prince or Chief die without issue 
and without having made an adoption, what is the custom 
for succession in your State in such a case ? 

Ansioer. — Uh. If a Sovereign die without having issue 
or having adopted a son, the widow takes him who is the 
nearest of kin. 


Question. — f>th. What is the custom in case the Prince 
te not married ? 

Anstcer. — Mh. His mother adopts : if he, has no 
mother, then the power rests withliis brother; but if the 
Sovereign be himself an adopted person, the power rests 
\rith the mother of that place into which he had been 
adopted : his real mother has in such a case no power. 

Question. — 6/A. At what age is a Prince considered fit 
to be entrusted with the affairs of the State ? 

Answer.— ^th At 15 years of age. 

Question .— Should there be no son and the Prince 
not have adopted one, would he who is nearest of Mn be the 
heir, or would there be a choice made from others, and 
vith whom would the right of making the choice rest ? 

Ansioer .— adopted son, who- 
ever is the near relation succeeds ; no one else can come. At 

tbe time that BjgaliHurlJuksIi Pal died Eajah Perfab Pal, 

xrnc the nearest relation, succeeded him and was seated 
®the throne; and at the time that Bajah Perteb Pal died 
ritlout issue, Ennee, Ohnudelanjee, colleetmg his 
V L^ j ..oin+ions, sent for and adopted Hursing Pal, 

ho of the _^ee. Colonel Low, Governor General’s 

Wg m at ^ Muddun Pal, who was the 

igent, Bajpootana. uev. 
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nearest of Mn, slioiild succeed. The right of mnlcing the 
adoption is set forth in the answers to the 3rd and 5th 
questions. 

Question. — Bth. What is the custom and usage of 
adoption, — should the next of kin he chosen, or one of those 
near of Mn, or a foreigner ? Can a forcigirer succeed in pre- 
ference to one near of kin ? 

Ansicei'. — 8t7/. If there he a nearest of kin, it is not 
proper to adopt from the near relations, and hy no means 
can an adoption he made of a stranger : if there should he 
an 7/ew*, then in no way could a person not an heir come 
from a foreign family. 

Question. — 9th. Is it necessary that the adopted person 
he a child ? 

Answer. — 9th. If there he an heir groAtn up, a child cau- 
not he adopted, because injury to the State is apparent from 
a child reigning. 

Question. — ^1077/, If the adopted person die, can a second 
adoption he made or not, and whose right would it be to 
make the second adoption ? 

Answer. — ^1077/. If an adopted person die, then, for the 
security of the State, it is necessary that another he adopted : 
if the deceased was married, the widow adopts ; if not, then 
his mother or brother, provided the Prince himself be not 
an adopted person. 

Question. — ^1177^. In case there he no widow, and it 
he determined to adopt either a child or grown-up person, 
what would he necessary to complete his succession to the 
throne ? If there he any difference in consequence of the 
adopted person being a child or otherwise, state the 
difference. 

Ansioer. — ^1177;. If there he no widow, and it is necessary 
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fo adopt, then the brothers assemble, and whoever amongst 
them is the eldest and fittest goes through the customs. If 
there be no such individual, tlic oldest wife of those who 
arc near relations adopts and completes the customary 
ceremonies. This is the reason for adopting a grown-up 
person — the splendour and Government of the State are 
preserved. By adopting a child, injurj' and evil come upon 
the State. Besides this, if the nearest of kin is a grown-up 
person, then what necessity is there for taking a child, 
and remaining in hopes till his coming of age for the future 
good managEincnt of the State ? 

Quesfio)}. — 12/7/. Admitted that it is customary that a 
Prince arrives at age when 15 or 16 years old, if he should 
bo less than 15 or 16 years of age, but intelligent and clever 
and very careful, in case he desires to adopt a son, could 
he do so ? 

Aimcer. — ^12/7/. An adoption is made when there is no 
hope of a son, notwithstanding several marriages and 
reaching the ago of nature, and not in the tender age when 
he cannot even marry. iUthough he liave wisdom and 
intelligence, acuteness and knowledge, there is no trust 
in his word or actions, and what necessity is there for him 
to adopt in childhood ? Should he bo dying and say any- 
thing which he may have been instructed by others to say 
concerning an adoption at the time of death, will his 
intelligence and knowledge bo such that it may bo trusted ? 
At that time ho is thinking of his life, and not of the 
management of the State and of who is wise, especially in 
such tender ago. 

(Translated.) 

(Sd.) J. 0. Buooke, Cajjf.y 

Assft. l^oUL Agent, Mtv/icar. 
r 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 13. . 

Abstract of letters from JlAiur-E Goojee, of Ilndotce, addressed to 
Political Agent, Kcroxvlec. 

.The right to the sovereignty of the Stnte of KcroTvlcc 
rested Tvith Maharajah Nursing Pal, who gave that right 
to Bhurt Pal hy adopting him, and I trust he will he con- 
firmed by the British Government. 

I hear that a memorial has been sent you in favor of 
Muddun Pal, under the seal and signature of the whole 
of the Tliakoors, &c., of Kerowlee; on which account it 
is necessary I should make you acquainted with their 
perfidy. After the death of Maharajah Hurbuksh Pal, the 
Tbakoors of all the Kotrees wrote out a paper affirming 
the birth of Pirthee Pal, for which they obtained promises 
of villages, &c., from the Banee Kuchwyjee : when she had 
given away all she had, they joined Pertab Pal and obtained 
the like promises from him, denying that they had signed the 
above paper. The memorial (Enclosure No. 2) is enclosed 
in this letter. Prom it you will’ understand the dishonest 
and avaricious conduct of the Tbakoors and royal relations. 
I should not be surprised if Muddun Pal had obtained their 
signatures by the same underhand means ; but J am above 
such transactions ; no doubt I could, had I made arrange- 
ments for it, have drawn out a memorial less, but somewhat 
like Muddun Pal’s ; but I conceive it unnecessary for obtain- 
ing justice from the British Government. 

Maharajah Dhurum Pal made Eheerut Pal Bao of 
Hudotee, otherwise it would have been the right of Jus Pal; 
and it was in consideration of this right that- Maharajah 
Nursing Pal adopted Bhurt Pal, one of the descendants 
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of the said Jus Pal. Adoption is customary in Bajwarra, 
and it is not necessary that the presumptive heir be adopt- 
ed. There are numerous examples of this in Jeypoor, 
XJlwur, Kotah, Shoorpoor, and the various Kotrees of 
Kerowlee. In Jeypoor Mohun Nazir seated Man Singh, 
of Nurwur, on the throne, who was not presumptive heir. 
In like manner, at Kei’owlee, after the death of Maharajah 
Goolah Singh, Hem Pal, the presumptive heir, was set 
aside for Toorsun Pal. In the family of Rao Kheerut Singh 
Madho Pal was adopted in supercession to Bukhsh Pal. 
In Jodhpoor Hhokul Singh was the heir, but the ruler of 
the country caused the succession to devolve on Maharajah 
Tukht Singh. Rao Bukhtawur Singh also succeeded to the 
throne before the Beejwar Thakoor. Maharajah Nursing 
Pal holding, therefore, the reins of the State adopted Bhurt 
Pal, who, in truth, being of the progeny of J us Pal, is 
presumptive heir to the throne. 

I trust that the British Government may allow Nur- 
sing Pal’s wishes to he followed out, as has been done 
at Jodhpoor, Oodeypoor, Kotah, &c., since I hear that 
enquiries have been made from the several Political Agents 
in Rajpootana regai’ding the custom of adoption. The 
Agents must have sent in their letters on information 
procured at the several Courts : I do not know what they 
have written, but I know that the same circumstances 
under which Maharajah Nursing Pal adopted Bhurt Pal 
have happened at Oodeypoor, Jodhpoor, Kotah, IJlwur, &c. 
Should the people at these Courts have advised the Agents 
against the legality of the act of Nursing Pal, I myself 
win write to them and convict them of the adoptions made 
in their own States. 
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It is superfluous to enq[uire into Maliarajali ITursing 
PaVs age ; lie died aged 16 : there is no need to mention 
here his great abilities ; “ age depends on hnowledge, and not 
on years.” The 3Iaharajah possessed the uisdom to x>reserve 
the State amidst the confusion caused hy Muddun Pal 
and others: the State ■would have been xuined had not 
the Maharajah determined on calling in the Political Agent. 
He did not call him because he could not himself have 
preserved the well-being of the country, hut for the expul- 
sion of the riotous Thakoors. This very calling in of the 
British is a certain proof of the Maharajah’s wisdom and 
intelligence, and it was his own act, done •without asking 
the advice of any one. 

Tlie period of coming of age is settled hy laws hy the 
British Government, hut they cannot apply to Hindostau, 
for, on account of the heat of the country, many men 
and women reach the age of puberty before 15. The Maha- 
rajah was marriageable long before his death; he had 
been betrothed, but the ceremonies had not been completed 
conseq[uent on the squabbles in the State: his not being 
married cannot, therefore, be regarded as a proof that he 
was not fit to manage his country. The royal family had 
been eating the vitals of the State for the last lA or 15 
years ; but the late Maharajah so arranged that he stopped 
their ill deeds, on which they all became his enemies ; and, 
putting forward the Ranees of Pertab Pal (the real movers 
being Muddun Pal and Luchmun Ohund), they endeavoured 
by open and secret means to take the Maharajah’s life; 
they introduced men into the Palace and plundered the 
countiy and revenues : the Maharajah, by calling in the 
Political .Agent, destroyed the profits of these people. 
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It woultl be very wonderful if the prayer of a memorial 
signed by these enemies of the Maharajah was granted, for 
how can those whom ho desired to chastise act according 
to his wishes ? 'Will they not all do as Muddun Pal bids 
them? If the claims of those who quarrel with Rajahs 
be not, as a punishment, destroyed, will not all those who 
have claims on thrones desire to kill the Rajahs occupying 
them ? A son docs not succeed his father when he bears him 
enmity. ^loona Jan at Lucknow did not succeed his father, 
Isusscer-ood-dccn Uyder, against whom he had rebelled, but 
had to stand by whilst another relation ascended the throne. 
In like manner, at Kcrowlec, Maharajah iManuk Pal’s eldest 
. son, Amoluk Pal, was turned out by his father, though he 
did not bear the enmity of Muddun Pal. 

^luddun Pal’s evil deeds have been brought to light, 
and there is no extremity of crime which in his enmity 
he did not attempt to commit. It is not necessary to 
mention it more openly, but when can it happen that a 
person cau succeed to the property of him whose life he 
has sought ? I am certain you are just. Bhurt Pal is my 
grandson, and I am for good or ill with him. I trust, 
therefore, that if you have sent on Muddun Pal’s memo- 
rial to the Governor General’s Agent, you will be good 
enough to forward, at the same time, this letter, with its 
enclosures, that the disgraceful conduct of the Kerowlee 
people may be made known. 

(Sd.) Sah Goojee. 

(Abstracted.) 

(Sd.) J- 0. Beooke, CapL, 

Asstt. JPoUl. Agents Meyioar. 
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ENCLOSURE NO. I4-. 

Frcss Tranflfttnon of n memorial ailSrossed lo llie rolirioal Agent, 

Kerovrloe, bv oerimn Chiefs ‘ Government seirani?, and other in- 

hahitanls of Kerowlee, dated Afar 1S53 (llysahh Soodee Suinhut 

]?0P), reeeived Sind Jnly 1S53. 

The throne of Kcrowlee hn^^n" hecn meant for nearly 
eleven months, we arc an ohjecl of scorn to our relatives 
and friends in Hajpootana. 

Hao ^tuddun Pal is the rightful heir to the Ivcrowlec 
Prindpality. 

Maharajah Xursing Pal died unmarried, aged 15 years 
and 7 or S months: two days after his demise a report of the 
adoption of Bhurt Pal was spread hy certain evil-disposed 
State servants, who consulted only their own interests, and 
not the benefit of the State. 

Pre have addressed you before regarding these matters. 

Our former memorial and certain letters from the 
Banees have been (we believe) forwarded to the Governor 
General’s Agent, Bajpootana- 

Pile self-interested officials alluded to assert that tlic 
khureeta annonndng the adoption was sent to you while the 
Maharajah was alive. 

TTe submit that His Higlmess was insensible and that 
he was a minor. Prom the tenor of a Ifotification issued 
under your signature we understood tliat the Maharajah was 
conadered by the British Government a minor. 



! 7v» mr KiTown:!; i 


no 


You an* our »u:iv(»'r ami JukI ; liillirjrlo Ihn Hrilisli 
(lovrrmucnt ha*. n<it (h‘j»nvi*tl any man of his righl : wc 
fh»uh< not that, aftor iluo conshlrr.it ion, the: right man will 
1-1' at'hneiwh'tlgr'd. 

sh.ill all pr.iy for your welfare, Are,, iVc. 
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Phylad Singh, Government servant. 

30 Golab Singh, Fauchaloo. 

Panchun Singh, Government servant. 
Oodey Singh, „ „ 

Lutchmnn Singh, ,, „ 

jBa}deo Singh, ,, ,, 

35 Kishore Singh, „ „ 

Kupoor Singh Kao, ,, ,, 

Salamut Singh, ,, ,, 

Bishen Singh, Gopalpoor. 

Gopal Singh, Chief of Humuggur. 

40 Munohnr Singh, Chief of Machee. 

Net Singh, Moteea, Futtehpoor Cliief. 
Gunga Singh, „ „ „ 

Hanmut Singh, Chief of Machanee. 
Oomolnk Singh, Bukhtpoora. 

46 Shere Singh, Chief of Kampoora. 
Bhugvrant Singh, Mengree. 

Mulkhan Singh, Chief of Kotah. 

. Bulwunt Singh, Chief of Tetwaie. 
Fattooram. 

50 Jeswunt Singh, Chief of Maokhera. 
Oomrao Singh, Government servant. 
Sirdar Singh, Benaiga. 

Lutchmnn Singh, Government servant. 
Dqongur Singh, Khanpoora. 

55 Ehooman Kao. 

Simhhoo Kao. 

Sultan Singh, Bhyst. 

Heera. 

Gopal. 

60 Bhowanee. 

Doongea. 

Sohha. 

Mehrah Khan, Government servant. 



SUCCESSION* TO THE KEROWLEE CHIEFSIIIP. 


121 


Afaliotncd Noor Klian^ Government servant. 
G5 Rnnmust Klianj Government servant. 
Saadut Khan, Government servant. 

Aruf Khan, Government servant. 

Cliattal Singh, Chief of Kespoora. 
Chundnn Singh, Government servant. 

70 Koowur Kishun. 

Kheree Singh. 

72 Eesurce Singh, Chief of Majola. 
(Translated.) 

(Sd.) G. H. ]\IoxcK Mason, 

, ‘Political Agent, 


ENCLOSURE NO. 15. 

Free translation of a letter addressed to the Political Agent, Kerowlee, 
by certain Judoon Chiefs of Subbnlgurh, a Province in Scindiah's 
dominions, dated 15th July 1S53, (Asad Soodcc 9tb Siimbut 1910,) 
received 22nd July 1853. 

When Maharajah Nursing Pal died, we all trusted that 
the presence of the Political Agent at Kerowlee would he 
beneficial ; that he would consider our interests, and that the 
rightful heir would obtain bis rights. W e stiU remain hoping 
Ci. e., our hopes have not been realised) : having heard that 
the Judoon Chiefs on the Kerowlee side of the River Ohumbul 
were ordered to obey the Political Agent’s orders during the 
interregnum, we, the Judoons of both sides, have been and 
remain obedient. 

When the Governor General’s Agent visited Kerowlee, 
we were pleased and hoped that a Sovereign would be ac- 
knowledged, and that we should all be invited to Kerowlee 
(tbe throne, however, is still empty) ; and on that occasion 

Q 



srrci^'siox to thi: Kr.nowt.ri; citn:rsmr. 


Ui 

lUe Kcvowlfic Chiefs only were Buminoned, nnd ngain ouv 
hope was not realised. We, however, pass otu' lime jinlicnfly 
and contenledly in Scindiali’s dominions ; hut all Judoons are 
interested in the welfare of the Kerowlco State. Since the 
British power became pavamonnl, no throne has remained 
vacant so long ; consequently, onr friends and relatives in 
llajpootana jeer us; therefore, we trust the rightful claim- 
ant will succeed. 

IMaharaj.ah Nursing P.nl succeeded to the Kcrowlce 
Principality, to which ho was entitled from the Chiefship 
of Iludotee. 

"We shall gain honor and you will earn a good name hy 
due investigation in this matter and acknowledgment of the 
proper heir. 

Pavor us with a reply. 

CSiffiicd hrj I t penom.) 

(Translated.) 

(Sd.) G. 31. jifoxcK ItfASOX, 

J?oUtkal Agent. 

2^. J3 . — (A letter addressed to the Govcimor General’s 
Agent, llajpootana, accompanied this with a cojiy for the 
Political Agent’s infoiunation.) 

(Sd.) G. n. jMoxcK jMason, 

TolUical Agent. 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 17. 


propovmleil Ay Sir //. 
M. Jf:}rrt'nrr, K. c. It., (titrcr- 
nnr GritcriiVs .Iffritf in llnj~ 
l-onfnnit, on thf rvfijcct 0/ aifoji- 
fioi! nnJ n'Ci'rf.fiiin. 

j. Wliat i^ (lip riistom ri'fr.anl* 
ini; sui’ooj'ion attil micijition in your 
Kivori’iijnly, .ttni nlsn nnion.!* your 
Tliakoor.' ; ntnl li.ns tlic ciii.lom 
bivn inv.'iri.'ililo r 


2. Wliatcustoiuf! aiulccivnioiiics 
nro nccc'S'sary to ootniiloU' :in adojt- 
lion, anil who have tlio right of 
allotting y 


Jh I f a I’riiico or Chief die with- 
out hanng made an ado]itioii, or 
without haring married, what is 
the custom ? 


Atixtcer.'i from Oodeypoor. 


1. It has 1>ccn the rule from an- 
cient times to ndopt. A near relation 
is jin'ferred, hut may he set aside 

I on account of unfitness. After the 
j Chiefs dc.ath, the Chief Itance, with 
. the advice of those about her, adopts. 

If the Chief le.ives a Will, it is acted 
I upon. The Thakoors and Sirdar.s 
' adojit with the ajiproval of the Chief. 
I An ndu])ted son, if unfit or disobedient, 
I may he changed. This has always 
been so. 

I 

2. Agreements arc taken and given ; 
pivsents arc made. The adopted son 
is seated on the throne ; nuzzurs arc 
given by all classes, and all the cere- 
monies are public, and the woi'ship of 
the Deity performed. The Thakoors 
and Sirdars have their several cus- 
toms. 

3. The widow of the Chief, with 
the advice of relations and loyal Sir- 
dars, adopts a son. If there is no widow, 
then the loyal Sirdars, relations, and 
men of business select one of the near 
relations to succeed; or the Chiefs 
mother (if alive), with the adnee of the 
persons mentioned, makes an adoption. 
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SUCCKSSION TO THE KEIIOWI.KE CHrErSIIIP. 


Questions propounded hp Sir JL 
M. Lawrettcc, K. c. Gover- 
nor Generates Agent in Jbij- 
pooiana, on the subjeel of adop- 
tion and sueeession. 


4. At what ag^ may a Cliiof 
manage the alTairs of his State P ' 


5, Sliould no adoption have been 
made and the Prince die, must tlio 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, 
or may a selection bo made from 
others i and is a person out of the 
family ever adopted in preference 
to one in it P 

G. Is it necessary that the per- 
son adopted be a child ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption be made, and if so, by 
whom P 

7. If cither a child or an adult 
can be adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in cither case, or what is 
the diflcrcncc P 

8. ,Iu any case can a Prince 
adopt before he is of the age of 
15 or IG ? 


Answers from Oodegpoor. 


4. As long ns ho is a child his 
mother must bo consulted ; when he is 
intcUigent, ho manages all his nflhirs 
himself. It docs not depend on the 
number of his years, though the Shas- 
ter fixes 10 years. 

C. TIjc nciir relations h.avo the pre- 
ference, except where there is unfit- 
ness. Those out of the family (that 
is, not connected in any way) have no 
right wlmlcver. 

G. Tliero is no limit as to age. A 
second adoption may be made, first 
by the Chief, after him by the wisest 
and most intelligent lady of his SSenana, 
with the advice of the men of busi- 
ness and the loyal servants. 

7. There is no difirerenco in the 
adoption of a child and of a grow’n- 
up person. 

8. It is not the custom to adopt 
before the age of 10 ; but if a Prince 
(before that age) bo going on a pil- 
grimage alone, or have a mortal ma- 
lady, in that case he may adopt. 




• rfvjv'.jo;; 70 -iti; Krr.nivt.rr. ntirnsiiir. 
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fitJCCKSSION TO TJIK KKKOWI.KK CTIHII'film'. 


QuesHonn projwutitM Ij/ Sir Jl. 
M. Jjawrciict!, K. c. J)., Cover, 
nor GeneraVo Agcni in Jhtj. 
jiootann, on ihe onhject of ntfoji- 
(,iou anil succcmou. 


0. Ih i(i necessary iimt the per- 
son n(1o])io<l 111 ! a efl^lil ; mill if tbo 
jierson inlojilcil ilio, can a seeoml 
ndojilion 1)0 nmdo, and if so, by 
wlioin ? 


7. If eilber a cliild or an adult 
can bo adopted, are tbo ceremonies 
tlio samo in citber case, or wliut is 
tbo difl'erence ? 

8. In any case can a I’rincc 
adopt befora bo is of tbo age of 
1C or 10 ? 


Aimoersfrom Jegjmr. 


0. If tliero is no libelibooil of tbe 
Hlate being maintained by a boy, 
tben a near relation wlio is older is 
adopted. A S'.'eond adojition can be 
made by tbi! persons mentioned in tlie 
Onl answer, but if tbo person adojiled 
dies before bo was married, tben bis 
motber or father can adopt one of tbo 
near relations. 

7. Tiie ciistoms mentioned in tbo 
2nd answer are ajiplioablc to both old 
and young. 

8. If tbo Chief under tbo ago of 
10 be in extremity of sickness, or for 
any other urgent necessity sboiild 
wish to ado)>t, tben be can, with tbe 
advice of bis ndntions, &c., take tbo 
“nearest of kin" »ind perform tbo 
ceremonies of adoption. Under tbo 
ago of 10 ono should not adojit with- 
out sullieient causo. 
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Questions prOjpo7t7ided ht/ Sir II. 
M. Latorence, k. c. b.. Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in RaJ- 
pootana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


1. Wliat is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoption in your 
sovereignty, and also among your 
Thakoors ; and has the custom 
been invariable ? 


2. What customs and ceremonies 
are necessary to complete an adop- 
tion, aud n'ho have the right of 
adopting ? 

3. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out having made an adoption, or 
without having married, what is 
the custom ? 


4. At what age may a Chief 
manage the affairs of his State ? 

5. Should no adoption have been 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, 
or may a selection be made from 
others ; and is a person out of the 
family ever adopted in preferenee 
to one in it P 


Anstcers from Jodhpoor. 


1. If a Chief die childless, his 
Banee, with the a^ice of the Nobles 
and officials, adopts one of the near 
relations: this rule has always pre- 
vailed; if any other rule has been prac- 
tised, it must have been with the spe- 
cial permission of the Durbar. 

2. According to the way and the 
mode of the Dhurum Shaster, the sit- 
ting on the throne is dependent on the 
will of the person adopted. 

3. The Chief Banee of the deceased 
Chief, with the advice of the Nobles 
and officials, adopts. If the Chief die 
unmarried and no adoption has been 
made, his mother adopts. 

4. At the age of 15 or IS. 

5. The nearest relations ' have the 
preference, but a selection is made out 
of them of the wisest and most in- 
telligent : the preference is never given 
to one out of the family. 
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Qitesfiom jiropomidid Sir JL 
M. Lairrence, k. c. n., Gover- 
mr GcncraVs Agent in UaJ- 
juco/flKff, OH tie suhfect of adop- 
tion and succession. 


6. Is it necessary tlint tlic per- 
son adopted be a clnld ; and if ibe 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption be made, and if so, by 
■whom ? 

7. If cither a child or an adult 
can be adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in cither case, or what is 
the ^flerenco ? 


S. In any case can a Prince 
adopt before he is of the age of 
16 or 16 ? 


Atwrersfrom Jodhpoor. 


6. The person adopted should bo 
of mature age; a second adoption 
may bo made by the Chief. Panee, 
with the advice of tho Nobles and 
oillcials. 

7. If a minor has been adopted, 
tho Govenuuent may bo carried on 
with tho admeo of tho Nobles and 
oflicials; if a grown-up person has 
been adopted, he can manage his own 
aifairs. 

S. . There is no limit ns to age. 
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Qrrf'.'i'on* iy AVr //, 

.1/. 7/ i-'*r(':r<v, K. c. H., (ii'rrr. 

t;or (Str.frrJ'f .t-7fnt i:i //-y- 
o:: t\rf.;ljfr{ of' oifoj}- 

fio:; oiu! 

* ” i 

1. Wliat 5» till’ cii'loin n‘:janl- . 
inc sssri'ceunn ninl nili>j<iion in ymir I 
nivi rr:;jnty, nml nlm .niifini; yoiir 

; ajul Itas llic ciisloin 
l>rc:t iuvarj.'iMo r 

2. What r«st<ini'' a!iilr<ri’inoiii<‘< 
an- si<\'<'*'ary l«i c.iirijih t<* nn tuloj). 
tioji, awl whu hav<» {lu> Hjjlil <if 
wlojitinj; r 


Jl. If a Prineo or Chie f die with- j 
out having made an ndfijition, or { 
without having married, what is 
the cu>-lom 'i 

d. At what n"ii mav a Cliief 
manage the utTairs of his State ? 

,*3. Should no adoption have been 
made and the Prince die, must tlio 
nearest of kin necessarily sueceed, 
or may a selection bo made from 
others ; and is a person out of tlio 


.•U'.sircrf fror.: Vlrttr. 


s 

1. The Dhunn Slia^tcr and the 
cn'.tom of tlie country and tribe arc 
actual njmn. Tim Thakoors and Cliiefs 
adopt with the i-anelinn of the Prince : 
this has always been the custom. 

2. Tiiere is the aeecpting and the 
J rx's'f'iving the child ; then the wor- 

shipof fiiim-h ; after that alms and 
the fe.asling of mm’s hndherhood and 
friends, so that the adoption may bo 
made pulilie. The right of adopting 
ivsts first with the master of the house, 
and after him with his widow ; if 
there is no willow, with his relations 
and well-wishing oflicials. 

Jl. The persons who have the power 
to adopt have been stated above. If 
the Chief die unm.arried, the brother- 
hood and the well-disjiosed and just 
men of business have the power. 

•1. At the ago of 10. 

5. I’ho nearest of kin has the first 
claim, hut if ho is unfit, one of the 
other relation is taken, and if there arc 
no relations, one of the tribe who 
is most intimate. It is not understood 


B 




130 


PUCCnSSIOX TO THE KEnOWI-EE CHIErSHIV. 


Questions propounded ly Sir IT. 
M. Lawrence, K. c. H., Gover- 
nor General's Agent in Jtaj- 
pootana, on Utc subject of adop- 
lion and succession. 


family ever adopted in preference 
to one in it ? 

G. . Is it neeesF.ary tlial llio jjor- 
Eon adopted be a cliild ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption be made, and if so, by 
whom ? 

7. If either a child or an adult 
can be adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in either ease, or what is 
the diflbrcncc ? 

8. In any ease can a Prince 
adopt before he is of the age of 
15 or 16 ? 


Answers from Ulwur. 


what is meant by the expression “ out 
of the family." 

G. It is not necessary that the per- 
son adopted should be a minor. A 
second adoption is made if the person 
first adopted dic.s. The j)ersons speci- 
fied above bare the right of ado]>tuig 
a second time. 

7. There is no dilfercncc in the cere- 
monies observed for a child and a 
grown-up person. 

8. Before the age of 10 onch.as not 
the power of adopting, except when 
no hope of life remains, and then it 
should be with the advice of the 
brotherhood, the seniors of one’s family, 
and righteous men of business. 
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Qtiesfions propounded ly Sir IT. 
31. Lairrcncc, K. o. B., Gorcr- 
nor General’s Agent in Baj- 
pooiana^ on the snlject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


1. Wiat is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoption in your 
sovereignty, and also among your 
Thakoors ; and has the custom 
been invariable ? 

2. What customs and ceremonies 
arc necessary to complete an adop- 
tion, and who have the right of 
adopting ? 


3. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out having made an adoption, or 
without having married, what is 
the custom P 

4. At what ago may a Chief 
manage the affairs of his State ? 


5. Should no adoption have been' 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, 
or may a selection he made from 
others ; and is a person out of the 
family ever adopted in preference 
to one in it P 


Anstcers from Kishengurli. 


■ 1 . The custom of adopting accord- 

• ing to tho Dhurm Shaster and cere- 
monial institutes has always prevail- 
ed. 

2. The father and mother, and wife 
and daughter, ikc., have the power of 
adopting. Before the adoption they 
inform the Government, and after that 

' they assemble tho brotherhood, and 
j have rejoicings, dance and song, ^e 
distribution of cocoanut, ikc. 

3. In the case of a Chief not hav- 
ing n family, those of the family’ men- 
tioned above who may be alive have 

' the power of adopting. 

4. From the time that a Chief is 
acquainted with and clever in the use 

I of weapons, he may manage the affairs 
i of his Chicfsliip. 

! 

5. First the nearest relations are 
I adopted, but if they are rmfit, an adop- 
I tion is made from others. 
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Qites/ions jmjioinidal ly Sir H. 
M. Lawrence, k. o. n., Govcr^ 
nor General’s Agent in Laj- 
j)0otana, on the subject of ailojp- 
Hon and succession. 


G. Is it necessary that the per- 
son adopted be a child ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption ho made, and if so, hy 
whom ? 

7. If cither n child or an adult 
can he adopted, aro the cci*cmonics 
the same in cither case, or what is 
tho diiTcrcnco P 

S. In any case can a Prince 
adopt heforo ho is of tho ago of 
16 or IG ? 


Answers from Kishengnrii. 


G. There is no restriction ns to 
minors or persons of mature age. A 
second adoption may he made, and the 
persons who have the power of adopt- 
ing havo been above spccincd. 

7. Tho same rule applies both to 
tho adoption of minors and persons 
of mature ago. 

8. Ho has the power to adopt if ho 
wishes it. 
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Questions proj)onnded Itf Sir R. 
Zr. Laicrence, k. c. b., Gover- 
nor General's Agent hi JRaJ- 
pootana, on the subjeet of adop- 
tion and suecession. 


1. "NMiat is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoption in your 
sovereignt}', and also among your 
Thakoors ; and lias tlie custom 
keen invariable ? 

2. Wbatcustoms and ceremonies 
arc necessary to complete an adop- 
tion, and who have tbo right of 
adopting P 


3. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out haring made an adoptiou, or 
without haring married, what is 
the custom P 


4. At what age may a‘ Chief 
manage the affairs of his State p 


Answers from Bholepoor. 


1. When there is no son a son is 
adopted from among the nearest rela- 
tions, and religious ceremonies are per- 
formed; this has been the custom 
from of old. 

2. The ceremonies of piercing the 
car, cutting the hair, worship of the 
Deity, and the customs of invitation 
of guests and feasting, Sic., are prac- 
tised for the information of all con- 
cerned. First, the man, after his 
death, his wife, if there are no widows, 
the reigning Prince names the right- 
ful heir, or the relations and ofScials 
adopt and inform the Prince. 

3. The wife of the deceased, with 
the advice of the Sirdars and officials, 
adopts. If the Chief die unmarried, 
his mother may adopt. If there be a 
brother or brother’s son, he is the 
heir. 

4. "When the Chief arrives at years 
of discretion ; until then his mother 
and the well-wishing officials under 
her should manage the af&irs of the 
Chiefship. 
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Questions projionnded It/ Sir H, 
M. Lawrence, k . c. b., Gover- 
nor GeneraVs Agent in Rajpoo- 
tana, on the subject of adop. 
tion and succession. 


5. Should no adoption hare been 
made and the Prinee die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarilj' succeed, 
or may a selection bo made from 
others ; and is a person out of the 
family ever adopted in preference 
to one in it P 

G. Is it nccessaiy that the per- 
son adopted be a child ;.and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption be made, and if so, by 
whom ? 


7. If cither a child or an adult 
can be adopted, arc the ceremonies 
the same in either case, or what is 
the difference P 

8. 'In any case can a Prince 
adopt before he is of the age of 
15 or 10 P 


Jnstoers from Lholepoor. 


5. First the nearest relations, then 
those of the same tribe, arc adopted. 
If there is no one lit in the family, 
then one out of the family may bo 
taken. 


C. It is better to adopt a child, but 
if necessary, one may adopt a grown- 
up person. A second adoption is made 
cither by the wife, if there be one, or 
.by his mother ; or, in conformity to the 
Chief’s uill, should he have Icit one, 
a sister’s son and a daughter’s son 
may also succeed. 

7. After having selected a child or 
a grown-up person the usual cere- 
monies of the house are performed 
(the same for both). 

8. There is no objection, but it is 
necessary that the reigning Prince 
should be informed of the reasons for 
it. 
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Questions projjoundei ly Sir H. 
M'. Lawrence, K. c. B.j Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Rajpoo- 
iana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


1. 'V\niat is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoption in jour 
sorereignty, and also among your 
Thakoors ; and has the custom 
been invariable? 

2. What customs and ceremonies 
are nccessaiy to complete an adop- 
tion, and who have the right of 
adopting ? 

3.. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out havmg made au adoption, or 
without haring married, what is 
the custom? 

4. At what age may a Chief 
manage the affairs of his State ? 

5. Should no adoption have been 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, or 
may a selection he made from 
others ; and is a person out of 
the family ever adopted in prefer- 
ence to one in it ? 

G. Is it necessary that the per- 
son adopted be a child ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption he made, and if so, by 
whom ? 


Answers from Bhurfpoor. 


1. WTioever is without a child 
adopts a son from among his relations ; 
no departure has ever been made from 
tliis ancient custom. 

2. There are the customs of feasting 
and festivity. The right of adopting is 
first ^rith the father and mother, then 
with the grandfather and grandmother. 

3. The wife of the deceased adopts ; 
if the Chief die rmmarried, his mother 
adopts. 

4. At the age of 15. 

5. The selection is made first from 
the near relations and members of the 
family : if there be none, or none be 
fit, from those of the same stock. The 
persons above mentioned have the 
right of adopting ; one not connected 
in any way cannot be adopted. 

0. A child or grown-up person may 
be adopted. If the person first adopt- 
ed die, any one of the four persons 
above mentioned has the right of 
adopting a second time. 
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Qitesdons jirojjotinded 6y Sir H. 
2r. Latcrence, k. c. b.j Gover- 
uor General’s Agent in Saj~ 
pootana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


1. Wliat is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoption in jour 
sovereignty, and also among your 
Thakoors ; and has the custom 
been invariable? 

2. liVliat customs and ceremonies 
are necessary to complete an adop- 
tion. and who have the right of 
adopting ? 

3. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out having made an adoption, or 
without haring married, what is 
the custom ? 

4. At what age may a Cliief 
manage the afiairs of his State ? 


5. Should no adoption have been 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, 
or may a selection be made from 
others ; and is a person out of the 
family ever adopted- in preference 
to one in it P 

6. Is it necessary that the per- 
son adopted be a child ; and if the 


Ansicers from Gtcalior. 


1. When there is no son, one is 
adopted: this rule has always been 
acted upon. 


2. The requirements of the Shaster 
and of national family and caste cus- 
toms are fulfilled. The persons who 
have a right to adopt arc mentioned- 
below. 

3. The wife of the deceased adopts ; 
if the Chief dies unmarried, his mo- 
ther and father have the right of 
adopting. 

4. After the age of 16 years, but if 
he have discretion and knowledge, he 
may administer the Government under 
that age. 

5. In the first place the more near 
relations are adopted, but if there are 
none, or those there are should not be 
fit, then a person out of the family, 
hut of the same tribe, is taken. 


6. Toung or old can be taken ; a 
second adoption can be made by the 


S 
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SrCCESBIOS TO THE EEEOTTLEE CHUTSHIP. 


Qii-eslions propounded iy Sir S. 
If. Laiorence, e. c. b., Govcr~ 
nor General’s Aycnt in Haj- 
pootanUj on the svlject o/" ad-qp- 
iion and sii-ccession. 


person adopted Ke, can a second 
adoption "be mad^ and if so, by 
■whom? 


7. If cither a child or an adult 
can he adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in dther case, or ivhat is 
the difference ? 

8. In any case can a Prince 
adopt hefore he is of the age of 
15 or 16? 


Ansircrs from GTcalior. 


•wife of the first adopted son, deceased ; 
should there he no irife, hy the pa- 
rents ; and should there he no parenfe, 
hy the principal persons (of the 
State). 

.7. The customs in the adoption of 
a gronn-np person are the same as 
those for a child. 

i 

\ 

8. If the Eajah at any age may have 
made an adoption in a perfect man- 
ner, and in the modes above men- 
tioned, it is la'sriuL 
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Questions propounded hy Sir IL 
M. Lawrence, K. c. B., Gorer- 
Hor General's Aycnt in Itaj- 
poofana, on the suhjecl of adop- 
tion and succession. 


1. "What is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoption in your 
sovcrcigntj', and also among your 
Tlialcoors ; and has the custom 
been invariable ? 

2. "Whatcustoms andccrcmonics 
arc necessary to complete an adop- 
tion, and who have the right of 
adopting 


3. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out having made an adoption, or 
without having married, what is 
the custom ? 


d. At what age may a Chief 
manage the affairs of his State P 


Answers from Serohi. 


1. If there be no son, the nearest 
of kin succeeds ; this custom is in- 
variable. 


2. After having taken a written 
agreement from the person adopted, 
the ceremonies are performed with 
rejoicings, that the act may bo known 
to all. The right of adoption rests 
with the Chief, after him with his 
Avidow; if there is no widow, the 
wisest Chiefs and faithful servants 
of the State choose one of the near 
of kin. 

3. If there be a widow, she, in 
council with the great Chiefs of the 
State and the Crown Advisers, adopts 
from among the nearest of kin. If 
there be no widow, the Chiefs and Ad- 
visers make the adoption. If the 
Chief dies unmarried, and no adoption 
has been made, it is the right of the 
nearest of kin to succeed. 

4. If intelligent, before 15 j-ears of 
age ; but after 15 is the period fixed in 
the Dhurum Shaster. 




Bi;cci:ss!0.v to tiii: KKnowm; ciiii:rsifir. 
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Questions propoundvd hi/ Sir JI. 
M. Jmr.rcncc, K. c. Ti., Gover- 
nor General's Agent in Jlaj- 
pootana, on the suhject of adop- 
lion and succession. 


5. Should no adoption have been 
made and the Prinee die, must the 
nearest of Isin necessarily succeed, 
or may a selection bo made from 
others ; and is a person out of the 
family over adopted in prcfcrcnco 
to one in it ? 

G. Is it necessary' that the per- 
son adopted be a ehild ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption bo made, and if so, by 
whom ? 

7. If cither a child or an adult 
can bo adopted, are tbc ceremonies 
the same in cither case, or what is 
the diiTcrcncc ? 

8. In any case can a Prince 
adopt before ho is of the age of 
15 or IG ? 


Anstrersfrom Serohi. 


G. One of the nearest of kin re- 
ceives the throne, the choice resting 
with the ividow ; when there are near 
relations, a distant one cannot succeed, 
much less any one out of the family. 


G. The age of the person adopted 
is of no consequence; it is the right 
of the near relations to adopt again. 


7. Wicthcr the adopted son Ijo 
young or old, the chief scri’ants of the 
State give him the Paj Tiluk, sc.at him 
on the throne, and give him nuzzurs. 

8. It would be valid. 
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SUCCESSION TO THE KEnOWI.EE CIllEPSUIP. 


Questions projioundcd iy Sir H. 
■ 21. Lawrence, K. c. B., Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Raj- 
pootana, on the sulject of adop- 
tion and succession. 

others ; and is a person out of the 
family ever adopted in preference 
to one in it ? 

G. Is it necessary that the per- 
son adopted be a child ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption be made, and if so, by 
■whom ? 

7. If either a child or an adult 
can be adopted, arc the ceremonies 
the same in cither case, or what is 
the difference ? 

S. In any case can a Frince 
adopt before he is of the age of 
15 or 16 ? 


Answers from Kotah. 


G. A boy or a man may be adopted : 
a second adoption can bo made, and 
those who had power to make the first 
adoption have the same power for the 
second. 

7. It is the same for a man ns 
for a boy. 


8. It is not lawful { but if ho 
adopts with the advice of Ihu Bnncc 
Eegnant, and with the approval and 
knowledge of the Sirdars and well- 
wishers of the State, it is lawful for 
him to do so. 






SUCCESSION TO THE KEHOWT.EE CinEESIlir. 


14-3 


Quesfioiis projiounded hy Sir JI. 
M. Laicrcnce, K. c. B., Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Saj- 
pootana, on the subject of adop~ 
tion and succession. 


1. What is the custom rejrard- 
ing succession and adoption in your 
sovereignty, and also among your 
Thakoors ; and has the custom 
been invariable ? 

2. "^Miat customs and ceremonies 
are necessary to complete an adop- 
tion, and who have the right of 
adopting ? 


3. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out having made an adoption, or 
without having married, what is 
the custom P 

4. At what age may a Chief 
manage the affairs of his State p 


5. Should no adoption have been 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, or 
may a selection he made from others ; 
and is a person out of the family ever 
adopted in preference to one in it P 


Answers from Boondec. 


1. A Chief adopts from among the 
near of kin according to the Dhurum 
Shaster ; what is written in the 
Shasters is invariable. 

2. To make the adoption public, one 
should perform the ceremonies with 
all the rejoicings possible. The Chief 
has the right of adopting ; on his death, 
if there he no near relations, the seniors 
and others of the family form a Coun- 
cil and adopt a successor. 

3. The succession falls to the near- 
est of kin ; if there be no near 
relation, the Council above mentioned 
seats some one on the throne. 

4. According to the Shaster a 
Prince is ruler of his State from the 
death of his father ; but while very 
young, the confidential servants of his 
father, the heads of the clan, and the 
Council of the members of the family 
should administer the Government. 

5. Tlie nearest of kin should be 
seated on the throne ; one out of the 
family cannot succeed. 
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srccKssioN TO TiiK Ki:iion’i,r:i: cninrsirip. 


Qncxfiottx projiount/ed hy Sir IL 
M. Lawrence, k. a. n., (lover- 
nor General’x Agent in Jtnj- 
pootana, on the xnhjcct of adop- 
tion and xnccexxion. 

0. Is it neccssnry that llio per- 
Roii nrluplcd be a cliiid ; and if the 
pertion adopted die, can a accond 
ndo]>tion be made, and if eo, by 
wbom ? 

7. Ifoitbcr a child or an adult 
can be adopted, arc tbc cercnionicfi 
the same in citber case, or wbat ia 
the dinbrcnce ? 

8. In any ca«c can a Prince 
adopt before bo is of the age of 
16 or 10 ? 


Anxwerx from Jtoondee. 


0. 'J'bo nearest of kin (wbetber 
young or old) sbould be adopted ; if 
tbc adopted person die, tbc next of 
kin sbould be adopted. 

7. Tbero is no dilTcrcncc in forms, 
wbetber tbc person adoj)ted be a buy 
or n grow'ii-iip person. 

8. According to tbc Sbastcr it is 
lawful to adopt at any age. 
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Qitesiiotts propounded, hy Sir H. 

M. Zawrence, K. c. B., Gover,^ 

• nor General’s Agent in Baj- 
pootana, on the suljcct of adop- 
tion and succession. | 

Answers from Jhallawar. 

1. Wliat is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoption in your 
sovercigntj', and also among j'our 
Tbiikoors ; and has the custom 
been invariable ? 

1. Every Prince, Chief, or Thakoor, 
who is without issue, adopts a son : 
this has always been the custom. 

2. "VNliat customs and ceremonies 
arc neccssaiy to complete an adop- 
tion, and who have the right of 
adopting ? 

2. At adoptions the same customs 
obtain ns at the birth of a son. The 
right of adopting rests firstly Tvith 
the Cliief, after him with liis widow, 
and after her, mth the old men and 
near relations. 

If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out haring made an adoption, or 
without having married, what is 
the custom ? 

3. The wife of the deceased should 
adopt a son ; but in the case of Chief 
having died unmarried, the right of 
adopting rests with Ms mother, and 
after her, with his kinsmen and the 
chief men of the State. 

4. At what age may a Chief 
manage the afiairs of his State ? 

4. At 12 or 13, when' he is near 
years of discretion. 

5. Should no adoption have been 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, 
or may a selection be made from 
others ; and is a person out of the 
famil 3 ’ over adopted in preference 
to one in it ? 

5. The son of the nearest relation 
is heir: one out of the family can 
never be preferred to one in it. 


T 
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MTCTAsio).* Tft Tin; r.i:j;fnfr.ri: £;Trn:r?.iiir. 


Quf jiroyiv lull'll Sir Ji. 

jl/. Lurrrnrr, K. C. It., Onrrr- 
tior (/I'lii'ntl’n Ai/n-J h: fhtj- 
jiiotitnn, on till' Ki'fijrcl of nilnp- 
tioii aitif Mtccfjitiiiti. 

G. li! it iie<*iv‘s:iry Un* jxt- 

son mlojiti't! In* sx eliSM ; ntnl if the 
j)i’r.-:o» n'lojitfd ilii', ran u fccond 
iKloi)tion lie inadr, ami if fo, hy ; 
xvhom ? 

7. If citlior a cliild or an adult 
can 1)0 adopted, are llii* rcToinonit h 
tlic fame in either ease, or what i« 
the difl'orcnce ? 

8. In any oa«o can a I’rince 
adopt before he is of the ago of 
15 or 1C ? 


/rfnn J/inl/'irnr, 


G. Yoiiii!; or old may lx? -adojited 

wlirn thi' p. r'an a.lopt<'d di^^; n 
r-.-eond adnjitioti can le made hy the 
near relations and conneetions. 

7. According to the cip.tnms and 
tic.igea of tlie hoti-'c, everything should 
he estaldishcd and made linn. 

8. It is lawful. 


I 
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Qm/tolif prfpoif.uhil ly i9jV //. I 


-V. h-vrrmcr, K. c. n., (iorfr~ 
vor df.^rr.ir.t Jprr.t in 7iV/- 
on {If fvhjfci of luhiji- 

1. 'Wliat i< llie ciiktoni ropanl- 
ajiiJ niloplion in yottr 
KCiVi-n-ifjnly. aUo ainoiii» your 
Thalioiir;! ; ami lia-s llu* cu‘>(oin 
luvn invariaMi" ? 


2. 'Wlial cn‘tom« and i-oronionic'* 
atv iuw>>ary lo an ndoji- 

lion, ami who have the right of 
ndojiting i 


.'J. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out haring made an adojition, or 
without having married, what is 
the custom ? 

4. At what ago may a Chief 
manage the aflaira of his Stale P 

5. Should no adoption have been 
made and the Prinec die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily suecced, 


Jntfcrs from Vcrtahgnrh. 


1. lie who has no son adopts one 
to j»prf»>rm his funeral ohserjuies and 
to sucecetl him : there can never ho 
any variation in the rule of tho Shas- 
ter. The Xohlcs and Sirdars cannot 
adopt without tho consent of the 
Prince. 

2. At adoptions there is the prac- 
tice of lihenility, burnt ofierings, 
ohl.atious, the distributing of alms, and 
the same customs of festivity ns at 
the hirth of a son ; the Xoblcs and 
Sird.ars make ofierings, and an agree- 
ment is written. The right of adopt- 
ing belongs first to the Chief, after 
him to the lloyal llnncc.s, and, should 
there be none, to tho well-wishers of 
the State. 

3. In this State no Chief has ever 
been mimarricd. 


4-. After his father’s death he has 
full power. 

5. There is nothing fixed ns to a 
near or a distant relation ; one can even 
take a person not connected, but he 



src^'.YSsaox to TOtt i;rv,TOvrT.r.r: cinmuir 


1-iS 


Qtjffib’iif <'/ ir. 

3r, X.7rw<\'A X, c. ^7., f».75'A-- 
«.'r Jrryif- f.v 

rs f7,i“ ,<r, ?;>.'/ i,v* 

?}>» ;75:.? v'tJ.'AVA*;.’??, 


PT TOny a sflivHpa Iv laatli' fwi« 
pihcTS : aavl is a person oat. of ilu' 
faaaly over ailoytx\\ in pwfori'noo 
to onc> in it ? , 

G. Is it nooossiwy lliat tin? jvr> 
son aiioytoii lo a oliill ; anl if tiio 
yi'Tson alopti'I iiio, oan a sfoonii 
aloplivinVo inailo, anl if so, Vy 
wlunn ? 

7. If oiilicr a oinlvi or an avinit 
oan lio aloptoiiy ato tlio ocronionios 
tiu'sann' in oiilu'r oaso, or wlnvl is 
ilie Girtownoo ? 

G, 3n any case can a IVinoo 
aviojit K'fore ho is of tho ago of 
lo or IG ? 




innst K' of tho same oasto as iho 
ailoytor. 


6. Thoro is no rostriotion as to ago. 
If tho I'O.rson aiiojito.1 Gios, thon 
anothor is aGoptoG, anG it. is writton 
aVovo who haw tho poworof aGopt* 
ing. 

7. In any oaso tho Xohh's awG 
othors piaoo tho aGoptoil son on tho 
thtono anG arTangi' avvoniing to 1110 
onstoin of tho Clnofslnp. 

G. It. is not right- for a porson 
nnGor ago to aGopu hooanso thon' is 
hopo from Ov^G's natnn' of oiVspving. 



prcmsioN TO Tiir. Kr.KOwjxi; chutpimp 
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yr-1} fjj Sir 11 , 

M. /,-;r-rr K. (\ It., Gut'rr. 

ror (ir:;rr,l!‘f HttJ/.on- 

(?.r rvlJc'J vf uiloju 

/.v;; it;. I f;:ci'rfii‘ti. 


1. Wlnt j*. till' cii'toiii r<-/:anl- 
in:r nipf^'f'ion niul nilnjitimi iit vonr 
mvi'rvijrsity, ajul al'o .inioiiir your 
Tlialjoors ; njul li.K the* cu>lom 
Kru iiivariaMo ? 

2. AVli.ll I'U'loiu"! n:i<l ri-ri’iiionifs 
arc jifi''‘'.*.iry to rtoiijilvlo an a'loj'- 
tion, ami «lio li.ivi* the riyltt of 
a'lojilinjr? 


Jl. If a I’lineo or Cliii-f <lto witli- 
oxit liaviti" jnaili' an ailoiition, or 
ivitlioul Itnvin^ niarriwl, wliat is 
ilii’ cu'.toni ? 


•1. At i\li.it n^v may a Chief 
man.ige the afl'uirs of his State ? 

5. Should no ndojition have been 
made and the I’niiee die, mu.sl the 
ncarc.sl of kin necessarily suceced, or 
may a selection bo made from 
othen; ; and is a person out of 
the family ever adopted in prefer- 
ence to one in it ? 


/rot.’; Dootiptirpoor, 


•1. Kroni ancient tiinc.s jicople have 
made adoptions to pre.servc their 
estates acoonling to their st.itions ; 
this custom has always jirevailcd. 

2. At adoptions there is the making 
; the marl: on the forehead, giving n 
I dress, .ind making gifts and oflerings. 
. The power of adopting i.s with the 
j near rv’lations ; if there are none, then 
j live loyal, re.«poet.ibIc men of the place 
have the jiower of adopting. 

J). If the Ciiief die without issue, 
I then his wife, brothers, or five respect- 
able men (:irbitr.\tors), adopt. If the 
Chief die unmarried, then the Sirdars 
assemble anil place one of the family 
on the throne. 

■1. At the age of lo or IG if the 
young Cliicf be intelligent, othenriso 
at the ago of It) or 20. 

5. The nearest relation should be 
adopted ; if there bo nif ono actually 
of the famih’, then any ono of tho 
same stock may bo adopted. AATien 
thcro are any of the family, a stranger 
is not adopted. 
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BtrccEssioir to the eeeowiee chiefship. 


Questions jpro^ounded ly Sir H. 
M. Laiorence, K. c. b.. Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in jRajpoo- 
iana, on the sulject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


6. Is it necessary that the per- 
son adopted he a child ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption he made, and if so, hy 
whom? 

7. If either a child or an adult 
can he adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in either case, or what is 
the difference ? 

8. In any case can a Prince 
adopt before he is of the age of 
15 or 16? 


Answers from Boongiirpoor. 


6. There is nothing fixed as to 
whether the person adopted he young 
or old- If the person adopted die, 
then either the wife or five respectable 
men adopt another. 

7. The customs mentioned above 
are applicable to the adoption of a hoy 
or a man. 

8. A Prince at the age of 15 or 16 
can under no circumstances adopt. 
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f'V f'ir /A 

1 * » •• 

M. I.^:~rr,:cr, K. r. w., OVrrr- 

j ic; /?.<• fu^jrrf of aihip- 

/ioii 

1. Wi.it j« till’ c-ii<losu ri'^anl- 
iti" Mircf'-'-ion fuiil nilojttion in ymir 
mvi;n'jj^j{y, ainl a1*n ainoii!: ymtr 
Thnl;<>or> ; anil lias tlio ctisiont 
K-.-:i invariaMo ? 

2. Wlia! riislonn niiil rcrrninnicc 
arv’ nivi" '■ary l'i cosni'li'U* an mlnji- 
linn. an>l who liavo tho rifihl of 
ailiijiliiifr r 


«t. If a I’rinct' or Cliicf »lio wilh- 
«nl haviti" iriaih' an ;nlojiti«ii, or 
without havini; inarricil, what i« 
iht.' fU.'lom r 


•1. At what a^o may a Cliicf 
inanago the affairs of his State ? 


.'5. Should no ailojilion have been 
inaile and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily Fuccccd, 
or may a Folection be made from 


Anrircrs from Jianutrarra. 


1. It has always been the rule to 
make adiijitions. 


2. Adoptions are made with the 
advice of the XoMes and oflicials. 
According: to one’s sf.ntion, he performs 
worship at the temple and makes great 
njoieings with music, Ac.; after sit- 
ting on the throne ofTerings and 
scatterings of money arc made. The 
1 right of adojiting rests with the 
Chief. 

!J. If there bo no Chief and no son, 
the widow selects a boy of her deceased 
husleand’s family. If the Chief die 
• unmarried, the members of the family 
assemble and adopt a boy of the 
family. 

•I. If a Chief is shrewd as a child, 
he has authority in the affairs of the 
State, otherwise at the age of 14 
or 15. 

5. One is scleeted from the near 
relations; in some Chiefships some- 
times they adopt persons out of the 
family. 
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SDCCrSSION TO THE KEKOTOEE CIIIErSHIP. 


Qucdiom propounded Ip Sir Jf. 
M. Latcrence, K. c. B., Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Jlajpoo- 
lana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


others ; and is a person out of the 
family ever adopted in preference 
to one in it ? 

G. Is it neeessary that the per- 
son adopted he n child ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption he made, and if so, hy 
whom ? 

7. If cither a child or an adult 
can ho adopted, arc the ceremonies 
the same in cither case, or what is 
the diifcrcncc ? 

8. In any case can a Prince 
adopt before he is of the age of 
15 or IG ? 


Ansiccrs from Bansicarra. 


G. There is no necessity for his 
being j-oung or old ; a Chief can 
adopt a second time with the advice 
of relations. 

7. It is all the same in cvei^' 
case. 


8. If the Chief is infirm in body, 
he can adopt a boy with the advice of 
the Nobles and respectable men. 
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Q:tfsl;ont jirojinmutcif l>y Sir 71, 
JiiJtrrcnce, K. c. ii., Gorer- 
s;or Gcnfrul’s jfyciif- in 
jjoot^ir.a, on /7c fuhjcct of adop- 
tion and fnccctnon. 


1. IVhat if i!ic rfgard- I 

in^ Huccc««if)n and adoplinn in pour j 
fortTcjjnilv, and also attion^ vour i 
Thal:oors ; and lias the custom ; 
Iwa invariable? • 


2. n:*tom< and ciTemf'atcs 

am r.t'C\‘'sarj' to comjdeic an adoji- 
tion. and who have the right of ; 
adoj’ting ? 


3. If a Prince or Chief die ruth- 



AntKcrt from Jeysulmerc. 


1. TJic casiom of adoption prevails 
in this State, but the TlialfOorB and 
Sirdars, when tliov adopt, must consult 
the Government in the matter. The 
custom is invariable, but if a son is 
bom, lie Isceomes CJiief, and the adopted 
son i.s provided for. 

2. Tlie marl: i.s made on the fore- 
licad of the bov who is adopted : 
there arc festivities, and nnzzam are 
made to the adopted son. Tlie right 
of adopting rests with the C^ltc■f 
Liraself. 

3. The Pance of the deces-'ed Chiet^ 






srcov-ssiox TO tnr. Kj;iu>wi,r.r. nnr.rfinr. 


IRi 

Qtifsfiotix prnjwiiiifrif ly Sir II, 
Jlf. Iuvrroict', K. (\ n., Gm-rr- 
iwr Gcnmrx Aftcnt in JiitJ. 
jmfijitn, on ihe snfijrct of niop. 
lion itml snocemon, 

G. Is 51 nccossary IliM, tlio por- 
son l>fi ti clulil ; nnd if Ihe 

person mlojilod die, ran n second 
adoption l>o made, and if so, hy 
whom P 

7. If either n child or an ndnit 
can ho adopted, nro the wn'inonies 
the same in either case, or what is 
the ditTeronoe ? 

8. In any ease can a rrineo 
adopt before he is of the ago of 
35 or 10 P 


/Inxirtrs fnm Jri/siihncrr. 


0. A man or a hoy may ho adopted ; 
a second adoption may he made. If 
the person adopted dies in the lift!- 
time of the Chief, the Chief adopts 
ng.ain ; otherwise the llanec, or his 
mother, adopts. 

7. The customs in the .adoption of 
a man or a hoy are tho same. 


S. It is not good for a St.ate that a 
Chief adopt hcfoni tho ago of IG, h\it 
if he do, he should do so with the 
advice of the well-wishcro, «t:c., of tho 
Slate. 
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Questions jtroponnded lx/ Sir H. 
M. Latorcncc, k. c. b., Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Raj- 
jjootana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


1. WHiat is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoption in j-our 
sovereignty, and also among your 
Thakoors ; and has the custom 
keen invariable ? 


2. 'Whatcustoms andceremonies 
are necessary to complete an adop- 
tion, and who have the right of 
adopting ? 


Answers from Biclaneer, 


1. A Chief consults with the Minis- 
ters, &c., and adopts one of his family 
who is capable of maintaining the 
State. If the adoption is made after 
his death, it is made by his Banee 
with the advice of the Ministers, &o. 
Amongst the Nobles, Thakoors, &c., the 
custom is similar, but they must obtain 
the approval of the Dnrhar and give 
nuzzeranas, and the Turban of the 
adopted son is put on by the Durbar 
and a Title Deed of his Estate is given 
to him. If the near relation is unfit, 
he is not taken: this is the only 
exception to the rule. 

2. The ceremonies of adoption are 
performed in an auspicious hour, and 
the Chief causes nuzzeranas to be made 
to the heir apparent; but if the 
adoption is made after the Chiers 
death, it is made by the Banee. They 
^ve the adopted son the Insignia of 
Boyalty and seat him on the throne ; 
then the Nobles, &c., present nnzznrs, 
and there are festivities, the sounding 
of drums, and the taking the oath 
of allegiance. 
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Qitcxdotix jmijmnulril hi/ Sir JI. 
M. Lairrntre, k. c. ti,, Gnrcr- 
nor Gcnernl'tt Af/mt in Jinj- 
poolaun, on the ruhjcct of arlop. 
/ion and xncrmmn. 


3. If n Prince or CliitT tlie witli- 
out linviiig inivlc nn (nloplion, or 
witlionl linviiig married, ^vhai is 
llic custom ? 

•1-. Al wlint ngc may n Cincf 
manage tlic iilfaini of liia Slate ? 


5. Slioiild no udo])tion have Iwn 
made and the I’rinee die, must the 
nearest of Isin necessarily succeed, 
or may a wlcclioii he made from 
others ; and is a person out of tho 
family ever ndoj»tcd in preference 
to one in it ? 

C. Is it necessary that the per- 
son adopted he a child ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a pccond 
adoption be made, and if so, by 
whom ? 

7. If cither a child or nn adult 
can be adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in cither case, or what is 
the diflcrenco ? 


AnxKcrf from Jiklanrcr. 


8. The Liislomn of adoption have 
l>ecn written nlxjve. If the Chief dies 
unmarried, his mother, with th'-a/lvice 
of the Mini.-lers, &c., ndo]>t«. 

d. According to the IJhunimSbaster 
he has authority after the ago of IC; 
hut from the time he a>^-nds the 
throne he is informed of cvciything 
that is done, so that liis knowledge 
and intelligence may increase. 

G, Tlio nearest rclatioji svho is 
eligible is adopted; one out of the 
family can never have tho pre- 
ference. 


0. Young or old may be adopted ; 
n second adoption is made cither by 
the wife of tho adoplcil person deceased, 
or, if lie died unmarried, by his 
mother. 

7. Young and old arc adopted: 
the castoms and ceremonies arc uTit- 
ten above. 
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Qiiesfions jiropotnidcd iy Sir H. 
21. Laicrcncc, K. c. tj., Gover- 
vor General’s Affcnt in HaJ- 
poofana, on fie suljeci of 
(ion and succession. 

S. In any case can a Prince 
adopt before lie is of tlie age of 
15 or 10 ? 


Answers from Biclaneer. 


S. If the Prince, by reason of some 
bodily defect, cannot hare a son, or 
should be extremely ill, he may adopt 
with the advice of his Ifobles, Minis- 
ters, iL'c. ; he should not act on Ms 
own judgment. 
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Questions propounded ly Sir II. 
M. LatorencCf K, o. b., Gover~ 
nor General’s Agent in Maj^ 
pooiana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


1. What is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoption in 3 'our 
sovereignty, and also among your 
Tbakoors ; and has the custom 
been invariable ? 


2. Whatcustoms and ceremonies 
are necessary to complete an adop- 
tion, and who have the right of 
adopting ? 


8 . If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out having made an adoption, or 
without having married, what is 
the custom ? 

4. At what age may a Chief 
manage the aifairs of his State ? 


Answers ly a learned Native. 


1. There are many books of 
Shasters; some arc more respected 
and followed in some countries, and 
some in others. The general principles 
laid down in the Shasters arc invariable, 
but by custom some of the minor 
conditions are unful/illcd ; for in- 
stance, it is not right to adopt an only 
son, though it is occasionally done. 

2. The pving of a son in adoption 
is ratified by a vow. To m.ako the 
matter public, the adopted son is 
seated on a throne, the Turban is tied 
on bis head, cocoanut is distributed 
to the people assembled, and other 
similar ceremonies are performed. 
First, the man without issue himself 
has the right of adopting; if ho dies 
without having adopted, his widow 
adopts ; and if he has left no widow, 
his relations adopt. 

3. The widow adopts; if there is 
none, the relations adopt. 


4. According totheDhurumShastcr 
in force at Benares, majority is attain- 
ed at the completion of 1C years; 
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Quesfionf propoii'-idcd ly Sir If. 
M. fjtJtrrmcr, K. c. li., Gorcr- 
iwr General's AperJ in Jlaj.. 
pootana, on the svhject of adop- 
tion and sneeefxion. 


5. Should no adoption have been 
made and the rrince die, muft the 
nearest ofkinnmvMrily Huccoed, or 
may a Filcction ho made from others; 
and is a person out of tlie fajnily ever 
adopted in profcrenco to one in it ? 


G. Is it necessary that the per- 
son adopted he a child ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption be made, and if so, hy 
whom ? 


7. If either a child or an adult 
can be adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in either case, or what is 
the dificrcncc ? 


Ansirers ly a learned Native. 


in Bengal it is at the completion of 
15 years : in Ilindostan 15 or 16 is 
considered the age at which a Chief 
hxs a right to manage his own aflairs. 

5. The nearest relation is considered 
to have the best right to bo adopted. 
The Shaster gives entire option to the 
adopter, and, except a brother’s son, 
whom it says it is proper to adopt, 
none other of the relations arc specified 
as having a claim to be adopted ; 
and even this claim of the brother’s 
son is often set aside, as has hap- 
pened at Ivishengurh, Jodhpoor, 
Oodejiroor, Kcrowlec, Jic. 

C. There is nothing fixed by the 
Shaster respecting the age of an 
adopted person, but custom sanctions 
the adoption of an adult, and even of 
one who is a father of a family ; a 
second adoption may be made by them 
who haro the right to make the first 
adoption. 

7. Answered above (that is, the 
ceremonies are the same for both). 






IGO 


Pt:ccr.’!sio.v to thh Kr.nowun; cHir.rsiiiP, 


QitenflotiJi projwniuff/l ty Sir Jf, 
M. Lairmirr, K. C. II., Gorrr- 
vnr Grneritl’.'i Aytnf In JinJ- 
foofaita, OH (he mhject of mhpm 
(ion and sneer fuon. 

8. In any r.i'-c can a Prince 
adojil l)(.Tore lie in of llic age of 
15 or 10 ? 


Jn fleers hy n learned Kalivr. 


8. Hie Slin'lcr filiov.’s lliat llic a'-t 
H'on of a inailnian, if it lenili to hi* 
advantage, may he con^iih-rcfl valid ; 
therefore, the ndoj)lir)n hy a minor 
would he valid if it had that tendency. 
Ciii'tom, however, i< that, in the tran*- 
action* of a minor, hi* relatiom ahould 
be commlted. 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 18. 

Troiij Ln;tJTf:.v.»NT (J. II. Md.ntk Polilio.il Agent, Kcrowloo, 

to Ln;fTr.NAXT-Coi,o.vi;i. Siu II. M.'L.awui:n*ci:, k. c. b.. Governor 
Gt'iu’ral’s Agent for the Slates of H.'ijjtoot.ann, — (No. 12S, dated 
the nth M.ay iS.'i!?.) 

ir.vvixo rc 2 )liotl to your Circular letters, Nos. 430, 437, 
and 103, I have the honor to acknowledge the reeeipt of 
your Despatch of the 27th ultimo. No. 404, which accom- 
panied them. 

I solemnly declare that I believe that no personal 
friendship for llao ]\Iuddun Pal exists among the Chiefs of 
ICcrowlcc, and that the twenty-four Kcrowlcc Cliicfs and 
six land i^roprictors who signed the memorial in favor of 
!!Muddun Pal, which I forwarded, in original, for submission 
to Government, were not actuated by personal friendly 
feeling, nor by the consideration that he was the rightful 
heir: seven relatives of Muddun Pal, who signed that docu- 
ment, probably were actuated by friendship. TJic memo- 
rial bears 70 signatures; respecting 37 I have given my 
opinion; 33 remain, which, in my judgment, have no 
weight ; indeed, to that number I would add the signatures 
of Sfuddun Pal’s relatives. I respectfully beg leave to 
refer to the Sth paragraph of my Despatch in the 
Secret Department, of this date, to yoim address. No. 127, 
and to my letters. No. 132, of the 23rd September, and 
No. 14G, of the 12th October last, which respectively 
transmitted Kao IMuddun Pal’s own statement and the 
memorial aUuded to. 

There are 38 feudal Chiefs tributary to Kerowlee, the 
aggregate annual value of whose estates is about Rupees 
80,000. I presume that only those 38 are entitled to 

X 
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vote in important State matters. I liave the honor to 
submit a detailed list of those Chiefs: enelosure No. 1, 
the 2nd eolumn, gives the names of the Chiefs ; the 3rd 
column the names of the estates; tlie value of eacli 
estate is noted in the ditli ; and in the 5th appears the probable 
number of the members of the brotherhood of each Chief. 

Enclosure 9, No. 10, Thalcoor Luchmun Chund, is Chief 
of XJmurgurh, which is supposed to yield Rupees 12,000 
annually, and furnishes about 150 fighting men of the 
Chief’s' own family; enclosure No. 2 is a detailed list of 
Chiefs and other persons wdio signed the memorial; cnclo> 
sure No. 3 is a synopsis of that list; enclosure No. 4< is 
a list of the most influential Chiefs. 

Thalcoors Luchmun Chund and Sham Pal can generally 
command the majority of the poorer Chiefs’ votes for good 
or evil. 

Copies of my transmitting letters, noted in the 2nd 
paragraph of this letter, being necessary to render these 
Reports complete, I have- the honor to append copies, 
enclosures Nos. 5 and G. 



svcrrjssiox to run KKnowLnr; ciiiErsnip, 
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DrlaileJ list of Chirft irihitlar^ to the Krroiclce Govrrnmcnt, rrfcrrci to 
in the "Srtl pnvagrojth of the letter ahoro noted. 


Xo. 

Xamc. 

KSTATr. 

Value of 
IWate 
annually. 

Supposed 
No. of 
relath'es 
orchlrfa 
rapabic 
of bearing 
Arms. 








JJa. 


1 

Mtiddnii I'M (Rnn) 

... 

... 

Iliidotoo 

• 

... 

... 

10,000 


••• 


... 


Gurerro 



EOO 

4 

• 

• Govind I'M ... 


... 

I'ut.lanipsor 



SDO 

SO 

3 

Mulloiiii I*.-vl ... 


... 

Koopaora 


... 

•100 

SO 

4 

Ku^iMh ]*al ... 


... 

Khoolipootu 



400 

SO 

Ti 

• MoVuii I'll ... 


... 

Xcotra 



400 

5 

G 

• iSliniti I’M 


... 

Kaothora 


... 

10,000 

10 

« 

• Hardi-ol*al ... 


... 

Chaoragaon 


... 

S,000 

11 

s 

• Xadun M ... 

... 

... 

Knodrh 



1,S00 

S3 

c 

• Jlilianx- I’M ... 


... 

Inagntta 

... 


4.000 

12 

10 

* Lucliinun Cliund 


... 

Unturgiurh ... 



15,000 

150 

11 

• Ecwrw Slnpli 


... 

Majoia 

... 

... 

3,000 

CO 

i: 

* l:.iMioouMti SiiiMi 


... 

Bnrthoon 



4,000 

CO 

13 

* Kiv'cc Kam ... 


... 

I'UttcIlpOOT 


... 

1,400 

150 

14 

* Bulmml SiiiMi 


... 

Srtnunla 



1,S00 

CO 

IS 

* Uhooiiul SIn.sb 


... 

Simnr 

... 


POO 

40 

10 

Ham Sitigli 


... 

Klio ; ... 

... 


IdXM) 

40 

17 

* llct SiliMi 


... 

Saiojy or B.aroly ... 

... 


1,500 

S5 

18 

Gorind Sin.Mi ... 


... 

Baince 


... 

SCO 

5 

10 

* Korun Siiicli ... 


... 

Kiddurpoor 



EOO 

S5 

so 

* Copal Singh ... 


... 

llnmui^r 

... 


1,500 

150 

El 

* Mulkhati Singh 


... 

Kotah 


... 

1,500 

100 


Chattal Singh ... 

... 

... 

Kospoora ... 


... 

1,000 

GO 

E3 

Doongur Singh 


... 

KlAiipoora 

... 

... 

1,500 

75 

£1 

* Salamut Singh 

... 

... 

Cli^poora 



5,000 

15 

£5 

* Bulnaiut Singh 

... 

... 

Teltraio 

... 


500 

100 

so 

* Muuohur 

... 

... 

Idarbco 

... 


1,500 

150 

S7 

Sumput Singh... 

... 

... 

BUira.ath 

... 


EOO 

S5 





Carried 

over 

... 

CO,SOO 

1,4S5 
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No. 

NAMn. 

Ebtatt. 

Value nf 
INtnto 

annually. 

SiintKnetl 
Xo.i»r 
ri'lallvea 
of Chief, 
ra [Faille 
nflaeiring 
Ann.. 







J!.t. 






Itrouglit fomranl 

... 


l.iVf 

2S 

* Giinfro SinRii ... 

... 

... 

rntlchpoor 


UKU 

CO 

£0 

• Shore Slnish ... 


... 

ILampoon ... 


1,100 

ISO 

.10 

CliiittcrhsJ 


... 

Slengreo 

... 

lyw) 


SI 

niittim Stnirli ... 

... 

... 

Tiihtiwom 


£.000 

t>0 

S2 

* Jlunmiit Slniili 



3tncli.inro ... 


1,000 

SO 

.1.1 

* Jr-iwiint Sliigli 


... 

Sfnoklicra 


1^00 

4 

St 

Koonilcn Singh 

... 

... 

Nynrolca 

... 

noo 

EO 

SS 

• Oomrao Singh 

... 


Bajnry 


1,000 

40 

SO 

• Kesreo Singh ... 

... 


Moholiro 

... 

4.000 

£00 

37 

* Joraur Singh ... 

... 

... 

... ... ... ... 


400 

4 

33 




ninras ... 


400 

SO 


Total, 33 ailefh 

... 

Total 


80,CS0 

2,143 


Tho Chiefs hoforc whose names nn asterisk npx)cars signed the 
memoi'ial in favor of Muddun Fal. 


KnaowLiJE Agency, “1 (Sd.) G. II. SIonck SIasq.v, 

TheWthMayl^^Z, j FoUl. Agent, Kcroivlec, 









.Detailed List (if Chitjit ami other persona trho signed the (armorial in furor of the rlaims of Jiao ^fuddan Pal, 

refrrred ta in the i\rd paragraph of the lett'r ahoce. noted. 








Detailed List of Chiefs and other persons who signed the memorial in favor of the claims of Itao Jludtfun Dal, 
referred to in the 3rd paragraph of the letter above noted. — (Contiiiucil.) 
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Ivnlclii'rtHlUary wo trll>iit»\ 










(toritKl Stnch ». ^ . . IVV*. 


sr(Tr.?«ioN TO TJtr. >:r.r.o^vt.nj; rtMi.rsJin 



iO I MulVuin SiR;Ii 



Belatlcd iMl vf Chirfn and oaer penrjns ixho w/nei {he menwrial in fator of ihe chimt f 2lao Ifuadnn Fal, 
rf erred to in {ke Zrd j^ara^rafit, f tJ^e l^ter aVove noted,— (CcmiiTmaiL) 
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Sj/nqpsis of the Detailed List of Cliifs and other persons who signed the 
memorial in favor of the claims of Rao Mtiddun Dal. 

Tributary Chiefs (beads of families) ... "... 24 

S^latives of Chiefs ■who signed 8 

Near relatives of Eao Muddun Pal 7 

Servants of the Eerowlee Government 9 

Foreigners (Q'walior, Jeypoor, Dholepoor) ... 9 ' 

Heads of families (private hereditary Estates, not tributary) ... G 

Descendants of Chiefs, whose Estates have been confiscated for 
crime, &c. v 2 

TInkno'wn. ... ... ... ... ... ... 5 

Grand ■total of signatures ... 70 

(Sd.) G. H. JdoNCK Mason, 

poltl. Agent, Kerotolee. 


} 


Kbeowlbe Agehct, 
The Wih Mag 1853. 



yvrrr-s^sioN to Tnr. i;r.nowi,v.r. cinr.rsmr. 
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I.ht of ffr rtoff triluhr;/ Chtrfs in Kcrotricc, nhowing the 

rr.'j.rrtsre n<;<i acprr^ete aninuit ralue of their Jistatcs. 


\ 

No. ] 

1 

Namt. , 

i 

Xnmo of Kit.ilcs. 

Amount 
value in 
llupces. 

) 

1 i 

i 

Litdiintin Clnind ... 

Uinwrgurli 

12,000 

o ! 

- 1 

Sliasn I’.il ... 

IJ.notlu'ra 

10,000 

T * 

\ 

llcliarv'i' l\nl 

Itinviitla 

• 

3,000 

1 

't i 

\ 

IJ.urlionnath FinfjJi .. 

Durtlioon 

3,000 

! 

S.ilaniul 

Cliynpoor 

2,000 

G 

Ctunfr.i .Siitjjli 

FutU-lipoor 

1,050 

m 

1 

J 

Tlx’ fauiUy of 

Ihimuggur 

1,500 

S 

Ditto 

^Inchco 

1,500 

• 

n 

DiUo 

Tetwaie 

500 

n 


Aggregate annual value 

35,150 


Kr.nowi,i;n AoKNcy, "J (Sd) G- H. SFonck Masox, 

The lull May IHoil. J FoUl. Aycnl, Keroictre. 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 19. 

Extract, Agra Political Narrative (North-'Western Pronnccs), dated 31 st 

DccomLcr 1853. 

In the Lieutenant-Governor’s opinion, those who are 
Sovereign Princes in their own right, and of the Hindoo 
religion, have, hy Hindoo Law, a right to adopt to the 
exclusion of collateral heirs, or of the supposed reversion- 
ary right of the paramount jiower; the latter, in fact, in 
such cases having no real existence, except in the case 
of absolute want of licirs ; and even then the right was only 
assumed in virtue of power, for it would probably be 
more consistent with right were the people of the State 
so situated left to elect a Sovereign for themselves. 

In the case, therefore, of Hindoo Sovereign Princes, 
the Lieutenant-Governor considered that, in failure of heirs 
male of the body, a right to adopt to the exclusion of the 
collateral heirs existed, and that the British Government 
was bound to acknowledge such an adoption, provided that 
it be regular, and not in violation of Hindoo Law. 


ENCLOSURE NO. 20. 

Paragraph 2 of letter, No. 112, of 23rd June 1846, from Colonei. 
Sutherland, to Government. 

Bepehhing to the 3rd paragraph of your letter, I do . 
not see the least reason why a second adoption should not be 
had recourse to if the first child should die either before or 
after attaining his maturity ; and I do not understand by 
what process a Hajpoot Principality, with which we are only 
connected by Treaty, can ever escheat to the British Govern- 
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nuMit ; for tlioro imisf, in nil Iliijpool Principalilics, he 
jnunrrou*: rolln'i'ral lit’ir^; niul even if m'c liatl llic right 
f>r T «-h'iul«l cnjisiclor it very niidesiniblc that 

wo. .‘•hnnld hurlhen ourselves with such a .Slate as l^oontrur- 
poor if it eould he otherwise disposed of, for, under our 
sysl<*n» of admini'.t ration, i( eotihl never, in all probability, 
be made to pay its own expense. 


('< j<y nf n M'jn:*.. |.y !!(r- M/f.; XoMc lln* CJovernor General, — ((I,‘i(c<l 
till" l^Ifh Pcc.-ihImt 

.Sir. II. 3 j,\wi:i:n{i: has re])or(ed very fully on the 
question ref<Tr<‘d to liiin some lime ago relative to the rule 
and praelie(* observed in the .•ub>]»tion of bcir.-? to their 
.sovereignties by tlu* J’rinees of Kajpootana. 


•Sir II. J/nvrenee lias investigated this question with 
great care and lnh(»r, .and has furnislunl the Government 
with an able, lueid, and authoritative e.vposition of the l.aw 
and custom relating to adoption, as they have been ohsci'vcd 
time out of mind by the .sovereign J’rinces of Kajpootana. 

Sir ir. J^nwrcnce does not wish that his remarks and 
recommendations should he understood as applying to adop- 
tion in any other p.art of India but l\aj])ootana. 

It will 1)0 recollected that the late j\rahar.ajali of 
JCcrowlco declared, a few hours before his death, that lie 
had adopted a hoy, a distant relation, named Bhiirt Pal. 
On a reference made, the lion’ bio Court sanctioned a 
recognition of the adoiilion of Bhurt Pal. In the interim, 
however, doubts had arisen whether the adoption was a 
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valid one : and it had become apparent that the reigning 
family, the Chiefs, and the people of Kcrowlee, ohjected to 
the professed adoption of Bhnrt Pal, and desired to have, 
as Maharajah, Muddun Pal, as being a successor of maturer 
years and a nearer relative than Bhurt Pal. 

Upon this farther enquiry was directed, and the 
Eeport before me is the result. 

Sir H. Lawrence, applying in the 32nd paragraph 
of his Beport the principles he has expounded regarding 
adoption in Kajpootana, gives it as his decided opinion that 
Muddun Pal, as nearest of Idn, as accepted by the Banees, 
by the nine most influential Thakoors, by three-fourtbs of the 
lesser feudal Chiefs, and " as far as can be judged by the 
almost general feeling of the country,” should be recognized 
by the British Government as the Maharajah of Kcrowlee 
in the absence of any valid adoption by the late Maharajah 
Bursing Pal. 

Although the Hon’ble Court in their Despatch sanc- 
tioned the recognition, as Maharajah, of Bhurt Pal, by 
name, I apprehend that the Government of India will bo 
acting in conformity with the wishes of the Hon’ble Court, 
though it should now proceed to recognize Muddun Pal. 
The question referred to the Hon’ble Court was not a 
personal one between the two kinsmen, but one regarding 
the recognition of any adoption. The Hon’ble Court having 
determined that adoption shaB be permitted, the Governor 
General in Council will be fulfilling the intentions of the 
Hon’ble Court if he now permit the adoption and success- 
ion of Muddun Pal, who has been found to be the proper 
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successor since (lie nnnic of Uhurt Pal was first brought 
forward. 

The continuance of (he prc.cent unsettled state of 
the succes‘;ion is objectionable; and ns Sir IL I/iwrencc 
has now su|i|died (he fiovermnent with the means of 
forming a decision, T would at once instruct Sir 11. Lawrence 
to recognir.e and to instal !Muddun Pal at Kcrowlcc. 

It still remains to determine what arrangement shall be 
made for the Govcniment of the Paj. 

The Administration was placed in the hands of the 
llritisli Government in the time of the late Nursing Pal, 
who was a minor, ^luddun Pal being of years fit to 
govern, and apparently likely to secure the submission of 
the people, I certainly think the Government should be made 
over to him : a Political Agent is reeoraraended to be 
retained at Kcrowlcc. 

I think that proper guarantee for the repayment of the 
debt of Ilupces 0 1 ,000 due by Kcrowlee ought to be obtained 
before the Administration is made over to Muddun Pal; 
but I hesitate as to the expediency of maintaining a Political 
Agent there now, if (as I apprehend will be the ease) the 
oflicc will fall as an additional expense on the British 
Government when tlie Administration is no longer in his 
hands. 


(Sd.) Dalhousie. 
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Copy of n ^Uniito by tlie IIoN’ni.r, .T. Domx, — (dnlod Ibo 0(b January 

1S6J..) 

I A^t quite prepared to earry out the views expressed 
hy the !M!ost Ifolde the Governor Qenornl asloilio ICorowloo 
adoption in Iho !Minutc under consideration. 

(Sd.) .T. DoiiTN. 


Copy of n Minute by tbo IIoN’nu: CoT.oxnr. J. Low, o. n., conoan-rod in ’ 
by tbo IIon’iim' P. J. JlAM.inAY, — (dniod the 1U1» .Tnnnary ISS'l.,) 

WiTKiT I remember the slate of things which cxistcil 
at Iverowlee and its vicinity at tim time the Into llajali 
died, and for many weeks after that event, I havo groat 
reason to hcliovo, that, if tho adoption of Blmrt Pal had 
at once l)ccn sanctioned, tho measure wottld liavo heon a 
popular one, both in Kcrowlco and in tho nciglihouring 
States ; that general tranquillity woiild havo prevailed ; and 
that tho affairs of the I’rincipality, and especially so as 
regards tho Khalsa Jjauds, would havo continued to prosper 
under the able management of Lieutenant Monde .Mason. 

Put the CJiso is widely different now from Avhat it 
was in 1852; proofs havo heen obtained hy the emjuiries 
of Sir Henry Lawrence, and I think satisfactory ])roofs, 
that (even allowing for Iho difficulty to the family of tho 
late llajali, caused hy our orders then issued that tho Chiefs 
should not como to the Capital,) certain forms, and also 
the sanction of certain individuals, which arc, strictly sjieak- 
ing, I’cquircd for a legitimate adoption, wore omitted hy 
the late Kajah and his advisers; which omissions caused 
the adoption of Bhurt Pal to ho invalid according to the 
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rules by which such mailers arc generally judged in Raj- 
pool families. 

And whal, in ray opinion, is of greater importance, 
as conncclcd wilh Ihc course which ought to bo pursued 
by the paramount Slate at present, is this fact, viz., that 
^ruddun Pal, who, allhough a distant rclalive, is still some- 
what nearer of bin to the late Rajah than the other 
competitor, has now obtained the votes in his favor of such 
a very large proportion of the Chiefs and other men of 
high rank in the whole Principality, that there would 
(ftrtainly be great discontent among that influential class 
if Ilhurt Pal were now to be elevated to the position of 
Rajah ; not only would all those Chiefs, and some of tho 
principal Ranees also, feel hurt at their declared opinions 
being so disregarded after we had apparently consulted 
them in the matter, but, in tbis ease, those feelings of 
dissatisfaction would be much aggravated in the minds of 
the Chiefs from their knowing that, in the event of such 
a young boy as Rhurt Pal being selected, their country 
would, for many years to come, be under tho direct and 
sole management of an Ofliccr of a foreign Government ; 
and the last-mentioned prejudice which I attribute to the 
Chiefs of Kcrowlce docs not difler from the feelings which 
would exist, under similar circumstances, among tho nobility 
and other men of local influence in any country of the 
known world. 

• 

Moreover, Muddun Pal being a remarkably good- 
looking man, with pleasing manners, I have no doubt that 
there is now a sort of personal partiality for him on the 
part of the Chiefs as the Rajah of their own selection, 

z 
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which would add to their feeling of disgust if that selection 
should he disregarded by the British Government. 

When a Bajpoot Sovereign dies without leaving a son, 
and without there being any dispute in the family and 
among the principal Oliiefs respecting the proper person 
to succeed (whether from relationship or adoption), I 
consider the choice of a successor to bo so entirely an in- 
terior affair of the Native State, tliat we ought not to take 
any active part in tlie matter. According to the spirit of 
our Treaties, and according to the intentions of both the 
contracting parties when those Treaties were formed, it 
certainly is not our business to name successors to Bajpoot 
Principalities, except in cases where there are two or more 
competitors, which is precisely the case now at Kerowlee, 
and thus it becomes both our right and our duty to pass 
a decision in favor of one or other of those competitors. 

I entirely concur with Sir Henry Lawrence’s opinion, 
as expressed in. the following extract from tlio 27th para- 
graph of his Despatch now before me, dated the 17th of 
November last, viz . — “Tlie confirmation of the Suzerain 
is necessary in all cases; he is the arbitrator in all con- 
tested adoptions. He can set aside one or other for 
informality, irregularity, or for misconduct; but it does 
not appear by the rules or practices of any of the sovereign- 
ties, or by our own practice with the Istumrardars of Ajmere, 
that the paramount State can refuse confirmation to one or 
other claimant, and confiscate the Estate, however small.” 

Under all the circumstances above described or adverted 
to, I consider that Muddun Pal, as proposed by the 
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Governor General, should without farther delay he installed 
as Rajah of Kerowlee from being (as described by Sir 
Henry Lawrence) the adopted son of “the senior widow 
of Maharajah Pertah Pal.” I would he satisfied, however, 
with whatever security Muddun Pal may offer for the 
payment of the debt, as Jar as 7tis secw'ity need he taJcen 
into consideration ; hut I would openly inform him, through 
the Governor General’s Agent, that any breach of his 
promise for the regular payment of the required annual 
instalment, would render him liable to have one or more 
of his districts taken possession of for a time by the British 
Government, and managed exclusively by a British Officer, 
tiU the whole of the debt shall he liquidate. 

But I would not at present remove the British Agent 
from the Kerowlee Durbar ; my knowledge of the Kerowlee 
people and the reasons stated by Sir Henry Lawrence in 
the 27th paragraph of his Despatch of the 17th of November 
combine to convince me of the necessity of retaining the 
Political Agent for at least two years after the elevation of 
Muddun Pal ; and I would advocate that measure, even if 
the whole cost of the Agency should he charged to the 
British Government, because many of our own general 
purposes will he promoted by such a measure, while posi- 
tive and extensive goodwill he effected to a. large portion 
of the inhabitants of the Kerowlee Territories. I observe 
that the Most Noble the Governor General at present 
has some doubts as to the expediency of retaining the 
Political Agent if he is to he paid from the British Treasury, 
hut I trust that those doubts will soon he removed from 
Bis Lordship’s mind, and, at all events, I feel fully convinced 
that His Lordship will readily confirm the act if the 
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Hon’ble President of tTie Council ■will at once order tlie 
whole plan "to he carried into effect, including the retention 
of the British Agency at Kerowlee, the latter part of the 
plan being considered as a temporary measure, and the 
exact duration of the Agency being thus left for the 
future consideration and decision of Government. 

(Sd.) -J. Low. 

„ P. J. Hallidat. 


Copy of a Despatch* from the Hon^ble Court of Directors, — (No. 30, 
dated London, the 5th July 1854.'.) 

The communications noted in the margin relate to 

Foreign letter, dated dth FeUmaty KerOWlcB affairs. 

(No. 10^ 1854, panigrapliB 139 to 142. 

Foreign letter, dated 4tli Fcbmaiy 

(No. 12) 1834, entire. Before replying to these com- 

munications, we have again perused your Despatch of the 
7th of September 1852 and the papers which accompanied 
it. It seems to us that at that time both' your Local 
Officers and yourselves entertained and expressed the 
opinion that the circumstances attendant upon the adoption of 
Bhurt Pal by Nursing Pal, as fully reported by Lieutenant 
Monck Mason, were of a character to make that ceremony 
valid and effectual for all purposes, provided tliat the 
British Government consented to the political recognition 
of it. 

This was the ■view which we took in 1853, and acting 
upon that view, we, by our letter of the 20tli of January, 
not only directed that the State of Kerowlee should con- 
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tihuc under a Kativc ruler, but sanctioned specifically 
the succession of Bhurt Pal. 

Lieutenant IMason is still favorable to the pretensions 
of that boy, but all the other opinions contained in the 
papers accompanying your letter of the <tth of Pebruary 
1851 arc in favor of the claims of jMuddun Pal, a Chief of 
mature years. 

Sir lEcnry Lawrence, the present Agent of your 
Government iu llajpootana, ofiered his “recommendation 
that, as nearest of kin to Nursing Pal, and as accepted by 
the Ranees of Kcrowlcc and by all the nine most influen- 
tial Thakoors who, under a strictly Native regime) would 
probably be the electors ; also by more than three-fourths 
of the 38 feudal Chiefs who, in Lieutenant IMason’s opinion, 
arc alone entitled to vote in important State matters ; and 
as far as can be judged by the almost general feeling of 
the country ; ho (jMuddun Pal) be nominated by the Governor 
General in Council to the Raj of Kerowlee, and that 
IMaharanec ‘Warsookojee, the senior widow of Maharajah 
Pertab Pal, be permitted, according to the existing customs 
of the country, to adopt him as her son in succession to 
Nursing Pal.” 

Colonel Low now admits that “satisfactory proofs 
have been obtained that certain forms, and also the sanction 
of certain individuals, which are, strictly speaking, required 
for a legitimate adoption, were omitted by the late Rajah 
and his advisers, Avhich omissions caused the adoption 
of Bhurt Pal to be invalid according to the rules by which 
such matters are generaUy judged in Rajpoot families.” 
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And tlio Governor General says that Muddun Pal “ lias 
been found to ho the proper suecessor since the name of 
Bhurt Pal was first brought forward.” 

In consequence of this change of opinion, you, on the 
IGth of January 1854), directed Sir Henry Lawrence to “ at 
once recognize Muddun Pal as successor to the Kerowlee 
Chiefship, and take the necessary steps for his installation.” 

On this decision we must remark that you should have 
waited for our previous sanction : so far as wo had given an 
opinion, our opinion had been given in favor of Bhurt Pal, 
and there was no necessity for immediate action, as the 
people of Kerowlee would not have suffered by the con- 
tinuance of British management for a few months longer. 

We cannot help observing also that if you had, in 1852, 
intended only to ask whether Kerowlee was to be considered 
as a lapse to the paramount power or not, you would have 
done well to have put that question simply before us, 
without any mention of Bhurt Pal, and not have led us to 
sanction a course on your representations which eventually 
you have seen good reason to refrain from adopting. 

We hope that your previous opinion has not been made 
known at Kerowlee, otherwise we should regret exceed- 
ingly such an appearance of the want of sufficient con- 
sideration on the part of the Government. 

Muddun Pal being of mature years, you are doubtful 
of the necessity of retaining a Political Agent at his Court. 
Wo observe, however, that, in the opinion of Colonel Low, 
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the Agency should be maintained for at least t^vo years 
longer : yon will of course inform ns of the result of your 
deliberation on the subject. 

TIic Agent has very properly been directed to state to 
the new Rajah that the annual instalment of the debt due to 
your Government must be paid regularly, and that, in the 
event of failure, one or more of his districts will be attached 
until the debt is paid. 

Tlie measures taken against the rebellious Garrisons 
of Ootgurh and Ncrowlec were proper ; and wo are glad to 
observe that the object was in both cases attained without 
bloodshed. 
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Cojiy of n Irttrr from A. M.r.T, Chief Pecret.'ir 3 ' lo novcniment, Boinbn)’, to 
H. M. Ki.uot, I'Nq., Socrotury to Govorninont of India, — (Xo, 41-OS, dated 
(Jio “fli April ISIS.) 

I .\M (Hn'elod In Innismil. In you, for siibmiwion to the Right Ilon’blc 
the (lovornnr (loneral of India in Council, copy of a letter received this 
«lay, hy oxpn’.«s, fmm the Resident at Sattara, reporting the death, on the 
r»th instant, of Hi.-: llighncs.s the Rajah of that State. 


2. I am lihewise directed to transmit to you copy of .a Minute 
recorded hy the Ilon’lile Mr. Willoughl>y on rcceij)t of tlic above intelli- 
genre, anil to .-state that the proceedings wliicli may bo adopted by this 
(lovernment cnn.>-'e(pient on the death of IHgline.s.s the Rajali will be 
rejwrtod withoiit delay lo Ilis Lordship the Governor Genend in Council. 


!}. I arn directed on this occasion to forward copy of a letter from 

51 r. Frerc, the Resident .at Sattara, 
dated llie 21st ultimo, reporting the 
particulars of Ilis Highness's illness, 
together with copies of the documents 
noted in the margin, from which His 
Lordship in Council will learn the 
measures which were adopted bj' this 
Government, on receiving intelligence 
of the late Rajah’s serious illness, for 
preventing any disturbance in the 
Sattara Territorj' in the event of his death. 


]. eVpr of n loKor fmm 

Mnli.’ililc-Ioviir, rm tlio “;!ii4 iitiimo, lir 
llio lIon'Mo till' (iiiwrimr, lo tlio Ito- 
lulrnt nt Snlinm. 

2. Cojiy «if n toller nil<ln'5.'oil on 
tlio Mine day by llio Hoii'ble IhoOo- 
vemor, to ibo Jteinliem of llin Go- 
veniment in Hnmbny. 

3. Cojiy of n lellor nddro'Mit on 
(lie 2itli nllimo by tlio Civil Mom- 
bom of Ibo (■iivominoiit. In llin ]>x- 
eclloiicy the Cummnnder-in.Cbicf. 


Copy of a letter from the Hon’blc the Governor, to His E.vcELLEScr LreoiEyAXT 
Gcxrn.vii Sin Wiluiughbv Cottox, o, c. b., tbo Hox’ble L. K. Beid, and 
tbe nox’Bi.K J. P. Willoughby, — (dated tbo 22nd March 1848.) 

Tin: nccompanj’ing Despatch liaving been forwarded to mo by 
5rr. Frere, I liave tliought it .advisable, owing to my proximity to Sattara, 
to issue to him instructions, of whiclia copy is annexed. 

2 A 
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T). In n'ply to :m observation that lie had previously recovered 
from similar and more severe attacks, he said that “ the}' were quite 
^ . difierent, that they pain and disease,* 

*■' l,ut, (J,nt this was more; that neither 

he nor any of those who knew what he siin’ered doubted but that it 
was the ellVet of the magical arts of his enemies. Tins is not the 
tirst time,” he said, "that they have done so; 3 'ou know what they 
did lon^ apro, and that thc,v arc still unpunished for that crime.” This he 
said in allusion to the death of B.ajToo Baee, Ilis Highness’s favorite concu- 
bine, which, as Government is aware, is attributed to poison, administer- 
ed b_v W.nsdem, the Native Doctor, at the iiistig:ition of ISshwunt Bow 
Trimbuek, late Dewan, who has the reputation of being a proficient in 
the kindred and much-dreaded arts of in.^gic and poisoning. 

fi. I reminded Ilis Highness of the legal difficulties which 
opposed the earnest wish of the Government to enable him to bring the 
.accused in the c;»sc in question to trial ; and, in rcpl\',hc mcrclj' earnestly 
appealed to mo to prav Government to decide the case qnickl}', so that 
those who on trial might be found guiltj*, might no longer the 
impuniti' of their crime, cncounige evil-doers. 

7. "He then told me that this was the st.atc of Sivajee and 
Shaboo Maharaj ; that it w.as for the Government, who had so long upheld 
it, to take such steps as it saw fit to upheld it still and then, with still 
deeper feeling and in a more impressive manner, said that ho committed 
to the keeping of the British Resident Bulwuut Row Ihij Adn 3 ’a, the 
bo}* he had taken under his protection, and made the child put his 
hands in mine. 

S. Tlie room having been cleared of all but his most immediate 
and confidential attendants, the three Ranees entered, and Ilis Highness 
said he committed them to the keeping of the British Govenrment, to 
protect and provide for them. 

9. They were followed bj* the mother and sister of Bagoo B.’iee, 
whom His Highness commended to me as special objects of his regard, 
adding that the}' had no one, after he was gone, to protect them. 

10. The chief Ofilcers of His Highness’s household were then 
rc-admilted, and after s.'t^nng generally that he trusted them all to the 
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kindness and care of the I3ritisli Government, he specially pointed out 

, _ , _ . , the father^^ of the elder Itanec and 

• Tonnajeo Rajay Sirkay, , tj i rn • i. 

Appajee How rultunkur, Tannajee now 

Nandekur, the two fathers-in-Iaw of the Raj Adnya, the hoy above 

alluded to. 


11. I have stated the substance of Avhat Ilis Highness said at 
intervals between the paroxj’sms of pain, and interrupted not only by his 
owTi groans, but by the lamentations of those about him, which olten broke 
out with a clamorous expression of uncontrolled grief, into the painful 
details of which I need not enter, and which can be pictured to them* 
selves only by those who have heard and witnessed Natives giving vent 
to the first bursts of unchecked sorrow. 

1 2. Dr. ^lurra}’ had prescribed what he considered best adapted 
to relieve the pain from which the Rajah Buffered ; but Ills Highness’s 
usually firm mind seemed quite unhinged by the united efiects of physi- 
cal suffering and the firmly-rooted belief that he was laboring under the 
effects of sujiernatural agency j and he showed lesB willingncps to take 
the prescribed medicine than to trust to charms and the antimagical in- 
cantations of Rrahmins. 

1.3. Dr. ^furray considers His Highness’s present attack to be 
a neuralgic affection. Tiie severe illness he had, about three years and a 
half ago, commenced vei^' much in the same way, with acute rlicu- 
matism of the loins, which afterwards extended witli somewhat alarming 
symptoms to the chest. On the present occ-asion there arc no febrile 
svmptoins, which is so far favorable; but, on the other hand, his consti- 
tution is very much more broken, and would now give way to a nmcli 
siimllcr amount of disease than it would have done three or four years ago. 

I t. In reply to the many painful appeals which Hi'S Highness 
addres-^e*! to me j)er!=onally, I endeavoured to confine myself to general 
cxprcs/ions of the grounds of confidence which His Highness might 
find in his past exjicricncc and knowledge of the genermts manner in 
whii'h the Rritisli Government h.vl always Irciited even its cnornics, in 
his acquaintance with the personal character of so many of our rtriers, in 
his remembrance of his own unde^'iating loyalty to the Uritish Go- 
vernment, and in the a'-vurance that that Government would jmy rdl 
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tx'i jv>'t to tin' wi'.lii'c of r) fnitliriil an ally with regard to those 
who wore dear to i-r had horved him with iideliiy. 


/’. — While writin;: the above, Hi's lH"hnps« sent to heg mo to 
eoine to him a:r.iin a-; he fell won-c: on my going to him with 
IV. Mtitr.iy, hejirojK'ved to Milnnit to enj>|)ing, which was attended with 
eoji'iiler.dile n-lief of the jiainfnl syni]itotns. Itefiwe I left/ he sent all 
hi'- attendeut*-, with the e\ee|ition of the I'urnavee-:, out of the room, 
and l'e;;o^.<| t/i ^tate to (lovenimetit his hope that some gifts of jewels, 
o'idiijtij ve"—l'!, and other personal property, which lie had made and 
piirpo'-e'l to mahe to the ISaJ .Ailny.a and others, might, he respected. I 
a"-nred him that hi*; wi'-hes in this respivt would have every attention 
fri'tn (iovernnieiil, hot he^iji'd him to make sure that there might he no 
donht us to his intentions hy le.iving written particnlnn: of all such 
pft', which he proinisi'^l to do. 


t'ejiy of a lc!i/T from ihe llon'lile f lie Oovcnior of IJomhny, to JI. Ti. E. Fitnar, 
, lt< •■ah lit :i! y.-iJlar.i, — (iLntvd Mnlmldeslnvur, the i^ntl Mnrch 1818.) 

1 itl or.irr to learn from vour letter of veslcrday’s dale the .ahirinino’ 
illncjs of the Hajah of Sattani. 

2. In the event of hi« demise, it will bo proper that the adminis- 
tnition of the alTairs of the llaj should on as much ns jios.sible in the 
manner they are now eonduct«*d, and by the same Itlinisters, until the 
•Iccisioii of the (juvcrniucnl of India in the cjue.stion of succession may 
be received. 


!t. In the pre.«cnt state of things, and still more so should His 
llighni-ss’s illness lerniinate fatally, you will not fail to endeavour to 
draw all ]iarties towards you for counsel. 

■1. At such a crisis as the death of the R.njah would occasion, it will 
be advi.sablc also that you should addre.ss letters to the j.aghcerdars of 
the State, enjoining them to maintain good order iu their several 
dominions, .and injunctions of a similar kind will of com*sc be impress- 
ively laid by you tipon all Otliccrs of the State at Sattarn. 
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Copy of n. letter from the Members of Ibe Government of Bombay, to If is Excr.t- 
w;xcY LiEnTKXANT-GESEnAT, Sin WitnouDiiBY CoTToy, 0 . c. Coininnmb 
cr-in-Obief of tbo Arm}', Bombay,— (dated the 24tli afarcli ISIS.) 

We have the honor to inform j'onr Excellency that the Ilcsidcnt of 
Sattara has, in a letter dated the 21st Alarcli, informed ns of the very 
serious illness of His Highness the ILnjah of Sattara. The Hon’blo 
the Governor has confidentially informed Colonel Manson, Commanding 
the Poonah Division, of this circumstance and the possibility of the 
occurrence of a crisis at Sattara ; and we think it right to apprize your 
Excellency in case Military movements should be eventually necessary. 


Copy of a letter from the Besident at Sattara, to A. JIalkt, E.sq., Secretary to 
Government, — (No. 2G9, dated tbo 6th April ISdS.) 

It is with great regret that I liavc to announce the death of Ilis 
Highness the Rajah of Sattara at half-past one this aflcrnoon. 

With the exception of a general expression of grief on the part of 
his subjeets dt the death of His Highness, everything is perfectly quiet 
in the city. 

Pending the orders of Government regarding the succession, I have 
directed all Officers to report to the Residency, but to carry on their 
duties in precisely the same manner and through the same Agents as 
during His Highness’s life-time. 

I have directed similar letters to bo addressed to the gnaranloed 
jaghcerdars, and early to-morrow I hope to report, for the information of 
Government, all particuhars attending His Highness’s demise. 


Copy of a Minute by tbo Hon’ble Mb. Wii.LOUOinJY, — (dated the 7th April 1818.) 

I have received this report of the death of the R.ajnh of Sattara 
with deep concern and regret, enhanced by the report recently received 
from the Resident of the .able and enlightened manner in which he ruled 
his State and attended to the welfare of his subjects. 
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2. TIic Rcsitlciit lias not stated His Highness’s age. Tlie Gazette 
Rrtraord'mari/, wliiclij I imagine, it will be proper to issue, announcing His 
Highness’s demise, with the usual honors, had better be delayed until we 
hear from the Hon’ble the Governor, to whom this should be forwarded. 

3. It is fortunate that the Hon’ble the Governor is at Mahablesh- 
wiir to direct the Resident how to act under the emergency, and to 
suggest to the Board the arrangements which should be adopted for the 
future Government of the Sattara Territory pending reference to supe- 
rior .nithority. 

4. The death of His Highness should be reported to the Govern- 
ment of India by to-day’s Post, with an intimation that our proceeedings 
consequent thereon will bo reported without dclaj’. 


Copy of a letter from A- Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government of 
Bombay, to H. JL Elliot, Esq., Secretary to Government of India, Port 
IVillinni, — (No. G3-1478, dated the 8th April 1818.) 

Wmi reference to my letter of yesterday’s date. No. 41, I am 
directed by the Hon’ble the Governor in Council to transmit to rou, for 
submission to the Right Hon’ble the Governor General of India in Coun- 
cil, copy of a Proclamation issued this day by this Government, announc- 
ing the death of His Highness Shreemunt Mahar.aj Shahjee Rajey 
Chuttruputtee of Sattara. 


Proclamation, Political Department, — (dated Bombay Castle, the Sth April ISIS.) 

The Hon’blc the Governor in Council has with deep regret received 
intelligence from the Resident at Sattara of the death, on the 5th 
instant, of His Highness Shreemunt Maharaj Shahjee Rajey Chuttruputtee 
Sovereign of the Sattara State. 

2, It is hereby directed, as a mark of respect to the memory of 
the deceased, that the Pl.ng at the Castle be hoisted this day Half-]Mast- 
High and so continue until sunset; and that 46 Minute Guns, corre- 
sponding in number with the age of His Highness, be fired fi-om the 
Saluting Battery. 
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Copy of a IcUor from A. Mait.t, Esq., Clncf SocrofaTy to Govommont, "nomlinj*. 

to H. M. Elliot. Esq., Sccrelary to Govcmiiicnt of Iiuli.'t, — (Xo. 70-lC0>, 

dated tlic lOtli April ISIS.) 

Ix contimiation of my letter, tinted the 7lli instant, reportinf; tlic 
de.atli of His Highne-ss the Bajah of Satt.nra, I am direetod to transmit, 
to yon, for submission to the Right llon’hle the Governor General of 
India in Conneil, copies of three further letters from ;^^r. Frore, the 
R<»ident at. Sattara, dated the 3rd, 6th, and 7lh instant, on the affairs 
of His late Highness. 

S. In the first, of these commnnieations ^fr. Frero has reporteil 
the particulars of two interviews which took place between himself and 
the Rajah on the 1st and 3rd instant, on which oec.asions His Highness 
expressed a hope that Government would s.anetion a hnnd.«ome provision 
from the Sattara revenues for the support of the orphan boy he lately 
took under his protection, and that His Highness would be permitted 
to adopt a son to succeed him in the Sattara R.aj. 

3. In his letter of the 6th instant Mr. Prere has reported the 
parlicnlars attending His Highness’s death, and st.atcs that a few hours 
before his demise His Highness, in the presence of Dr. ^furray, Civil 
Surgeon at Sattara, adopted, as his son, a lad, named Venkut Row, of 
'the house of Shedgaum, which traces its origin through Vittojee, the 
son of Kdlojee, the great-grandfather of Sivajec. 

4. 'VFith his letter dated the 7th inshant Mr. Prere has submitted 
copies and translations of several memoranda, which, at the dictation of 
the Rajah, were dravni up seversd d.ays before his demise. In these 
memoranda His Highness has skated his wishes in regard to the disposi- 
tion of his private property, the provision to be made to his widows, 
dependants, and the orphan boy taken under his protection, and ex- 
presssed a hope that the lad adopted by him would be recognized by 
Government as his successor in the Sattara Raj. 

5. Copy of a ^linute recorded on the 11th instant bj' the Hon’ble 
the Governor, concurred in by the Hon’ble Air. "Vniloughby upon ^fr. 
Prere’s letters of the 6th and 7th instant, and of four Despatches on 
the aflsurs of Sattara (inclusive of the above subjects), addressed b}* this 
Government to the Hon’ble the Court of Directors on the 13th .and 
15th instant, accompanj^ this letter. 
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Copy of n Icftoi* fram ]I. T]. H. ViirnK, Ksq.. Resident nt StiHani, to the Socrctniy 
in nttcinlnncc on flic IIon’l)ln tlic Gorcnior nfc i[iihnblosliwur, — (No. 27-159, 
dated tlic 3itl April ISIS.) 

I ii.wi: the honor to for\v.nr<l/ for the information of Government, 
a memoraiulnm of wliat passed at an interview with His Hio;hness the 
itajali of Satlara on Saturday, when he sent to ask me to see him in the 
morning;. 


2, I had ox])eelod that he would revert to the subject of the Kaj 
Adnya’s allowanees, hut, since his serious nttaek on the 21st ultimo, Hjs 
Highness had seemed rather to avoid touehing on tlic other subjects he 
brought forward on tlie present occasion. 

3. He had left the ground near the Residency, where he had 
pitched for change of air, and returned to the Palace on Thnreday 
night, the 3(lth ultimo. He appeared to have found the fatigue of 
moving greater than he had expected, complained of great weakness and 
of getting no rest at night, and altogether was in very low spirits about 
himself, and told me that his feelings during the night had convinced 
him it was impo.«sibIu to hope lie would be able to reach tlie hills and see 
the Hon’ble the Governor, and that he had, therefore, determined to bring 
forward what ho wislied to say at once before he got any weaker. 

i. I trust my proceedings as detailed in the memorandum may be 
approved by Government, and would beg tJiat it may be borne in mind 
that His Highness is physicallj' in no condition to maintain a long 
argument. When I believed His Highness encouraged hopes which 
might, I feared, be disappointed, I stated my own views as fully and 
forcibly as I could : he listened patiently and seemed to do full justice 
to my motives in stating what I knew would be unpalatable ; but even 
the exertion of listening wearied him greatly, and anj'thing like dis- 
cussion of the dilTercnt points raised was out of his power. With regard 
to the question of adoption, he seemed content with my saj'ing that 
I was quite unable to give any pledge as to the ultimate decision of 
Government, and could only assure him that it would be governed by 
what thej"^ considered just and right and for the good of his people. 

5. Ycsterd.a}’ he sent to ask me to see him early this morning, 
when His Highness had several Yads read, which had been drawn up in 

2 B 
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conformily with the nu'niornnduin he hml matlc on Satnnlny, On my 
pointin" out. instanees in which 1 was donhlfnl whether his wishes 
could he complied with, he told me he was rcadinii^ them, not, with the 
view of j^ottiu" my opinion ns Ilosidcnt,, hnt to nslc mo ns his ]wrsonnl 
friend whether what he had asked wore unhceoming’ or needed further 
arg;mncnt or explanation to onforee it, .which' in no ease appeared to mo 
to ho the case. 

0. None of the memoranda said anything' nho»d the Kaj Adnya’s 
“ Nemnook and when they were finished, he said ho had determined not 
to UTitc on that, suhjoct., hut to ask me to obtain fi-om Government their 
sanction to a life pension, leaving him power to give the hoy such Stale 
oflice ns ho pleased, to he enjoyed during the sovereign's pleasure. 

7. T pointed out that it was impossihle to re-open the subject 
unless Ills Highness would mention the speeillc sum he wished to 
grant', and that I had already rcpe.itedly expressed my belief of the 
inutility of his expecting the approbation of the British Government; 
to the grant of anything approaching any of the sums he had ever 
named. 

S. He then said ho had originally applied for a Neinnook of 
Bupces 1,27,000, aiid that ho trustetl the British Government would not 
consider a life pension of llupecs 00,000 excessive, and begged I would 
submit his request on the subject to Government. 

9. I told His Highness I could not hold out any hope that this 
would be considered a “ moderate ” and “ suitable ” i)rovision, but the 
eflcct of what I urged only showed mo the truth of the character given 
His Highness by one of my predecessors, " that, while few men wore 
more amenable to sound advice before his opinion was made up, when 
once formed, ho wsis remarkably tenacious of it." 

^lEMORANDTJj^r. 

Visited Ilis Highness at the new Palace about 8 A. jr. He had passed 
a restless night, and was looking more worn than when I last saw him 
on Thursday evening : the Native Agent and the Furnavccs worn the 
only persons present. 



Al'PKNIHX. 


XI 


After (.nlliitifr ‘■imte liini’ altoiit l!is llijjliiics‘;*s lienlfli, on my expross- 
in;; a hnjv' tliat lu* wonlil soon feel hiin-^elf equal to undertake a journey 
to Ma1iaMe>;lnvnr, he said, *' 1 shall not he aide to fjo to ^lahahleshwnr 
thi-- year; 1 have no striMiotli left and on my pointiufjout that he would 
pTMhahly rvvover hi-‘streuolh in the cool climate, which always suited him, 
and Miir;r'*'=tit»}r ways in whielj the falii;ue mi,;;ht he lessened, he said with 
;;ri‘at thliheration nt>d emjilia'.'is, “I have no strength for the slightest 
lAorlion, and I do not feel that I shall over gain any strength and 
tiolhiiig I couM say seemed to sliakc (his conviction. His Highness then 
nd\ert**d to (he ea^e of the " Haj Aduya," the little hoy whom he had 
taken under his pniteetion, and asketl me to give my advice as to what he 
had hest do. 


1 then reminded him of the adviee he had received from the Ilon’hlc 
the (Sdvenmr in Oetoher last, and repeated what 1 had myself frequently 
urged on His Highnc'S hefore, that he was not taking the best course 
for the hoy's happiness hy entertaining a wish to secure to him an allow- 
atiee at all appro.aching tlie amotmt originally contemplated hy His High- 
ness, and which, he knew, tiu! llritish Government reg-arded as excessive. 
1 took the “ Ynds ” His Highness had prepared, containing the particulars 
of the all<iwane»'s he formerly proposed to assign to the boy, and pointed 
o«d that, of all the large smns therein enumerated, the items which could 
in any way coJitrihute to the personal hai)pincss of the boy, his wives, 
and their relatives come short of Ilupccs 25,000 ; that the rest were mere 
show, elcjihant.s. Sowars, Scohundees, See., the charge of which was in 
itself a source of trouble and anxiety, and could only serve to render the 
hoj- an ohjeel of envy: that if he wished again to bring forward the 
sulycct, my :idviee was tluit. he should revise the jtcius which made up 
this Iluj)ees 2 1,000 odd liuudred, strike out many items (such as allow- 
:iuces to llhuts, Josees, Oopadias, Sec.) which could in no way contribute 
to the hoy’s happiness, :md the hahmee would form a “Nemuook” which 
Governineut might consider as coming within the definition of a “suitable 


•* rf'?' Mr. Secretary Currie’s letter, 
Governor GenemVs Cnmj), Nni'i-uta, 
12lli November 1810, No. 2313." 


provision “ and concur in the propriety 
of Ilis Highness conferring it on the 
hoy, who would then be in little danger 
of losing it during liis good behaviour. 


Ilis Highness observed, that, as far as the hoy’s personal wants were 
concerned, a very small " Nemnook ” would sufllce, but that his object 
was to give him rank and consideration. 
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1 replied, Uiat Ills II ijjlnicss’s object was’ the boy’s liaj)jniiess, and 
asked whether Ilis Ilijrhncss did not ieel that happiness was rjuitc inde- 
pendent of Bueh pageantry ? lie did not seem fully to concur in this, 
and asked “what, was the boy the better fur his favour if he liad merely 
his own personal wants provided for?” I then said, that, if that continued 
to be His Iliglmess’s feeling, ho would alwaj's Ijave the power to give the 
boy any emi)l6yment he thougiit fit, and to j)laeo him in command of 
any number of his Sowai-s, &c., he pleased. 

His IlighnesB answered Ijy asking how he could feel assured of their 
being continued to the boy after his own deatli ? Notliing, he said, was 
secure, but what was guaranteed by the Ilritisli Government. 

I said, it was vain to hope that the llritish Government would ever 
guarantee anytliing of the sort ; that I should only be deceiving him 
were I to offer to submit to Government more than a moderate and 
reasonable provision to the boy himself; that anything beyond this 
he might bestow, as he pleased, during his own life-time, but that for 
its continuance afterwards he must trust to what those wJjo might tlien 
have the management of affairs might consider just and reasonable: and 
I inskmced several cases which might easily occur in which tlie em- 
barnassment to all parties of any such guarantee was so obviously pro- 
bable, that it was impossible to expect any Government, however 
inclined to meet His Higlmcss’s wishes, would ever accord its sanction to 
the terms he sought for. 

Ills Highness seemed deeply mortified by finding, after much 
discussion, that I continued of this opinion, and at length turned from 
the subject with an intimation that he wished to say something of more 
pressing moment. 

He then made the Furnavees bring forward several kincob and 
other bundles, which had apparently been taken out of different chests 
and despatch boxes lying before him, and ■which, he told me, contained 
the Sunnuds, &c., relating to the grant by the Delhi Hmperors of the 
Sirdeshmookee and other “Wiittuns and royal rights ; “there was no 
necessity for opening them now ; he merely wished to tell me they were 
there, and I was probably generally acquainted with their contents.” 
Ho then told the Furnavees to take out the original Treaty of IblO, 
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wliioli III' iimli* liiiii n'nil, s-loppinir now aiul then fo explain the words 
wldi'li inijdiitl or liail any coniu-rtion witli tlio perpetual snecession of 
M>vvn’i}ni J'ower in liis lionn*; and, in like manner, lie dwelt on the full 
mennini; of tliat p.ir* of t lie Treaty of lS:5t> wliieli ratified all parts of 
till' ]ire\ioii>: Treaty of HlH not sptvitieally therein rcseindcd. 

He then Kiiil that he had hoped to have heen aide to meet the 
Hon'Me the (loveriior at Maliahle>liivitr, ami there to have asked his 
adviivav to the iMUi>e he .••houlil pursue, hut that he felt he could not hope 
to do M» now ; that he trifiti'il that the same motives which had originally 
indmvd the Hriti-h Government to maintain the throne of Sivajec and 
i>hahof) would now indiiee them to consent to let him coutimic the 
MUHv'v-ion in the usual manner hy adoption ; and that he had, in despair 
of hi inir aide personally to lay lii< nHnu'-'t hefore the Governor, written 
a Yad, wliieh die hegoed me to convey without delay to the Governor; 
that he had always hii’U fidd, and always acted on the .nssunmee, that 
the pre-emv of the Hriti-h Hesideut was as though the sovereign were 
thetx* in ix-rseii ; that he did not feel zissnre«l for a day what would 
happen to him. and he therefoa* Irustiil that I would sanction or obtain 
the (iovetiior’s sanetion to his adoption, when he could set about the 
neees'jiry pn’paratious without loss of time. 

1 remindiM him that though the guarantee of the Hritish Resident, 
for matters within the limits of his jnnvcrs was as valid as that, of the 
(lovenimont he ivj’ri'sented, that those powers were limited and did not 
extend to Kim-tioning his adoption ; that 1 would convey any rcijnest he 
might have to make with all possible speed, hut that I doubted whether 
the Government of Ilombay or even that, of India would foci competent 
to give an answer without jirevious roferouce to the Ilon’hle Court of 
Din-etors, with whom, as Sovereign of India, rested the final decision of 
such questions. 

lie asked how long such a reference would bake? On ni}- naming 
three months .as the shortest possible period in which an .answer could be 
expected, he s.aid he had little hope of lasting so long, hut that he must 
trust to the generosity of Govermneut. 

He then had the Y’ad read and asked for sanction to adopt in 
general terms, and this circumstance, coupled with the way in which he 
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had turned from the subject of the "Eaj Adnj^a’s" allowances^ revived 
in my miud an impression that, in the event of his getting a general 
permission to adopt, he contemplated adopting the " Kaj Adnya.” 

In spealdng some time ago of what might happen after his death. 
His Highness had observed that “he would never meet any one so much 
to his satisfaction as the hoy in question whereupon I bad taken the 
opportunity to point out how impossible it was that a boy so situated, 
a foundling and a stranger, out of whose dish His Highness could not 
eat, should ever be recognized as a fit person to succeed His TTiVTin p gg on 
the throne of Sivajee. 

On the present occasion His Highness appeared to perceive that 
I was thinking of that convemation, and therefore said that, "if he got 
permission to adopt, he would select some one of the family of Bhons- 
lay, not of the family of Kolapoor, because they had allied themselves 
with Scindiah, and otherwise contaminated the pure blood of the Bhons- 
lays and mixed themselves up with families of low rank and . bad 
character j besides which the Kolapoor children were both married and 
no adoption could take place after marriage; nor, he said, would lie 
adopt any of the family who had been at Benares with the Ex-Rajah, nor 
any member of the Wawee house, because, were any of them to succeed 
him, there would never be any peace at Sattara for any of his own 
family or adherents ; that there were seven other houses, the BhonsIa3's 
of Moonghy,,Kauwut, Initee, Oodlmt, Shedgaon, Kullus, and Tanjore; 
from one or other of these families he would select a successor after 
due enquiry as to the purity of blood, the qualities of the child, and the 
prognostics derivable from his horoscope. 

He said, he would add to the Yad a few words expressive of his 
wishes in this respect, and there were many other things regarding 
which he would leave memoranda of his last wishes, lest I should forget 
them ; and he proceeded to mention them to the Furnees, desiring him 
to make a note of each. The principal points which I gathered were, 
that the Ex-Rajah’s supposed adoption of a son at Benares should 
on no account be recognized; that any gifts he might specify in a 
Yad of his own personal property might be respected; that certain 
persons he would enumerate might be continued in emploj’ment ; and 
that if they did not manage satisfactorily, that the Resident should 
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himself assume the direction of affairs and guardianship of the State ; 
that neither Ballajce Punt Nathoo nor Eshmint Eao Poujdar should, 
under any circumstances, be employed, the former on account of the ill 
will he had evinced to various members of His Highnesses family, the 
latter for his many crimes ; that Eshwnnb Rao and all his accomplices 
in the miu'der of Bhagoo Baee should be tried by the Resident, and, 
pending such trial, not to be allowed to go at large. 

He then said that it would probably take a long time to get an 
answer to his Yad regarding the adoption ; that, should he in the mean 
time feel bis end approaching, he would be compelled to adopt, leaving 
the recognition of the adoption to the generosity of Government. 

I replied, that His Highness had, when first taken ill, fancied him- 
self much worse than he really was, and I trusted he would yet recover j 
and that I need not tell him that the British Government would be but 
ill pleased, to find he had taken such a step without any real urgent 
necessity and without awaiting their reply. 

He said, there was no danger of his again being unnecessarily 
alarmed, but that he felt his life hung now on a thread. 

He then reverted to the conversation regarding the Eaj'Adnya's 
allowances, and said he would uTite a Yad on that subject also, proposing 
a reduced allowauce. I said. His Highuess well knew my anxiety to 
further his wishes in any wa\', but I must repeat my conviction that it 
was useless to make any fresh proposal unless His Highness could con- 
cur in the views I had expressed of what I conceived the Government 
might allow to be moderate and reasonable. His Highness replied, that, 
even if what he proposed were Rupees 10,000 beyond what I might 
have advised him, he trusted I would recommend it for his sake. 

The interview, of which the above is a sketch, lasted fully three 
hours, and at the conclusion His Highness was so exhausted as to be 
hardly able to give me the “ utter," S:c., on my taking my leave. 
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Copy of a letter from tlio Resident at Sattnra, to II. E. Gowsjnv, Esq., Secretary 
in attcndimco on tbo Hon'blo tbo Governor, Mabnblcsbwur, — (Ho. 31 - 171 , 
dated tbc 6tb April 1848 .) 

In continuation of my letter. No. 27, of the 3rd instant, I have the 
honor to state, for the information of Government, the following 
particulars regarding the death of His Highness Shahjee, Eajah of Sattara, 
having yesterday communicated the simjde faet of his decease, hy Express, 
to Government: — 

2. When I left His Highness on the 3rd, he had begged me, as 
stated in my letter above referred to, personally to inform the Hon’blo 
the Governor of the state of his health, of the impossibility of his 
making his usual visit to Mahableshwur and thereby availing himself 
of the Hon’ble the Governor’s advice ivith regard to the future; to 
explain as far as I could personally what might require explanation ; and 
to let him know what hope there was of an immediate answer to any 
of the Yads which he would send me. , 

3. After I had written that lettei', he sent a message to say that 
Monday was an unlucky day to. sign the Yads, and lie would defer doing 
so till Wednesday. I sent a reply that I would also defer my departure 
till Wednesday if he wished, but he sent to beg I would not do so, 
and ultimately he signed the Yads Cvide my letter. No. , of this day’s 
date) that evening. 

4. I had no bulletin of his health oh the 4th ; on the 5 th I was 
engaged in translating some of the' documents I had brought up, when 
T received a note from the Furnavees, dated 6 a. m. that morning. 

Vide paragraphs 18 and 19 of the ' 

Uemorandnm enclosed in the Ucsi- ness had remained in the same state as 
deufs letter, No. 27, ofthe 3rd instant, j Monday, up to 12 

o’clock at night, when he felt obstruction in his throat, and had since 
continued to get worse ; that " His -Highness had already told the Re- 
sident that, if he felt his life were despaired of, he must adopt a son,” beg- 
ging me to tell the Governor " the state of things here with the ^ utmost 
submission,’ and procured his consent to the Bajah’s adopting an heir.” 

5. This was followed within a few minutes by another Express, 
with two notes from the Furnavees and Native Agent, dated 9 A. M., 



Ari'i:.\iiix. 


XVII 


slatiii" Hint- llis Ilijjlini'F-; wns worst*, In’s lircatliinj more (lifliciilt, aiul 
that, (Iioti;;]i In* was (.(ill aide to talk initl laid (Iiii full iisu of Iii.s mental 
powers, lie was iinaMe lo raise his head ; nrfjin;? my immediate rcliirn, 
ns there' was no hope of his life heyoiid tlie evenin'^. 'J’ho J''iirneo.s 
added — “ As it. is iin]iossih1e to ho sure thiil His IHfrhne.ss will last (ill the 
Jie.'ident enines, His Hi<;hnc.ss ha.s formally declared his purpose* of 
adojitin^ a sun." 

fi. Havins; eoininunioated (he purport of (heirnotc.sto the Hon’ldo 
(he (jovernor, 1 set out. on in}' return to Sattnra, hiil was met on the 
road hy a note from Dr. i^Iurray, informinp' me that all was over. His 
Hi"hn hnvin*' eN]iired at ahout half-past one. 

7. For what past dnrin}» the last hours of His Highness’s life 
I must refer to (he enclosed Memorandum from Dr. IMnrray, which is 
so full as to leave me nothing to add, from the tc.stimony of other p.irlics 
present, heyond a statemeiil of the deep anxiety which His Highness 
showed that Dr. Murray should not Umvc him for an instant. To the very 
last His Highnc'S expro.s.-ed distre.<s if he lost sight of him for a mo- 
ment, and said that "he felt at en.«o ns long ns the Saheh was by him." 

S. I (rust the Government will approve of Dr. Murr-aj-’s conduet 
under uncxjieetcd circumstanecs of very considerable embarrassment. 

0. It was after dark when I reached the Palnee ; a v.ast crowd had 
assembled in the square in front of it, and the whole of His Highness's 
retinue was assembled as for a State procession. I w.as received by 
Itfamma Sahib Scnapultec, His Highness's mntern.al uncle, one of the 
oldc.«t and most respected of his Sirdars, who led me to the gatewa}', 
where (ho corpse was placed in a sitting posture, dressed as in Durbar, 
and prepared to bo carried forth. 

10. After the first clamorous expression of grief was somewhat 
calmed, the bo}’ who had been adopted wns brought forward. 


• Tho rxprcsiiion “SunJailp Soroon Towoln," meaning tlint "lie lind thro^vn Ibo 
linniirui of water,” with certain ccronionica wliicli form tho most soiomn modo of 
declaring a acttled purpose, might with very slight ohango bo taken in tho more com- 
mon meaning of "Sunknlp” for "liad giron np tho piirpoao." 

2 0 
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IG. TIjo liuly was silling, wrapped in shawls, between the two 
younger Ranees, close to llic wall, and seemed quite to understand 
all I said, hnt it was repeated in her car, in the usual wa}', by her 
Dewan. In so doing I observed he omitted or altered every expression 
which imjdied any donU as to the reeognition of the adoption; and 
jiainful as it was, I considered it, tahing all circumstances into con- 
sideration, the less cruel course to recapitulate, and caused to be 
explained to the Ranees very distinctly the reasons which made it 
iiniiossible for me to recognize the act, or to pledge inj’self to the decision 
of Government on the subject: I added an assurance of the wish of 
Government to maintain undiminished all the respect and consideration 
they had personally enjoyed during the Rajah's life-time, and pra 3 *cd 
them to attend to his dying injunction, to rcl}'' in all things on the 
Rritish Government, and in cvcr^'lliing to communicate unreservedly 
with the Resident. 

17. Roth the elder Ratico and the other parties present seemed to 
understand inj' motives for being so explicit, and perfectly to compre- 
hend the position in which the question rested ; and in a few minutes 
we took our leave and followed the procession, which had proceeded to 
the Krisna, amidst the lamentations of the crowds of towns-pcople 
which line the ro.ad. 

1 S. Expresses were immediatclj’^ dispatched to the Officer Command- 
ing at Poona and the Jlagistratcs of all bordering Zillahs, announcing the 
death of the Ibijah, and I have addressed similar communications to the 
guaranteed jagheerdars and to all those of His Highness’s Local Officers 
who have been in the habit of receiving their orders direct from the 
Hoozoor, stating mcrel}' the misfortune which had befallen the State 
in the death of the Rajah ; that, pending the receipt of ordei’s from 
Government, all woidd bo conducted by the Resident in precisel 3 ’ the 
same maimer .and b 3 ' the same p.artics as in the R.ajaii's life-time, and 
informing them that the British Government looked to them for the 
maintenance of order within their respective jurisdictions. 

19. Tlic lad adopted b 3 ' the Rajah is of the house of Shedgaon, 
which traces its origin through Wittojeo, the son of Kcllojce, the great- 
grandfather of Sidujee; his father and grandfather were both in 
the service of the Rajah. Up to an hour or two before the adoption 
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there appears to have been no thought of selecting this hoy. The pre- 
vious evening the Rajah, though full}' convinced that his days were num- 
bered, appears to have had no idea of any very immediate danger; he 
gave orders to have the drafts of Yads he contemplated writing got 
ready for his consideration next morning, and had sent in various 
directions to have different children of the various houses of Bhonslay 
brought to him, in order that he might select one for adoption. His 
illness during the night seems to have convinced him that no time was 
to be lost, and the lad in question was sent for. So unexpected was the 
summons, that a considerable time elapsed before he was found and his 
horoscope produced ; the Rajah desired the Josecs to confine enquiries to 
the three points of the bo}'’s (xipacity for rule, his prospect of long life, and 
of haying .t family; and the result being favourable, his grandfather, in 
the father’s absence, made him over to the Rajah, and he was adopted in 
the manner rebated by Dr. IMurray. 

20. It onl}' remains for mo to add that everything seems perfectly 
quiet, and the Officers of the Durbar and the people generally seem quite 
convinced that their only course is to await in patience the pleasure of 
the British Government. 

21. I omitted to mention in the proper place that immediately 
on His Highness’s decease Dr. Murray wrote to ^fajor James, Com- 
manding at Sattara, to suggest that double Sentries of His Highness’s 
Regiment should be placed throughout the town, and that all public 
Offices and Ti'casurics should be locked up and jdaced under Sentries, 
which was done. 

22. Every mark of respect due to His Highness’s memory was 
shown by Major James’s order; the firing of Alinnto Guns (47), corre- 
sponding with His Highness’s age, being unavoidably postponed until 
sunrise. 


•P. S . — ^When taken ill in the morning, among other expedients 
resorted to in the hope of prolonging His Highness’s life, the Brahmins 
suggested the gift in charity of His Highness’s weight in silver. As he 
was too weak to submit to the ordinary process. Rupees 15,000 were 
taken ns the probable weight and given by His Highness. 
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TIic coromoHj- of ndoption was announced by a Royal salute from 
I Us Highness’s Artillery about noon^ an hour and a half before His 
Highness’s death. 


Mcmonuulum rcferreil lo in foregoing letter. 

A MTTi.i: after S o’clock this morning I received a message from 
the Rajah that he wished to see me at the PfiLacc .as soon as 2 )ossihlc ; 
I set out without loss of time, and on the road I met a second messenger, 
who stated that His Highness was very ill and was ver}* anxious for 
my arrival. 

On reaching the P.alace I was informed by the Fnrnccs, who met me 
at the outer gate, th.at His Highness had been taken very ill in the 
night, and that he had become much worse since morning. On entering 
the apartment where he was laying, I was much shocked at the great 
change which had taken place in his ap]>earancc since I last saw him 
six days ago ; he was exceedingly weak, liis breathing embarrassed, 
and his countenance collapsed, and indicating approaching dissolution ; 
he w.as, however, perfectly sensible, although he spoke with difficulty. 

In answer to his anxious enquin’ as to what I thought of his state, 

I said that I was exceedingly sorry to sec him so very ill, but that he 
had recovered from two or three previous alarming attacks of illness, 
and that I hoped he might yet be spared to his family and subjects ; 
he shook his head and said, “ No, I >vill never recover from this.” 

In the course of the next hour ho rallied somewhat, and about 

I I o’clock he seemed disposed to sleep. 

Having retired into an adjoining apartment for a few minutes. His 
Highness sent the Furnces to call me, stating that he had something 
Avhich he wished particularly to communic.'ite : having gone in, I 
observed that a change for the worse had taken place during the short 
time I had been absent. In the course of a few minutes His Highness, 
having had himself raised in bed with some difficulty, and having ordered 
every one out of the room, with the exception of the Furnecs and Rao 
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Sal»U)j tlosiivil tl»o fovmor to bring tbe copioa of two Yaila givon to 
^Iv. Proro l.wo tlaya ngo, anti to reatl them over to me; they were 
proilncetl aeeovtlingly anti ivad hy llao Sahih. Ilis llighnesa now oalled 
me close to him ami said that the eonlingeney adverted to in the Vad 
(pointing to it.) had now arrived, and that, he was ahont, t,o adopt, a son ; 
that ho had an honr or l,wo ago sent for the hoy whom lie had selected, 
who was now present in the palace, and that, he wished the adoption t,o 
taho place, hefore me. 

This annonneemeni l,oolc mo hy snrprir.e, as I had not received the 
slightest hint of it hefore j I said that I hoped Ilia Highness would 
cxcnse my talcing t,he lihert.y of urging the advisnhility of post.poning 
this ceremony till htr. Prere’s arrival ; that, the formal adoption of a son 
appeared to me to hen matter of too great impovtanee to he performed 
during the llesident’a ahsence j that he was sure to he hem early in the 
evening, and that I earnestly hoped Ilis Highness would posf.pono carry- 
ing out. his intention till t.hen. Ti> this he replied, l,ha(i ho felt quil,o 
eonvineed he would not live till the evening, and t.hat what, was to he 
done must ho done now, I t.hen hegged him to delay for an honr or 
t.wo, and that, if after t.hat interval he should appear to he gel, ting wome, 
the ceremony could then ho performed, hut he shook his head and said 
that no time was to ho lost,. 

Pinding that I could not. prevail with him, I took t.ho Purnees and 
lino Sahih aside, and after explaining the reasons which made me so 
exceedingly anxious that no adoption should take jdace tmlil t.ho 
llesideut’s arrival, I hegged them sepamtely to urge the ])oint. u)ion His 
Highness onee more, and to endeavour to prevail upon him to consent 
to t,he postponement of t,ho measure; this thcj' at once did, hut, wit,h the 
same wmt of success as myself. 

It heiug now evident that further resistance was hopeless, I apolo- 
gized to His Highness for the importunity with which 1 had urged this 
point., and trusted that, he would not consider that 3 had heen presmu])- 
tuous or disrespectful towards him in having thus veu I, ured t o obtrude my 
opinion and wishes in a matter which was quite beyond my sphere of 
duly, and which was so intimately connected with His Highness’s 
domeslie arrangements. To this ho replied with his usual kindliness of 
manner; — "No, yo\i have done quite right,; you have done your dut.y,” 
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His IHi^lnicss now pul. a pen and paper in m}* hand and desired 
me lo write the exact words he was about to dictate. I suggested it 
would he better that Kao Sahib should write the words in Mahratta; 
hut he replied that ho wished me to write in linglish, as be spoke in 
Mahnitta : he then spoke slowly but distinctly as follows: — 

“ I have not the slighest hope of living till the Resident’s arrival ; 
I theri'fore now adopt this hoj* (calling the boy into the room), AVenkut 
Row, sou of Amboojee Rhouslay, Shcrgaumwalla. Having finished he 
said, “ keep that jiapcr and give it to the Resident.” 

Ilis Highness now ordered the Ranees to be c.allcd, and gave some 
other orders which I did not hear, whereupon I left the room and 
walked out into the Court-yard ; in a few minutes His Highness sent 
for me again, and said he wished me not to leave him. 

There were now .assembled round Ilis Highness’s bed the three 
Ranees, the mother and sister of the late Baghoo Baee, Bala Sahib 
Raj Adnya, the Furnccs, Row Sahib, the ilama Sahib and his sons, the 
eldest Ranee’s father, the hoy about to be adopted, with his grandfather, 
and probably between forty and fifty of His Highness’s Durbar. In a 
few minutes the ceremony of adoption commenced and lasted about a 
quarter of an hour. On its conclusion His Highness was lifted up in 
bed, and having had a turban put on his head and a shawl thrown loosely 
over him, the adopted son made his obeisance to him, and afterwards 
(at His Highness’s request) ate sugar out of my hand and from, 
the hands of some half-dozen others standing .around. On the question 
being asked (by the Furnecs I think) as to the name by which the boy 
should hereafter ho called, and several names haring been suggested 
(such as Swajee, Shao, hlahanaj, &c.). His Highness after two or three 
minutes’ silent deliberation answered, AA’^enkutjee Rajee, ” being the 
name of one of Siv.ajee’s brothers. 

Ilis Highness being much exhausted by his exertions, I requested 
him to lay dorni, and begged that the room might be cleared of all except 
his relations and immediate attendants in the hope of his being able to 
sleep ; but he soon c.'illcd mo again to his bedside and said (sp eakin g 
now with a good de.^! of diflicultj*, but with perfect inteUigence), "I 
wrote eleven paragraphs (kulum) to the Resident ; of these one has just 



XSIV 


SrCCESSIOls TO THE 'KEEO'n'LEE CHTEFSHTP- 


BOW "been completed (poora booa^ : tlie otter ten must be completed bj' tbe 
Hesldent (Besident Sabib ne poora Irnma) be then said, "witb regard 
to the Kamgar log, tbe rumees knows even'tbingj be 17111 communicate 
my wisbes to tbe Hesident j be is to be trusted." 

■ On bis making some obserration relative to myself, I took tie 
opportunity of tbanMng bim for tbe great and unvari-ing kindness I 
bad eaperieneed at bis bands. He took my band and said, " I bare now 
told you all; you must mention to bir. Frere all tbat bas passed and all 
that I have said. Mr. Frere must arrange and manage ei'eij-thing 
after my death ; from bim all my people are sure to receive justice and 
Idndness." He then alluded to tbe great Idndness Colonel Ovans had 
shown to himself and bis people, but Ms words were now scarcely 
audible. 

Once or twice after this, not obsen-ing that I was present (tbougb 
still by bis bedadej, be asked for me^ and on seeing me seemed satisfied, 
tbougb be said nothing, and, indeed, nei'er ^oke to me agaim 

He espired with scarcely a struggle at half-past one o’clock annd 
tbe general and (I feel assured) tbe sncere lamentations, not only of 
bis family and attendants, but also of tbe numerous assemblage of people 
who were congregated within and around tbe precancts of tbe palace. 


Copy of a letter from S. IB. IL Fecti:, Fsq., lEesiaent at Satfera, to H. F. Goiu. 
Esni), Fsq., Secretaij in attendance on tbe ScuTble the Governor at laaia- 
blesbwnr, — (No. 32-170, dated tbe 7tb April 1513.) 

I HATE tbe honor to forward translations of two memoranda reoaved 
from His Highness tbe Fgab of Sattara late on tbe evening of tbe 
3rd instant; tbg' are in a more formal shape than usual, bearing at 
top tbe " Sicca" or great Seal of Stat^ which is onlr used on Grants, 
Treaties, and other documents of similar importance; and, instead of 
tbe “3Iortub" or PriTy Seal, generally used by way of .authentication at 
the end of His ffigbness’s yads, tbsy are Bgned at length with bis name 
in full, a formality of wbicb I know no other instance ercept the Trezty 
concluded with His Highness in 1539, as, on tbe few oeeaaons when 
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it was usual for Ills Iliprlinoss to niiilicntioalc a paper in lu's own Iiandj 
he merely wrote the last word or two, whatever thc^' might be, or 
*' Suhco” (signed) . 

2 . These arc the memoranda referred to in 1113* letters noted in the 

margin : some dehi}' in sid)mitt.ing the 
translations has been eaused by my 
anxiety to make them as exact as 
]iossihlc and bv the jiressnrc of other business for the last few da3's. 
Copies of the original Mahratta are annexed in case Government should 
wish to make further ciuiuir}* as to parlicnlar expressions. 


3 . The first memorandum consists of 11 Sections. 


].t/. — Asking for an early answer to the other 5'ad, No. 3 G 1 -, in 
which II is Highness had requested leave to adopt a 
successor, staling that, in the event of his dissolution 
approaching before the answer of Government aiTivcd, 
he would adopt a son from among the llhonsla}'' 
families mentioned in the other memorandum ; and that, 
should 0113' accident prevent his doing so, his eldest 
widow would adopt a son, with whom he begs the 
British Government to conclude a Trcat3'^ and continue 
on the same terms of friendship as heretofore. 

4 . ^ml . — States that a scp.iratc list would be sent containing 
the names and duties of the Officers of State who 
should be cmplo3’cd In- his successor, but begging 
that the British Resident should superintend the 
management of ntfaii's during the miuorit3' of his 
adopted son. 


(The list here promised was never prepared. His Highness alluded 

rule pnmsmpl. 12tl. of Dr. Mnr- ^o it to Dr. jMurmy, and told him 
rny’s ^Icinoraiuluni enclosed in niy that Succamm Puilt, the FuriiaveCS, 
letter. No. 31, of the Cth April ISIS. {jonfidcnco and might be 


trusted in the matter in question. Tlio Furnavees states that he does 
not think His Highness meant to note an3' particultir objects of his 
confidence or mistrust, but to scud a list of the existing Officers of State, 
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all of wliom enjoyed his confidence, to the extent required for the 
discharge of their several duties.) 

5. Zrd . — ^Promises estimates ("Behras*^ of the allowances and 

Establishments to he assigned to each of the three 
Banees, within the limits of which each should mana 2 e 
her own afiairs under the general superintendence of 
the British Besident. 

(These estimates, the PumaveK states, were never prepared; the 
allowancK and servants of each Banee are, however, entered separate in 
the estimates of His Highness’s private household expenditure. 

6. 4/^. — Promises sealed memoranda of the distribution he wished 

made of his personal effects and private gardens, grazing- 
■ grounds, and buildings among the three Banees and 
his adopted son; and of two villages he wished granted 
to the two younger Banees, one being already held 
by the elder. 

(This memorandum, the Eumavees states, was never prepared.) 

7. atJt . — ^Belate to the "Baj Adnya," the orphan boy His High- 

nss had taken under his protection, and alludes to the 
allowance which His EGghness purposed to grant to 
him, which His Highness begs may be continued to 
him without interruption; that a village would be 
granted to him in enam, to be enjoyed hereBtarily 
with a garden, grarang-ground, and the revenues and 
management of the Somwar quarter (Peith) of the 
city; that he should have the control of his own 
people without interference firom the Boyal family , 
and promise a sealed list of the jewels and other 
persomil property which His. Highness wished to 
leave to the boy. 

(Hus list, the Eumavees state, wus never prepared ; all that has 
passed of late between me and His Highness regarding the proposed 
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allowance will be found reported in my Icttere noted in the margin. The 

grant of a village in cnam was never 
inS "and SiSho'eth £a2 completed, nor was any village selected 

by Ilis riigbncss for the purpose; 
but one of His Highness’s private gardens, a grazing-ground, and the 
revenue and .management of the Somwar Peith, have, it is stated, for 
the last year or so, been assigned to the “ Baj Adnya” and managed by his 
establishment, though no regular grant seems ever to have been made.) 

S. Q(h . — ^Promises a memorandum of the Officers of State and 
the duties to be required from each. 


ende remark on Section Z.J 

9. 7///. — Begs that, in the event of disagreements between the 

Government serrants, or malvcrsiition in Office, tlie 
Resident would enquire in presence of the adopted 
son, and, on comuction, punish the offender, forgiving 
a first offence, should he think fit, in consideration of 
personal character on the intercession of members of 
the Royal family. 

10. 8//. — ^Promises a memorandum of all Officers of the State 

and household and confidential servants, with, their 
existing allowances, which Ilis Highness begs may 
be continued. 


(Tills list was never completed.) 

11. 9tk . — Relates to Baghoo Baee, a woman of His Highness’s 
household, who died, as was supposed, by poison, more 
than three years ago, leaving her mother, sister, and 
brothere to His Highness’s protection. His Highness 
promises a memorandum of an allowance he proposed 
to grant to the surviving members of this family (the 
mother, sister, and two (3) sisters-in-law), together 
with a village, grazing-ground, and garden, to be 
given in enam, and some jewels and personal property 
hc wished to lesive them; all which he begs may 
be enjoyed without inte.rference from the Royal family. 
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(These memoranda^ ilie Furna%'ee3 states^ were never prepared ; the 
two women in question^ the mother and Bister of Baghoo Baee^ have fixed 
allowances for themselves and their attendants from His Highness’s 
private purse. 

12. 10^/^. — ^Begs that Balhtjee Karrain Nattoo may not he re- 

employed or permitted to interfere in the manage- 
ment of the State. 

13. Wth . — Belates to Eshwunt Bow Trimhach, the late Dewan, 

and memhers of his family in prisonj on suspicion of 
having instigated the murder of Baghoo Baee (xtds 
Section 9) . His Highness hegs that the Besident may 
tr^' the charge of murder, and that, if acquitted, the 
accused should he expelled from the Sattara State. 

(This ease has lain over pending the decision of Gov'emment re- 
garding the surrender to His Highness’s requisition of TTasdeo Bughoo- 
nauth, the Native Doctor, a British subject, now in Bombay, accused of 
being an accomplice. Eshwunt Bow Trimbuek has the reputation of being, 
if not a necromancer himself a protector and employer of those who ded 
in magic, and was sugieeted by His Highness and the Nativ'e community' 
of having been by such arts the cause of His Highness’s last and fatal 
illness ; he was formerly in the service of the jagheerdar of Pliultun, and 
Saibjee Baee attributes to his arts the present dangerous illness of her 
brother.) 


11. The other memorandum. No. 301, is drawn up with the same 
form as that just descrilied. His Highness quotes the preamble of the 
Treat 3 ’’ dated the 2.jth of September 1819, and begs that the same 
motives, which induced the British Government to establish the State 
in the first instance will now lead them to consent to the adoption of a 
son as his suceessor. Bis Highness mentions eleven houses of the 
Bhonslaj' lamilj', from among whom he purposes to select the hqj’’ hast 
fitted for adoption, and states Ins objections both to a child of the 
Kolapoor bouse and to the boy whom he had heard had been adopted 
by the Ex-Bajah, which adoption he prays mav' not be recognized bj- the 
British Government. 
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15. IHs IliglincsS in his mcmoraiiclnni quotes from the Mahratta 
version of the Treaty, which is somewhat more full than the English. 
The English states the Ti’eaty to be between the Hon’ble Company and 
llis Highness the Jlaharajah, " his hell’s, and successors,” which are the 
terms used throughout the Treat}*. The IMahratta vereion uses the 
words “ Eurjund, wu Waris, wu Kaim iMiiham the two former words 
correspond, 1 believe, exactly to progeny, male or female, and heii-s. 
" Kaim ]Mukam ” is a Pereian or Arabic word ; *Eichardson gives the 
r 111“ meaning of (•ISjo (^i^ “ a Lieutenant, a Vice-regent, the 
Kaim Slukam or Governor of Constantinople, a Vicar, an 
Administrator, Overseer, Church Warden.” 

1C. I cannot find the word in Slolesn’orth's Mahratta Dictionar}*, 
nor is it commonly used in ^lahratta, but I think I have sometimes 
met it in ^lahratta or Guzcrattcc papers rclatiug to mercantile affaii-s, 
when it was intended to bind those who might continue a business, 
other than the natunil heirs of the contracting pai-t}*. 

17. Tlie Treaty is executed in three languages, Mahratta, 
Persian, and English ; one of the original copies is doubtless on the records 
of Government, but, for iiicility of reference, I annex a copy of the 
eight first clauses of the Ti-eaty, which is on the records of this Office. 

IS. No expressions of the kind occur in the Trejity of the 4th of 
September 1S39, of which an extract is also enclosed, but the first Article 
of that Treaty confirms all Articles of the previous Treaty of 1819, 
which were not abrogated or modified by the supplementary Treaty of 
1S39. 

19. Tlie boy adopted by His Highness just previous to his desith 
belonged to the house of Shedgaon, which stands fifth in the list of 
families enumerated in His Highnesses memorimdum. 

20. I have collected all the information within my reach relative 
to the Sattara family, which, if reqiured by Government, will be 
forwarded. 
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•* 

Sicca or Seal 
of Sattara. 


Copy of a trauslaiion of a yad from His Higlmcss tlioHnjnli of Salfara, to tlic 
Ecsidenfc, — (Jfo, 36-1, dated tlio 2nd April ISIS.) 

In tlic Tre.ai.y concluded by ilie British Govermnent with Ibis 
Sirlcar (His Highness), it is stated "that, in consideration of the 
antiquity of the family (Ichandan) of the Maharaj Clmttruputtce, a 
sovereignty (raj) has been conferred upon him, wbicli should be cnjo 3 ’’cd 
constantly (sudodit) b^* the Sfaharaj Cbuttnipntiee, his oflspriug, 

heirs, and representatives.”*' As to this, 
wc beg to represent tlmt, ns this Stale 
(raj) \v.as bestowed bj’^ the great libera- 
lity (odarntvo) of the British Government, we feel assured that there 
•will be no fsiiluro (Autur) on the part of the British Government to 
continue it hcrc.aller. TTc have now been indisposed and are very 
seriously ill, and haring no legitimate male issue, it is therefore our 
anxious desire to adopt a son : the Bhonslay families are as follow's : — 


1 Tho Klianvmleckur Kunily. 

1 „ Jintcokur „ 

1 „ Koralceknr „ 

1 „ Moongcoknr „ 

1 „ Shedgamkur „ 

1 „ Chuiidamirkur (Taiijoro). 

1 „ Oodhntkwr „ 

1 „ Kullnskur „ 

1 „ Bhamhoorccknr „ 

1 „ Munjoorkur „ 

1 „ Ban Scudrcckur „ 

H 

■Whatever child from the above-mentioned cloven families maj' be 
best wll be selected and adopted: the nuptials of the Kurvccrkui's 
(Rajahs of Ivolapoor) have been celebrated ; they have allied themselves 
with families with ■which it is not our custom to ally ourselves ; we luivo 
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heard that the late Ex-Rajah, Prutap Singh Maharaj, had adopted a hoy, 
the son horn to the late Bulwunt Row Bhonslay Waveekur, on the road 
to Benares. As to this, that boy was not adopted by the advice of the 
British Government nor by that of this Government; consequently, that 
boy cannot be received here j wherefore, if that boy, or any person on his 
behalf, should make claim, it should not be admitted by the British 
Government ; the members of our family cannot remain under that boy, 
and it will also be difBcult for them to preserve even their lives ; for 
these reasons the aforesaid two boys cannot be taken. It is therefore 
requested that the British Government, with a \'iew to mniutnin 
the name of the throne and race of the late Seevajee Maharaj 
Shahoo IMaharaj, may give its advice for the adoption of a son as 
speedily sis possible ; we have placed all our reliance from the first on the 
British Government and will do so for the future. The Resident, after 
taking into his consideration the nature of our continual friendship with 
the British Government, shoidd write to the Honorable the Governor, 
and kindly use his utmost exertions to procure His Excellenoj'^s consent 
and then favor us with his advice for the adoption of a son; by so 
doing the renown of the Honorable the Governor and the Resident 
for preserving this State will continue for many days. It is therefore 
solicited that arrangements should be made to send a reply to the above 
memorandmn as soon as possible. Owing to om: serious illness the 
Resident visited us at the Palace on the 1st April to enquire after our 
health, when a conversation passed with him in regard to the afiPairs 
of this State : a yad regarding the same, containing eleven paragraphs, 
accompanies this, ftom which the matters will be known ; let it be done 
accordingly. 

Dated 27th Rubeel Akhur, con-esponding with 2nd April ISIS. 
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Copy of a translatioii of a memorandam from Siiajee Mahabaj CiirrniUFUiiEE 
(His Highness the Bajah of Sattara), dated the 2nd April 1848. 

In consequence of our very serious illness, the Resident, Mr. Frere, 
having, on’ the morning of the 1st April 1848, at 7 o’clock, paid a 
visit to ns at the Palace in order to enquire after our health, and Imving 
heard and understood our present dreumstances, he desired that vre 
should state u'hat it tos on our (the Maharajah’s) mind; whereupon we 
stated to him personally' to the following effect : — 

1. The British Government, in conrideration of our family 
("khandan”) being a very ancient one, hadng bestowed (on us) a so- 
vereignty (raj), gave (us) a Treaty, in which. it is stated that the 
^'Maharaj Chuttmputtee, his descendants, heirs, and representatives 
(Fuijund, wu "Waris, wu Kaim Mukam) should always (sudodit) enjoy 
the raj.” I am now very seriously ill; I have no legitimate male 
issue (Poteepootr Suntaun) ; it is therefore desirable that a reply should 
speedily be returned to the yad transmitted to the British Government, 
under date the 2nd April 1848, Jfo. 364, regarding the adoption of a son 
(to succeed) to the Government of the State. In the event of any delay 
taking place in the receipt of an answer, and it should be found that there 
is no trusting to my recovery, a boy from the Bhonslay families mentioned 
in the yad will be adopted; and in case, from any reason, a son should not 
be adopted in person by the Sirkar (His Highness), a son will be adopted 
after me by the elder Banee, in whose name let the British Government 
conclude a Treaty as before, and continue their friendship on the same 
footing as it existed heretofore : in this will be shown the renown and 
kindness of the British Government. 

2. All servants should act under orders of the heir that may be 
appointed, and the names of the Officers and the duties to be reqmred 
by him from each -nill be stated in a separate yad, as written in the Cth 
paragraph ; they are to teach the adopted son to conduct himself well. 


APPENDIX. 


XXXlll 


to give liim sound advice and counsel, and lo manage tlie affairs con- 
nected with the Itaj, under his orders, with honesty and fidelity' accord- 
ing to the Jtcgnlations; hut till the .ndo 2 »lod son lias att.aiucd full age to 
undertake the luanagcmcnt of affairs, the Resident should take the 
Government Oflicers nominated in a separate 3 ‘ad under him, and con- 
tinue to administer the affairs of the State (Dowlut) ; .and as soon as the 
adopted son shall have attained full age to he able to undertake the 
manageinent of affairs, he should he vested with the powers to adminis- 
ter the affairs of the State in order that he maj' manage the Raj on 
his own authoritj". 

3. listimates (Behra) of the Nemnooks for the expenses of the three 
Ranees will he made and given to the Resident ; thc}* should accordingly 
each manage their respective expenses under their own orders, by which 
no difiicult}’ will he cxpcricnocd, and the Officers and other servants 
who arc nominated should he required h}* them (the Ranees) to conduct 
their duties in conformit}* with the Government Regulations, and those 
who will not act according to orders should ho reported to the Resident, 
and the requisite steps should he taken to settle regarding them. 

•t. The jewels, silver and other vessels, and all other articles and 
property, gardens, grazing-grounds, and buildings, which are to belong to 
the adopted son and the three Ranees, as also a village now held hj’’ the 
elder Ranee hc^'ond the estimated amount (Behra) of her expenses, and two 
villages which arc to ho settled in a similar manner on the second and 
third Ranees, will ho granted, .and se.iled yads of the same, including 
the jewels, &c., will ho prepared, in accordance with which they should 
each of them hold them respective!}*. 

5. The mother of Bulwunt Rao Bhonslaj* Punt Raj Adnj-a died 
while he was very young, whereupon his father represented that he was 
unable to protect and rear uj) the child, and made him over to this Sirkar 
while under one j-ear of age ; whereupon His Highness, alwjiys keeping 
him in his own presence, reared him up and made a pet of him, and 
conferred on him the title of “ Raj Adnj-a” to give him rank and such 
allowance (Nemnook) as ma}* be granted him for his maintenance 
under the advice of the British Government ; the same should he con- 
tinued to him without stoppage (ueeruntur) . A village will he 
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granted in inain V) hitu, and ako a garden, u grazing-ground, and 
Ibc management of' tlie Somwar Peilb, with the inc'nrn; derivable 
from it, liave been afcfiigjied and granted to him, v/liieli y^v^\^ be enjoyed 
by him hereditarily; and in caije the Oflleerw and other pt:ryom 
nominated for Ijis Bervice thould not aet aeeording i/) his orders, he is 
liimKelf to dismiss or etnidoy them. No jjroteetion should be given 
to liis people by the members of His niglinessk family, in order that the 
peoj)le may act in awordance with the Raj Adnyak orders, A w^ih^l 
list of the jewels, vessels, &c,, given as pr'isents by the Sirhar (Ilis IJigh- 
ness) to the Raj Adnya, will be made out and given; he should enjoy 
them accordingly. Jf any difliculty be made by the members of Ills 
Highness's family regarding the aforesaid gifts, the Raj Adnya will 
rejjort the same bj the Resident, and the requisite measures should lx; 
taken to arrange the matter, 

0. The names of the persons to be cmi)Ioyed, and the business 
to be entrusted i/) their hands b}' the adojded Bon, will be enb'red ' in 
a ficparate yad ; they should be required to perform , their duties 
aceordingly. 

7. Should the Officere of State begin to disagree among tljemselves 
and to receive bribes in the transaction of business, on this becoming 
known, either direct or through the members of our family, to the 
Resident, he should institute an enquiry into the case in presence of the 
adopted Bon, and inflict punishments ]>roj>ortioned to the guilt wjjich 
may be substantiated ; and if he (the Residejjt) thinks propur, at the 
intercession of our family, to forgive tlie oiTunou once, with reference 
to the personal character of the offender, he will do so. 

8. A yad will be drawn out of Officere of the State, including those 
of the troops and the Jlankurrees and those of the Oflieers of the private 
Establishment and followers and servants who were (favorably treated 
liitherto by the Sirkar (Ills Highness), and, as stated therein, the 
allowances of such parties should be continued. 

9. The late Rhagoo Gliatgee was employed in the service of the 
Sirlmr (Ilis Highness) ; she died by poison. She made a request whilst on 
her death-bed, stating that "there were her mother, Rumma Race, sister, 
Ooma, two brothers, and their two wives, and that these members of 
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11. IMiwiint Trimliiu'lc .nml Surni-swultoi! : (wo persons, 

tli'i!i;;li in tin* MTvici* Ilf jlii-’ (lovcriinu-nt, liavo coiidiu-teil themselves 
tinriithfiilly towanlw xi-;, in (•onse<pii’Jice of wliieli siispieion they have 
hciMi placed in i-nniinement ; they shuiihl aeconlinffly he hept in ciistod}' 
until the in\v^ti'':ition of tlieea"=oe4m take place. The Resident should 
hrinf,' them to trial, and, if they he exmvieted of the crime of murder, the 
puni*^hmcnl awarded for the erime of murder shoxdd he indicted accord- 
ing;^ t/* the Itey^ilations ; should they not. he convicted of murder, both 
parli(>--, io;r(.iIier xvilh tln-ir fiimilie.s, should heforhidden to remain in the 
limits of this country, and no petitions that may he m:ide on behalf 
of either to the IJrili.sh Government should he complied with. 
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IS. In all olovcn piirn}?raphs linvo boim wiiUon^ noeonliiijy <o 
which il should ho done. Hated S7lh Uuhool Aklmv, eovrcspotulin*^ 
with find Apvil 18t8. 


Treaty l)fit,woon tho ITon’blo naat. India Company and ITi.s lliniiNnss Snnia;MUN 
JfAii.MiAJ StiAJr.i; 1},aji;y, Glinl(.r(iptiUco of Siit.tmn, ooimliiilod at, SiiKam on 
Iholth SoiPombor 1S:V.), by Lir.WTnsANT-OotAwr.i. Ovans, Ueaidoiil; at, Sal,lanv, 
on tho ]>arl, of tho Hon'blo I'laal, India Company, and l)y I'Isiiwiint IIao 
TiinimiCK on tho part of Shaikk Hajuv, CbutlvnpuUco, by vivtno of bill 
powers from their voapeetAvo Govevnmonts, 

Aimci.K I. ST. 

At. 1 . AvticlM of tho Troaliy of S-attam, dn(.od tho Sbth of Sci)tomhar 
1810, which are not nhrojraled ov modified by tho present Hiipplcincntal 
Treaty, nvo hoTOhy confirmed. 


AtmcM-: 2ni>. 

Iti is hcrehy explicitly declared that the Uajah has ttc) present or 
prospeotavo title or claim 1,o any territAny sitaiated heyotnl the honndaries 
of tho Sattara State, as the same are laid down in the Schodnle, dal,od 
the 29th of March lS2(i, anmixed to the aforesaid Treaty, as IbHows:. — 
" 'the frontier extends from the Kisna and Wartm, on the south, t o t,ho 
Ncora and lleema, on the north, and frojn the AVestern Ohimts or 
Siyadreo Hills, on tho west, to the Districts of Tandarpoor and lleojapoor, 
on tho east /' 


Co)y of n Minute on letters ft’om tbollcsident at Rati am, — (Nos. HI and :12, dated 
tiie Ctb and 7tb April 18 IS.) 

I il.tVB informed the llcsident that; 1 have no other inslrnetion to 
convey than those {?iveji to him hy mo personally in antici))ation of tins 
llajah's demise. 

2. I have also tohl him that I learn from these ll<!j)orta, and 
ospocially from the 11th and 12th pnra«;mphB of that of tho fith instant, 
(hat he is conformin}? exactly to my inslrnellons, ami thati the Chi<!fs, 
^linislors, and widows of tho late Rajah, seem to bo perfectly satisfied to 
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abide by the arrangomeuts wliieh lie has accordingly' adopted for con- 
ducting the Government of the Sattara Territory pending the deter- 
mination of the question of succession. 

3. The unhesitating manner in which all the members of the 
Court, on the llesidcnt’.s explanation, recognized at once the propriety of 
the llcsidcut’s abstaining from acknowledging the child who, a few hours 
before, had been adopted with .all ceremony by their dying Rajah in their 
presence, and the cordiality with which all persons appear to be carrying 
on their appointed duties under the Resident’s superintendence and 
directions, aiford testimony, ns I have informed him, to the weight and 
estimation which his conduct of the duties of British representative 
at Sattara has acquired for his counsel. 

4'. I have requested the Resident to express, on the part of the 
Government, to Dr. ^luri-ay the approbation with which his proceed- 
ings on the day of the Rajah’s demise arc viewed; ho evinced great 
judgment in a position of difficulty' and considerable delicacy'. 

5. As for the due discharge of his present laborious duties, it will 
be indispensable for a time tliat the Resident should have near him some 
AssisUint whom he can employ' .at all hours, and confidentially' I authorized 
him to request the Officer Commanding .at Sattara to allow him to 
select any qualified young man whose services he could temporarily 
dispense with ; the Resident has accordingly' selected Lieutenant 
H. R. Sanford, of the Artillery', and His Excellency the Commauder-in- 
Chief informs me that he h.as no objection to offer to the arrangement. 

G, A further Jilinute will contain the remarks I have to make 
regarding the measures to be taken consequent on the adoption. 


Copy of a letter from A. ^LtLET, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government of 
Bombay, to H. M. Eltjot, Esq., Secretary to Government of India,— 
(No. 7G-1GS9, dated the 25th April 1818.) 

In continuation of my letter, dated the 19th instant. No. 70, 1 am 
directed by the Hon’ble the Governor in Council to transmit to you, for 
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submiEsion 1o Ojc Riglit IIonoraLle llte Oovernor General of Tixliri in 
Council, cop 3 ' of a furtlief cdinmunication from llie lU'snlent at Salfjira, 
dated tlie.]2th inptani, INo. 31-, reporting the jiariiciilarB of a conference 
wliicli he had wth the principal Oflicers of the Sattara State, together 
ivith a copy of my reph* thereto, of this date. 


Copj of a letter from H. 13. E. Fcimn, E^q., EepMcnt at Sattara, to JL IJaIxt, 
Esq., Chief SccrctaTyto Gorernment, — (Xo. 31, dated the 12th April 183S.) 

I HAVE the honor, in continuation of mj' letter, 2vo. 31, of the Cth 
instant> to state that;, on the afternoon of that da^-, the parties mentioned 

in the margin attended at the 


1. Bnccaram Eapoojeo, Fnmeos Ainatrc 
(had heen for the last e! years ilie only 
person at all in the sitnation of Jlijiiftcr to 
His Highness trlio usualb' tiaasactod all 
hnsiness in person). 

2. Amhajoe Hajah, Enhc Sir X/nshhnr (lie 
appeared for his father, Jtaina Sahib Sena- 
puttee, maternal nncle to the late Hajah, 
ilama Sahib, too feeble to leare his honse). 

3. Jauram Bocte Senahnrte. 

4. Moodajeo Baje, altos Botrjoe Jlahadcek 
Bnhshco (the throe latter manage all Mili- 
taryaffairs under the orders ofthoSenaiiuttec). 

5. Snccaram Ballal, Canare Siccanees 
(seals all His Highne*B’s papers). 

G. Cassinauth liamchnauer, Hnfcnrdar. 

7. Madajee Hamchunder, Xaib Jlooaim. 

8. Chrisnajee Chintamuny, alias Baha- 
goreijJI oonim. 

9. vittnl Gnngadhur, Pharte ronjdaree 
Moonim- 

10. PandoorangXarain, Acte Jloonim (the 
admiaistration of civil and criminal jnstice 
is under the superintendence of these four 
last named men). 

11. Chinmajee Chintamnn, Slahajnnco 
Amildar Kazir. 

12. TTassoodeo (Thrisna, Jlahajunee Chit- 
nese. 

13. Bamchunder Bhewram, Patnees. 

14. Hnny Hurseedass, Potdar. 

13 . EtiTlajee, Moresmvup Phatnh (has 
charge of the Htushnm or Department of 
Sehundees). 

1C. Bnccaram Bullal, 3Ialiajnnee (the Kar- 
haree of the Banees). 

17. Snccaram Chitikoo, yoechleochur (in 
charge of His Highness’s private Treasmy). 

18. (^pal Bncearam, Canare (lias charge of 
the Department of Appeal in Civil Cases). 

19. The Barhoon in charge of the Police of 
the City and other snberdinate Officers. 


Iteideijct' In' appointment ; thet' 
included all tvho held re.=pon£jhle 
Ofilce a= heads of Departments 
nnder the late Jlajah tvlio were 
then in Sattara and ahle to come. 


2. After adverting to the 
Borrow which the British Govern- 
ment would feel at the death of 
BO faithful an ally and bo good 
a sovereign as His Highness, I 
stated in somewliat more detail 
than I had done in Fpeating t-o 
the same parties the day before at 
His Highness's Talaee the course 
which the British Government 
desired to adopt pending a deci- 
sion of the questions relating to 
the disposal of the sovereigntj", 
which had so une^ectedlj* Become 
Tacant. The Bumavees and Bulr- 
shee, who acted as spotesman for 
the rest, said, that thej' were all old 


and faithful servants of the B^ah, 
whose constant desire it was to conform himself to the adrice and meet 
the -wishes of the British Government; that ihey considered, as he did. 
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•i. I ' ill tli*' iwuiii", ;i<Ti>mi'.'inir(l l>y Dr. I^riirrar, 

f.-ll-wiM lin tn t.i ill.' r.il.Tv, wluT.', ivitliiii .'I n'om OPi’iiiiieil by the 
:l•ll^ utli.T ini'inl*.r.' of the l:ito Uajah’s Court, llic Itnuce.'i 
w.T.' ■.'.■(i.il 1.11 til'* irr.iuiul ill the tiiaiitn’r iMual for mourners, Die ehler 
a hull' ill front of Dio tuo yomi^iT »mii'S, iiuil Die ailojitcd son on a 
c.ni.T of Dll' oari'i t ; Mama Saliili tjeiiapultee, the Fiirnces, Chitnese, 
ami ah ull haif.a-ilo.xu ollu r Ollieers of superior r.ink were also present. 

,\n<T r.']>>'atiii'j wliat I lia-l slated to the Chiefs in the aflor- 
n.Htu, ill.' elder H.im'.' raid, she trii'^ted entin'ly to the Ilesident to enable 
her l" larry out li.-r hii'-band’s la-t wi'-h as reo^.irded his adopted son ; 
1 then told her yet iiior.' di-tinetly the obstaeles to any recognition of 
Die a- l jM'iidiiig Dll' receipt <d' onlers from the Government, which it might 
belong befor.' I reeeiveil, as she was probably aware of many coullieting 
I'laims, all of wbieh mii'-l be wrighitl and decided on before Government 
could come t«» a decision ; that her triie.-l poliei’ was to await that 
decision ill jiatii'ut eonlidenee that it would be dictated by a strict regard 
to jiislicc and the intcre'ts of her late husband's subjects, which was 
the only assurance regarding it I could give. 

C. Slie said she was quite satisfied to leave the matter to Govern- 
ment ; Dial the only iiislruelious her Imsband had given her were to 
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11. Tli(* fnmr' nnlrr: wore rc|*p.nt<'(l in MicerFsion to r.ncli pnlilic 
Ofiiop «liit'!i \\n*: Tlip Dnnnr, clfiFO to llto old p.nl.npc, 

iiinl'-r tin’ pfr-Mnal ».«)pprint<'nden«v of tlio l'iirnavrt'.« : in it .nrc kept 
tin' of Mi*- IIi"lin<’ *.*< jterFonnI expeiiFeF .and of tlic lion.eoliold, 
f«r .all tlie l>tnMi‘'lnni’nl'; of eleph.nnls, r.imels. See., See. llic kooks 

n kalnnoi’ in th<’ K!ia’-';r<’e or IViv.nte TriM«tir\*, under d.afc the -Itli 
.\p:i!. of lltjpiv-'. 1 li.“-ides Ilujws 27,Oflfl, ivliieh were then in 
d'-jfo it. Iltijy . 10, nun to ho paid to tho llritiih (lovernnienl on :iceonnt 
of tho lA.Haj.diV pi ll' ion, nnd llnpeefi 17,000 (not l.“i,000 as stated in 
ray h t:<T, No. .“U. nf the Otli .\pril), whieh, in mmplianec with a eiisloin 
not nnooininon ainon:; per/ons of we.-iltli in extremity, His IIio-hne.=s 
h.ad oralered to he iriven in eli.arify .ns his " tol " (weij;ht) to Tlmhinins, 
^\hti wi-.ni' to pr.iy f.ir liis ree'Uvry, h«il whieh Iiad not heen aetnally dis- 
Iril’isteil when lie expired. 

1 i . Ih" !de< the Kh.f'o.v Hnflnr, which is, ns may he supposed from 
the Work to he < \eciit«-<l, a XTry rxten*-ive Department, His Hijrhne.ss 
had ,n r.'.nlly jiriv.nte Tfx’.n-tiry in the new palace tinder the care of Sneenram 
f'hilko Wehleyknr, a cvintideiitial Karkoon of the Khns^ce IJstahlishmenf ; 
he 'tated that the .tiToiints showml a l>nlance of ahont Ilnpi’os 
exe!n-i\v <if a dep'e it of nUMil Htipces 7i,7fi(h of xvhieli Itnpces i2,7(ll) 
w.i« claimiMl hy () e.na Haeo (ihatkey, a perron on His Hi'clmess's Kstah- 
liOimcnt, ns hclon^ins; to her. There hein^r no time to examine this 
Tovi'iiry, nor any immediate neees'ity, as in the case of the jmhlic 
OH'u'i-', fi>r si-t'Iifiir any J^t.'ihlishment (« work, (he whole teas scaled tip; 
nnd the fame w.is aHenvards done with the records relating; to them, 
uhiVh, the Karkoon slated, xvere not very full, a.s His Hi;;hne5s iisiially 
him-elf put in and look oitl the money, and Iriisled mon' to hi.s own 
memorv than to anv regular aeeouiits. 

l.l. Tlie jewel ami plate room, in which the seals were also kojit, 
nnd the cloth room, in whicli a largy quantity of x'alit.ablc clothes xvere 
aeciimiilated, xvere under the chnrg;o of llawcmbliow. Jemadar: they 
xvere re-scaled, .as no immediate necessity existed for opening them ; and 
the same w:is done with regard to the Armoiirj' (Jarnitkiiann), in which 
there was some valuable properly in charge of a sejtaralo Ofllcer, with 
an lislahlislinienl of smiths and other workmen, &c., under him. 

1*1. A similar course was next day adopted at the request of the 
elder Katie'c with regard to the txvo rooms, in one of which the clothes 
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and jewels belonging to lierself and the two younger Ranees were 
deposited, while in the other were placed those which His Highness had 
given the "Raj Adnj'a," whom, in compliance with His Highness's 
d}nng wish, she had taken under her proteetion. 

15. For some time to come she said it would be impossible she 
should herself look to these matters as His Highness did, and though 
she had every confidence in the persons to whose charge the property 
was entrusted, it was onlj' fair to them at sueh a moment to take 
every precaution which would ensure them against even a suspicion of 
abuse of trust. 

16. In all these cases very perfect arrangements seemed to have 
been made and very regular records kept by His Highness's order: 
there. were a vast number of persons employed, but each had his distinct 
regular duty. Lists, with cost price, &c., or tickets attached to the 
articles, were in most cases forthcoming, and each Ranee's property was 
kept sepai-ate during the last two days. With the help of Major James 
and Captain Thomas exact inventories have been made out, which, when 
completed, will be made over to the Ranees, with the keys of the room 
in which their own property is deposited j and the same will be done 
with regard to the Raj Adnya's property, the keys and lists of which, when 
complete, I purpose making over to him in presence of the elder Ranee : 
without some precaution of this kind there would, I apprehend, have 
been hereafter endless disputes about the property. 

17. For a similar reason seals were placed on two rooms in the 
house of Ooma Baee Ghatkey, in which, it was stated. His Highness 
occasionally kept money and property belonging to him. 

18. I have directed the Furnavees, who was the only person about 
His Highness at all in the position of a Minister, to have all papers 
which would have emanated from His Highness himself prepared for my 
signature by the same parties and with exactly the same formalities as 
in His Highness’s time, the address being merely changed where any 
address was usual from His Highness’s titles to the Court of Sattara 
(Rajmundel Hoozoor, Sattara), and my signature being added to all 
orders to Mamlutdars, &c., which it was not usual for His Highness to 
see j the course of business in His Highness’s life-time having been 
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for each head of a Dcpariincnt to enter tlio substance of all Reports in the 
journal of that Department^ and take from His Highness’s dictation a 
note of the answer to bo given, which was sealed by way of authentica- 
tion on the journal itself, and the answer drafted from it sealed and sent 
without further reference to His Highness, though the sealing was 
always done in his presence. 

19. As far as I can judge, all seems likely to go on perfectlj' quietly 
pending the receipt of orders from Government ns to the Administration 
hereafter ; but it is right I should inform Government that very great 
anxiety exists among .all classes about the town as to the future; and 
no act is so trifling but that I he.ar it h.as been interpreted in various 
Av.ays, favorable or unflivorablc to the eontinuanco of the State, according 
to the hopes or fears of the party. Government will not be sui-prised 
at this when it is considered that the bread of almost everj’’ one in and 
about the city depends more or less on the decision : besides the holders 
of jagheers, cnams, &c., who may feel more or less secure according to 
the tenure on which they hold their possessions, there are at least 1 0,000 
individuals directly supported by salaries from the Court, and most of 
these have probsibly manj' persons dependent on them for subsistence. On 
the expenditure of such Government servants mainly depends the trade 
of the city, and there are few of the cultivating classes even throughout 
the territory to whom the extinction of the dynasty of Sivajee would be 
matter of indiflerence : most of these near Sattara and all the more 
respectable families at a distance have some relative in some situation or 
other in His Highness’s service, and all for many miles round participate 
more or less in the beneflt of the expenditure caused by the Durbar. 


Copy of a letter from A. jSiLvlet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government of Bombay, 
to H. B. E. Ea£it£, Esq., Besideut at Sattara, — (Ifo. 168S, dated the 25th 
April 1848.) 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 
12th instant. No. 34, detailing the particulars of a conference you had 
with the principcil Offieers of the Sattara State, and to inform 3 *ou that 
the Hon’ble the Governor in Council approves of the proceedings therein 
reported. 
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Copy of a letter from II. JI. Elliot, Esq., Secretary to Govomment of India, to 
tlio Chief Secretary to Government of Bombay, — (No. 1149, dated Port 
William, the 6th ilay ISIS.) 

I n.vvE the lionor to acknowledge the receipt of j'our letters, dated 
lOtli and 25tli ultimo, Nos. 70 and 76, with their enclosures, on the afTiiirs 
of the late Eajah of Sattnra. 

2. In repl^’', 1 am directed to intimate that the Governor General 
in Council concurs with His Honor the Governor in Council of 
Bombay in the expression of full approbation of the measures taken by 
the Besident at Sattara and of satisfaction at the prudence and discretion 
displn 3 ’ed by Dr. Murray in the diflicult position in which he was 
placed. 

8. The Governor General in Council will not issue instructions 
regarding the State of Sattara until the receipt of the further Report 
expected from yon, when the subject shall he taken into consideration 
and the opinion of His Lordship in Council conveyed to j’-ou without 
delay. In the mean time, however, the Governor General in Council has 
instructed me to state that the administration of the territory shoidd be 
continued under the direct control of the Resident as now amnged, and 
that c.are should he taken not to give any encouragement to the expecta- 
tions that the .adoption of the hoy by the Late R.aj.ah will ho confirmed 
hj’^ the Hon’hle Court. 


Copy of a letter from A. M.U.LT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government of Bombay, 
to H. M. Elliot, Esq., Secretary to Government of India, — (No. 77-729, 
dated tbo 27tb April 184S.) 

In continuation of my letter. No. 76, of the 25th instant, I am 
directed hy the Hon’blo the Governor in Council to transmit to jmu, for 
submission to the Right Hon'ble the Governor General of India in 
Council, copy of a memonandum containing a brief narrative of the 
Sattara Raj, drawn up by Mr. Frcrc, the Resident at Hint place. 
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Sromorandnm regarding the Bhonslnys of Snttara. 

Tun heroic genealogy of this house is traeed through the Eanas 
of Oodeypoor and Chittore to the Sissoday 

MahTa«asf?rf.!!;pa^2G!' ‘'‘’“‘leered and slain by 

Salivahan^ whose era eommences a. d. 77-78. 


Tlie only historieal value of the legends on this subject seems to be 
to corroborate other proofs that the Bhonslays, like most of the old 
Sraliratta families^ had pretensions to a Rajpoot origin. 

They appear to have been a familj'- of considerable influence pre- 
_ „ , i vions to the time of Kelloiee. the great-grand- 

father of Sivajee : there are still existing four 
.acknowledged branches^ which had separated from the main stem before 
Kcllojcc’s tiniCj and who had then acquired separate Fatelships in the 
Deccan^ which their descendants still hold: these are the families of 
Koral, Bamboorec, Miinjoor, and Ban Sendree. 

The Bhonslays of Deor, near Sattara, who are said originally to 

have come from Hmgumburdee, near Poona, 

GrantDnlT.Vol. I., pages and from whom the Rajahs of Nagpore are 
379 and 519 and note. ii ixii 

descended, are generallj' supposed to have been 

conneeted with the Sattara house, but the relationship has never been 

established. 

The authentic records of the Sattara house commence with 

I. — Kdlojee; he is s.aidto have lived at Verole (EUora), near Dow- 

lulabad : Captain Grant Dnff calls him Babjee, 
Hid, page SS. which may have been his nickname. The Sat- 

tara and Tanjore pedigrees and the popular Mahratta "Buckers," or 
Chronicles, agree in calling him Kellojee. 

II. — Mallojee must have been by birth a man of some conse- 
Grant Dnff, Tol. I., pago quence, as he was Commander of a party of -his 

89. own Horse when entertained as a youth by 

Mortiza Nizam Shah. He was patronized by Lokhjee Jadhon, at that 
time the most powerfid Hindoo Chief in the Deccan, and managed to 
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marry liis son to Loklijcc’s daughter hy a stratagem described by Gnint 
UiifT, Volume I., page 90. He built the great tank at Afahndeo, near 
riutUun, which miust have cost many Lakhs of Kupccs ; and before his 
death had a command of 5,000 Horse, the title of “ llajah" from the 
Kings of Ahmednuggur, and was placed in charge of the important 
Forts of Sewncrc, with the Poona and Soopa Pergunnahs in jagheer. 
His marriage too with the sister of Wungojoe, or ifugpal llao, Naik 
]!<7imh.alkur of Phultun, one of the most distinguished !Mahralta C!>icf- 
. tains of his day, is evidence that Mallojec’s family was already considered 
not only respectable, but of some consequence in the Deccan. 


iti'J, page 97. 


III . — Shahjee succeeded his father in liis jaghcers and distinguished 
himself in a great battle between the Troops 
of the King of Ahmednuggur, under ^Mullick 
Umber, and the Imperial Mogul Army, a. u. 1C2U. Finding the 

Ahmednuggur power on the wane, he transferred 

ltM,pagol02. 1 « II • 4 n -I 

Ins allegiance to the J'miperor, received a com- 
mand of G,000 Horse with additional jaghcers, about a. u . 1029; 
hut, disgusted by the treatment he received from the Imperial Court, 
he went over to the King of liccjapoor, a. d . 1002, and, afler doing 
that Stale good service, assumed the regency of the Ahmednuggur 
Kingdom during the minority of one of the last of its Princes. 


In 10.30 he w.ts of sufTicicnt importance to have on his account 
a special Article inserted in a Treaty of Peace between the Hmjieror of 
Delhi and King of lleej.apoor, by which they divided the Ahmednuggur 
Territory between them. Shahjee was, by this Article, promised jiardon 

if he submitted, but declared the common enemy 
/ >■» nso 4. JJmpcror and King should he refuse 

compliance: he chose the former alternative, a. n. 1007, and was allowed 
to place himself in the service of the King of Ileejapoor. 


He .apjK-ars to have greatly distinguished liimsolf in the settlement 
^ ^ of the districts which Ileejapoor acquired by 

ip-r.': - • Treaty, and was shortly alter rent as 2nd 

in command of an army for the invasion of the Carnatic, ivhere tin* 
jaghi'vrs he acquired ns his own share of the country he subdued formed 
the foundation of the Kingdom of Tanjore. 
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Till’ tvl>i!llioii of his .e.»n,llie rainoiii; Sivnjpfi, was supposed to Iiavo 

ialcon iilarc with liis connivance, and in lCJ-5) 
J} I % f'.’iro 1 ja. • , , . , 

lie wac seized by trcaciierj' in the midst of Iiis 

C.irnntie reiiijncsls, sent pri*--onor to ncejapoor, and there ihreatened witli 

hoin^ hnilt, tip alive in a cell unless his son snbiniltcd. 

Tills Sivajee nflen'd to do, niakiii"' "ood terms for Iiimscif and 
obtainin'; his parent V enlargement from close custody, llioii^Ii be was 
still kept niiiler snrveillaiieeat Ueejapoor, till the increase of disturbances 
in the Carnatic indnceil tlie Kin^ to release him and send him thither 
(a. n. Ifiotl). In the course of these operations he lost his son, Stimhnjce, 
kilbil before Kninkj^’ree, but appeary to liavc more Ilian regained 
the o-ronnd wbieli had heen lost diiriiio- his ahsencc. In 1GC2 he re- 
turned to Hivjapour, mediated hetween the Government and his son, 
Sivajw', who was then again in rehellion, and after a visit to him 
among the Ghaiits, indiuvd him to submit, returned to Ucejapoor, and 
diinl near Ilednoor from a fall out hunting, 'a. ». IGCJ, leaving Sivajee 
holder of far more than he himself had inherited near the 'Weslern 
Ghauts in the Mahratta Country, and his other son, Venkajee, in pos- 
session of the large jaghoers he had himself acquired about Tanjore and 
in the Carnatic, in which he had been confirmed by tlic King of JJee- 
japoor. 

With regard to bis wives the pedigree follows Grant Duff, Tlic 
Sattara rv*cortIs state that Slialijce’s second wife, the mother of Venkajee 
and aneostress of the Tanjore house, was of the family of Ghatgey. 


hill fort of Toma, 
ji:j, 131 . 


IV. — .^if.yVe, born in tlic Fort of Sewncre, ^lay 1C27, and brought 
up chiefly by bis mother. His first act in 
setting up for himself was the seizure of the 
ICfG, blithe managed to lull the suspicions of 
the Beejapoor Government : for some years sub- 
sequent, and a year or two after, on the death 
of, the Manager of his father's jagheer, he took it into liisown bands; 
his father was then in the Carnatic, and, as he stated, quite ignorant of 
his son’s proceedings. 

He had become master of the greater part of the strong country 
I'Otween Joonere and Kolapo-or before the alarm of the Bee;ap:-or Go- 



xlviii 


SUCCESSION TO THE KEEOWLEE CHIEFSIIIP. 


vernmenf was fully excited^ and his father was seized (164-9) with a view 
to coerce his son. 

By making interest with the Emperor, Shah Jehan, Sivajee managed 
to procure his father's release without sacrificing many of the solid 
advantages he had acquired. 

Erom this time till Auruugzebe had completed his usurpation and 
settled himself in his kingdom Sivajee appears to have been' very 
impartial in his encroachments at one time on Beejapoor, at another on 
the Imperial Districts of Joonere, Nuggur, &c., yet carefully avoiding 
an irreparable breach with either Power, following up the most audacious 
acts of plunder with apologies and applications for pardon, and profiting 
by the jealousy of both parties, making each believe that he was likely 
to prove .an useful auxiliary against the other. In this way he extended 
his possessions, amassed vast riches,' and accustomed the people to look 
on him as their head iu what they began to regard as an established 
national system of plundering their Mahomedan rulers. 

At length, 1659, the Beejapoor Government became sensible of the 
necessity of subduing him j and an army was sent against him under Afzool 
Khan, whom Sivajee enticed to an interview near Pertabgurh, and there 
treacherously murdered him with a "Wagnuck” and defeated his troops. 

He was now in open rebellion, and another larger Force was sent 
against him •, but the Beejapoor Government was threatened in other 
quarters, and after two campaigns, in which he was on the whole a gainer, 
he was reconciled to the Beejapoor Government probably by the instru- 
mentality of his father, and continued ostensibly on good terms with 
them till his father’s death. 

Sivajee then turned his arms northwards agaiust the Imperial Dis- 
tricts, and advanced as far as Surat, which he plundered (January 5th 
1664-), and, on his return to Baigurh, hearing of the death of his 
father, assumed the title of B-ajah and coined money in his own name. 

This act and the plunder of some Mecca pilgrims at length aroused 
1665 Aurungzebe, who sent against Sivajee a strong 

Force under his two best Generals, Jey Singh and 
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ivi.ir.' Klinti ; iJirv ;i1 l;i-l rc»1iu'.Nl Sivnjiv (o Hio nc>co.<.-i<y of making 
l»i-: to till* liini'omr, who Ihcn’npon confirmed him in a 

c.iii'idcmMc p.itt of hi'i a^ jaolicer. 


Me tSicn .T idc-1 Aiinin:^<'h.>’(: l-ortv* asninsl. Heejapoor, and in 
jTii'.iJ n'|i.i!rc<l to IVlIii to pav his rcsj)cc(s to 
the 1;mpcri*r. Ho was at first, coldly received, 
••lad nh'im.nt.'ly impri= ml^^, hat i-.Mp-d in a .Rweefmcat hasfcet, and, 
at the of the vi-.ir, his ^lroll;'ll(»ld at IL'iignrii in safelv. 


In t?-. ' r-iar ■- 
”r. !irj'l In* }:r,.l I i 1, 

r. 'h •, are n!!*. 

ai, v.i:i to «' >:i* dial.- 


‘ of ih'” tw.i f.dlr.viti" years he reeovered mneh of the 
. ji.irtlyhy ftree anil p.artly hy irraiils from Anning- 
\ to l.> i*\p1i»;j.'.l on the .siippi-ition that he wished 
SitaJ-— and dratv him into his power. 


In h*;;; h- pre el tlr now totterinir State of Beejapoor, and 
aft'T .a series of ‘•aecesst’s ho formally declared 
* ^ Jii. iiidopendonee, assumed the ensign? of ro\-alty, 

:.!;d I'-r.-l htne- -If csillirened at Ikiigarh on the fith Jnne JC74, which 
t!!ea.vf...n\;ird u.i- to ,-.,i'..;i:tite the coaime.nccmcnt of his new era. 


In in::, the Mal.mtt.-.s fi-r the fin?* time crossed the Xerhadda, 
a ..-w--' ilhi.--’ r.t Satmra in 1C70, Sivajee planned the most 



the <v-j -n cf the ^...v.■r^•i'rn^y over hss uther? h« o..i- 


.cai::s;:ion= 


III th.‘ Can.atie, he wa^ taken 
April lG>it, 


ill aui died at Eaignrh on the oth 


2 G 
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The Sattara records 

Yolnmo I., page 122. 
Yolumo II., page SdO. 


stale that Suhyee IBaee, Sivajec’s firet wife, was 
of the house of Mohiley. Tlic pedigree follows 
Grant Duff in making her of the family of Nim- 
halkur. Tlie cause of this and of several other 
discrepancies is thus stated hy Grant Duff: — 


" During the time of Ballajee Bajee Bow it had been artfully con- 
trived that there were only a few families, old, but of no power, with 
whom the Rajah of the Mahrattas could intermarry. To this day the 
Rajah of Sattara would think himself degraded by a marriage with 
the daughter of Nimbalkur and of Jadow, although from them Siva- 
jee was descended in the maternal line. This artifice, which may have 
been managed by bribing the Oopadeas and Shastrees, explains the 
reason why it is scarcely known that Sheo was married, in Aurungzebe's 
Camp, to a daughter of Sciudiah, of Kunneir ICheir. 

. ^ 

“ Records of facts, except receipts and accounts in their own favor, 
would often have proved inconvenient to faithless, shilling, time-serving 
Brahmins; but it is not improbable that their prejudice against all other 
historical records may originate in causes of very remote date connected 
with the foundation of their religious institutions.” 

V . — Tenhajee was always employed with his father, Shahjee, in the 
Carnatic, and accompanied him on his visit to Sivajee among the 

Ghauts in 1CC2 ; after which he seems to have 
pa^28i !•» returned to the Carnatic, where lie was when 

Sivajee overran it in 1077. In this expedi- 
tion one of Sivajee’s professed objects was to claim bis sliare of his 
father’s property from his half-brother, Venlcajee: the latter was at 
first prepared to resist by force, but ultimately visited his brother ; he, 
however, denied the right of the latter to any sliarc in their property in 
the Carnatic. Sivajee at one time contemplated confining him till 
he gave up half the jagheers and personal property, but ultimately 
gave up the idea as “ inconsistent with his own character as a brother 
and a prince,” and allow'cd Venkajee to return to Tanjore ; he, however, 
overran and laid under contribution all the jaghcere wliich his father 
had held in Mysore. At this lime Sivajee grounded his claim to lialf 
his father’s property in the Carnatic on the assertion that it was not 
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mere lorritoiy, but his inheritance (Wuttun), which he was in honor 
bound not to abandon. 


In 1C7S, after Siv.ijee had returned northwards, Venkajee attacked 
the troops his brother had left in the Carnatic, and was repulsed with 
great loss. On hearing of this Siv'ajee wrote him a long and very 
sensible letter, pointing out the folly of discord and the necessity of 
union, and oflering jicace on condition of Venkajee giving up to him 
the Avhole of their fathei-’s possessions in the Carnatic ; ultimately an 
arrangement was made, whereby Venkajee agreed to pay down a con- 
siderable sum, to dinde their father’s jewels, and share the revenue of 
his Carnatic Territory'. Sivajee then allowed him to retain Tanjore, and 
gave him back the Mysore jagheers. 

Just pre\nous to hisdc.ath in 16S0 Sivajee had exacted from the 
Beejapoor Government, as the price of his alliance, the cesrion of all 
claims of sovereignty over the Carnatic "and Tanjore Districts; this 
decided supremacy, thus acquired by his brother, so mortified Venkajee, 
that he neglected his aflhirs and gave himself up to melancholy, which 

drew from Siv.ijee “ a letter full of energy and 
good souse,” one of the Lost he ever dictated. 


Ibid, pngo 291. 


On Sivjijee’s death Venkajee withheld all share or tribute from liis 
nephew, Sumbajee, and in 16S7 an expedition 
was planned by the latter to enforce his claims, 
but it seems to have been unsuccessful. 


Fago 349. 


From this time there does not appear to have been much connection 
kept up between the States of Tanjore and 
Page 3S3. Sattara : the territory of the former is stated to 

have been laid under contribution by the Emperor’s Army in 1696, 
from which it may he inferred that Venkajee’s son, then on the 
Tanjore musnud, was co-operating with his Sattara countrymen against 


Amungzebe. 


From the death of Tookajee, Venkajee’s son, the real power of the 
State appears to have been vested in a 3Iahomedan Officer, who com- 
manded the Fort of Tanjore up to about 1741; but of the subsequent 
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liislory of 'J'anjorc little is to be fjleimcil IVom llie Siittiira records, or 
published histories of the Mahratta State. 


VI. — Smtlnjce, On Sivajee’s submission to the M’o/^ul IJinpcror, 
Hid *>0!) ^ Sumbajee, then a boy 8 years old, 

’ ~ ’ was appointed by l.ho Ji!tn])eror to a Munsiib 

of 6,000 Horse. In 1070 Sumbajee, who had been placed under res- 
traint by his I'athcr on account of some youthfid irregularities, lied 
to the Moguls, with whom his lather was then engaged in hosti- 
lities, as a ])arti/an of the llccjapoor Government. JDelare Khan, tliu 
Ifimpcror's General, ])roj) 08 cd to set up Sumbajee as head of a j)arty 
in opposition to his father, but the Emperor Aurungxebe, fearing 
by such measures to strengthen ])rcdatory j)Ower in the Deccan, ordered 
him to bo sent prisoner to Delhi, but Dclarc Klian appciirs to have 
connived at his C 8 cai) 0 , and ho returned to his father, by whom he 
was restricted to the Fort of Piinulla up to the day of Sivajee’s 
death, 5tl! April 1080. Soyera Bacc, stepmother to Sumbajee and 
mother of llajaram, was, with Sivajee, at the time of his death, in 
the Fort of llaigirrh, and laid a jilan with Sivjijco’s principal Ministers 

to conceal that event till Sumbajee had been 
’ ' secured in Punalla, and her own son, llajaratn, 

placed on the throne. The attempt to secure Sumbajee liiiled, and 
lie prepared to defend himself in Punalla, but Kajaram was for- 
mally pl.Tced on the throne in May, and allairs were conducted in 
his name; dissension, however, broke out among his Ministers, and 
Sjimbajce, acting with vigour, marched on Ilaigurh and got possession 
of it in Juno. 


He behaved with great cruelty to his late opponoits, imprisoned 
llajaram, and ])ut to death Soyera lliice and her princi]>al supj)orterH : 
tliis act exasperated her powerful relations, and was the cause of fnjsh 
conspiracies, which were not put down till Sumbajee hud executed 
several Olliccre of note, aj>d, among others, Annajee Duttoo PuntSuchco. 


Tlic cxceutioh of this man, a Prahrnin .'uid gidlant Bui)portcr of 
Siv-ajcc’s, greatly increased Sumbajcc's un])opuIarity. I'Vom this time, 
while Aurungzebe was making vast preparations for subduing the 
Deccan, and even after ho had reduced lle<?jaj)oor and Golconda, Sumbajee 
did little to oppose his progress; he would occiisionally act with vigour 
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and conragv;, but more often wistcil bis strensrfi* in ill-ivn».vrtt\i ex- 
peditions ag-ainst the Khan of Jinjeera aiul the IVvtugueso. Isutovly 
be sunk into babits of gross sensiiably, and xras nbiiuately sein\i> wlnio 


Ihid, page 361. 


in a state of intoxication, by a party of Mv>ivnl 
troops at Sungumesbwur, .v, n. UtSlb and in Uk' 


beginning of August in that year be was publicly tortiuvil and ex«.\nUt.\l 


by Aurungzebe at Tolapoor. 


■\T[I. — Btijaram. His early bistory bas been already narmtcil. 
On Sumbajee’s death it was resolveil by the ('bids asscmbKxi at 
Raigurh to declare Rajaiam regent during the minority of Sutnbsyre s 
sou, Sivajee, better known as Shahoo, who not long after was, with his 
mother, taken prisoner by the Moguls. It was iinpossihle at the 
time to oppose the Moguls by force in the held witli aiiy chance of 
success, and it was with great ditlioully that lb\jaram escaped in 
disguise to Jiujeo, in the Carnatic : hero bo organized a fresh ('ourt, and 


■ Ibid, page 371, nolo. 


was formally seated on tho throne, a. t). l(!l)ft. 
On this circmnstanco Captain Orant oliscrviw— 


"Some of the Mabrattas, jealous of tho riglit of tho elder brancli, do not 
admit that llajaram ever sat on tho throne; they say ho sat on the 
guddoc, or cushivor, merely as regent, bolding tlio powisrs of tlio Stid.o in 
trust for his nephew, Shahoo, then a prisoner in tho Mogul Camp.’* 
Meantime llajaram’s Ofllcers maintained a dcsidtory warlaro in tlio 
Mabratta country. After a protracted resistaneo Jinjeo was bdccii in 
1C9S, but llajaram had previously cscai)cd, and, returning to tho 
Deccan, plundered Kandcish and Gungliturry ; but after an illnoHH 
brought on by ovcr-o.xcrtion in one of tlieso o.\j)cditionH, Ijc died at 
Singhar, Marcli J 700, a month before the capture of Sattara, iJien 


besieged by Aurungzebe in person. 


VITI. — y'arm his (dder widow, immediafely protdaimed her 

own son, Sivajee, and impriaoncil her Inaibaud'a other widow, Jfnjia lltuv, 
with her son. Sum hajoe. She wan an active and aml»itioua wo/nan, and 
was well Hceonded.iiy nunu>roua ahio (.’hiefa, who aolcd ind<'pc/idc/if fy 
with the common olijccd. of plundering the iMojrul«. (Jiizci'/if, Kaodcii'.h, 
Malwa, and Iferar were all ovcirun and laid niuh-r coni lilmtion, ami, a» 
thol'hnperor returned northwanl, many of Ihc fo(l« he loci icdumi wilh 
great dlllienity were re-lidicn by (he iMahialla-i ami, alter Aniiing/o|„.'„ 
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dentil in 1707, the only expedient which nppenred to his successor 
to hold out a prospect of reducing the Alahniltas to obedience was (o 

release Shnhoo and promise him a confirmation 
of Sivajee’s kingdom, with extensive additions, 
should he establish his power and remain faithful to the J3mi>cror. 


IbuJ, page 415. 


IX. — Sfia/ioo. Tarra Baee at first treated Shahoo as an impostor, hut 
he gradually gained ground and soon established himself at Sattara. 
Here, chiefly by the ability’ of Balhajce "Wishwanath, the ancestor of the 
Peishwas, he gr.adually extended his power, and Tarra Baee having boon 
imprisoned at Kolapoor, which she had made her Head Quarters, Shahoo’s 
Generals prosecuted their enterprizes without interruption against the 
distracted empire of the Moguls. 


On Tarra Bace’s deposition Sumbajee, the son of llajaram b}' his 
* youngest ividow, was placed on the throne of 

^Grant Dnff.Tolnnio II., Eloigpoor, 1712 : after a long rcigu hc died, child- 
less, in 1760, the Last of the lineal descendants 
of Sivajee j and two years after his death his widow, Icejee Baee, adopted 
as her husband’s heir. 


X. — Sirajee, the son of Shahjee Bhonsha)', Patel of Kanwut, in the 
District of Indapoor, descended from one of the seven sons of Yillc>jce, 
the granduncle of the gri«it Sivajeej the grandson of the boy thus 
adopted is now on the throne of Kolapoor. 

Shahoo, bred up in the indolence of a Mogul Court, was e.asilj'- per- 
suaded to leave all affairs to his able Slinistcr, and for some years before 
his death was almost in a state of imbecility ; just prenous to his death 
in 17-19 he adopted a son, Bam Kajee, the grandson of Tarra Baee. 
This prince, born after the death of his father in 1712, had been reared 
in such obscurity, that his existence was unknown to all save his grand- 
mother. About the same time Shahoo gave the Peislr wa a Deed, besto wing 

on him the wdiole management of the Mah- 
Volumo IT., Empire on condition of his miiintaining 

the dignity of the house of Sivajee in the person 
of the grandson of Tarra Baee and his descendants. 
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Tlic pnper also tlirccfcil tliat Kolapoor slionld ahvays be considered 


Colonrl IJrip-c’fl IrtlPr lo 
Oovi'ninipnt, No. 1, of tlio 
1st .Iflinwry 1827. 


an independent sovereignty. As far back as 
20tb April 1731 a Partition Treaty bad been 
c.vcciilcd between tbc two kingdoms, in which 


the IVarna River was fi.vod on n.s the common boundary. 


XI . — Ham Hnja was ill calcnlalcd to regain what liis adopted 
fallier had given np. It at one time sniled the.Pcishwas' policj’^ to throw 
doubts on his legitimacy, though the evidence seems, on the whole, 
strong in favor of it j but confinement and an education in obscurity had 
utterly destroyed his spirit, and even the energy of his grandmother 
could make nothing of him as an instrument to head a party. He 
died 12th Decemher 1777, having, a short time hcforc his dcatli, adopted 
Abba Sahib, the sou of Trinibuckjcc Ilhonslay, Patel of Wawce, des- 
cended from ^'ittoico, great-uncle of Sivajec : this adpoted son was 
formally enthroned under the title of 


XII . — Shalioo Maharaj II. Tliis Prince w.as always kept a com- 
plete prisoner j ho made a feeble attempt at revolt in 179S, but though 
some of his adherents, headed by his brother, Chiittcr Singh, made a 
gallant resi.stancc, they were quickly defeated by the Pcishwas' troops 
and the Rajah imprisoned with greater severity than before ; he died 
a prisoner, and was succeeded by his son. 


XIII . — Vruitth Shgh, who was kept a close prisoner by the Pci-shwa, 
R.ajec Row. At the breaking out of the Last Mahratta war, Bajee Row 
took particular pains to secure the person of the Rajah; his two brothers, 
and his mother, and gave orders that they shonld be pat to death rather 
than fall into the hands of the British. Sattara having been taken, 

a Manifesto, dated 11th Februan* ISIS, was 
Gras. Du.., III., *.3. published by 3Ir. Elphinstone in the name 

of the British Government, detailing the causes of the war and 


declaring the determination of the British to take posses.sion of all the 
3Iahratta Territory, except a small tract, to be reserved for the Rajah of 
Sattara. The Rajah and his family were captured after the action 
of Ashteh, 20th February ISIS, and on 11th April he was formally 
enthroned bv the Commissioner. On the 2.5th September 1519 a Treaty 
was ccmclud'ed between the British Government and the Eajali, ceding 
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lo him, his heirs mul siiccespors, in pcrjieiual povcreipfiily, ihc (listricls ho 
has since, possessed, hindinjy him to hold his territory in snhordinale 
co-operation to the British Government., not to increase nor diminish his 
^Ulitary Force without, its sanction, and, ns a fundamental condition, to 
abstain from all intercourse with persons not his own subjects, except- 
ing through the Resident at his Court; the British Government 
charging itself with defence of his territory against external aggression. 

Tlie Raj.ah, having violated this Treaty, was deposed 1839, and died 
at Benares ISIT, leaving no male issue, bnl one daughter, and having, it 
is said, adopted, a few years before his death, the son of Bulwunt Singh 
Bhonslay, better known as Balia Sahib Scnapnttcc, his first cousin 
by birth. 

Ilis next brother having died, without issue, in 1821, the third 
brother, 

XIV. — ShaJiJcc, alins Appa Sahib, sncceeded on his brother’s deposi- 
tion in 1839, and has just died, April 5th 1818, leaving no issue, but 
having, previous to his dcjith, adopted Venknt Rao Bhonslay, of the family 
of Shedgaon, descended from one of the seven sons of Vittojee, the grcal- 
unclc of Sivajec, who, through the Wawee branch, was the ancestor, 
by blood, in the s.amc degree, of the Rajjih himself. 

(Sd.) II. B. 13. Fukkk, 

Jtcshlcnf- nt Suffnr. 


Copy of a letter from A. Jr.\i.r.T. Esq., Ch>cf Scoretavj’ to Goveniment of 
Bombay, to IL Jt. Ei.t.uit, Esq., Socretaty to Government of India, — 
yNo. C5-165, dated the 20lh ifny IS-tS.) 


Is continuation of my letters, dated the 7th, 19lh, and 25th 


1. Minnto by the Iton’blo 
the (late) Governor, dated 
tbo 12tli April ISIS. 

• 2. Minnteby the ITon'blo 
Mr. Kcid, dated tho 25tli 
April ISIS. 

8. Minnteby tho ITon’blo 
Mr. Willonsrbby, dated tho 
l ull May IS IS. 


ultimo, Nos. Gl, 70, and 76, I am directed by 
the llijjht llon’blc the Governor in Council to 
t.ransmit to yon, for submission to the Right 
Hon’blo the Governor General of India in 
Council, copies of the Minutes recorded, as per 
margin, by the llon’blc the (late) Governor 
and the llon’blc jMcssrs. Reid and Willoughby, 
containing an exposition of the difterent lines 
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of policy whioli they deem it expedient sliotdd be pursued conscrjiicnt 
on the death, wilhojit issue, of Ilis Highness the late Ilajah of Saltara. 

2. I am at the same time directed to forward to you, for the 
information of the Right Ilon’hle the Governor General in Council, 
copy of a ^linutc, recorded on the ISth instant, by the Right Ifon'ble 
the Governor, cx])laining the reasons which have induced Ills Lordship 
to defer the expression of his sentiments upon the present question. 

3. Copies of these ^linutcs will be forwarded to the IIonHde the 
Secret Committee bj* this day’s Overland Mail. 


Copy cf a jnrutc hr the GonTilc the Governor, — (dated the I2:h April ISIS.) 

The death of the Rajah of Sattara on the 5th instant gives rise to 
a question re^rding the succession to that Principality. 
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confer an excessive grant in land and money on this child, and for our 
guarantee of such grant j he thus, I think, perceived that it would he 
futile to attempt the adoption of the child, Bulwunt Rao, and thence- 
forth was prompted hy the TJrahmins and hy his own good sense to 
abandon that wish, and to seek among the several branches of Ins house 
the most eligible scion for adoption. It is apparent from Mr. Rrere’s 
report of circumstances, that, had the Bajah survived some daj's longer, 
the selection might have fallen on some other child than the one now 
chosen ; but it is equally clear that he would not have adopted any one 
from the Kolapoor Baj, or from the Wawee branch of the family : besides 
these there were seven nneontaminated branches of his Bhonslay blood, 
and the circumstance of the child now adopted being at Sattara, and 
thus available for the necessary ceremonies, seems to have determined 
the selection, which was made only a few hours before the llajali breathed 
his last, but while he was in perfect possession of his senses, and the 
Surgeon of the Bcsidency, Dr. Murray, attending on him. 

4. Tljis adoption having taken place according to Hindoo usage, 
there can be no doubt but that such adopted son is the late llajah’s leg.il 
heir, and should succeed to all his personal property. The question, 
however, remains whether he is entitled to the sovereignty of the 
Sattara State. 

During the last century, and until the usurpation of their 
authority by the Pcishw.as, the S.att.ara Rajahs were in a position so entire- 
ly independent of any Paramount Power ns to adopt and so to devolve 
the inheritance of their kingdom without the formality of any superior 
sanction I it is ncccssaty’, therefore, to consider how far the existing 
sovercigntv differs from that of former times. 

0. The downfall of the Peishwas put an end to the empire of 
Sivajee, whose representative, the powerless pageant monarch of Saltam, 
was emancipated and restored to real sovereignty by the British Govern- 
ment, whose IVcaty with Sattara of the 2yfh September ISIO is one of 
“ pcq>etual friendship and alliance between the Ilon’blo the Bast India 
Company and Ilis Highness, his heirs and successors.” 

7. To judge from the expressions of ” j>cr]ie(ual frieiulshij)” to a 
man, “ his heirs and successors,” these ordinarily seem to mean a sovc- 
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roi”;nl.y wliitili shonlil not Inppo for want of heirs so long ns there is any 
nnc wlio ojin sncceeii acenrding (o the usages of the people (o whom the 
Treaty nTers : the lad now adopted hy the Kajah is such a successor. 

S. Tlie terms used in the j\f.*ilirnt(a and in the Persian versions of 
the Treaty to correspond with " heirs or snecessors ” are still more explicit 
and ainjde : these are, “ Furjimd, Wu \Varisan, wu Kaim !Mukaman/’ 
that is, "jirogcnj’, heirs, and representatives;” the last word meaning 
literally "oecuj)ants of (he place.” 

The sanction of the Paramount State is hy custom required to 
render an adoption (o a Principality valid. In the time of our prede- 
cessors this w.Ts a source of profit to (he treasury. We require its 
oliecrvancc for the hotter purpose of averting the dissensions and bloodshed 
(hat would otherwise ensue from the vindication of rival pretensions. 
(J.'in we here witln)ul- injustice exercise that right of sanction to the 
extent of |wohihiting adojition ? And, if this he answered in the negative, 
is (he exorcise of that right, now required in order to support any other 
claim in preference to that of this adopted son ? 

1 0. The Treaty states that the British Government " determined, in 
coiisidemtinn of the antiipiity of the house of Ilis Highness the Rajah of 
Sattara, to invest him with a sovereignty sufficient for the maintenance 
of his family in comfort and dignitj'; and the Rajah engages for himself, 
his heirs and succcssons,” to hold the territory in subordinate co-operation 
with the British Government; .and "subordinate co-ojicration” is ex- 
jdained in the Treaty’ to mean that the British Government shall protect 
the llajah from external aggression ; that the Rajah shall not correspond 
with foreign potentates, &c., &c. 

1 1 . There are manj- instances of States hold subordinate to another 
in all external relations, the duration of whoso sovereignty it is never 
supposed could bo justly terminated by the superior State in default of 
direct heirs. 

12. The present Chairman of the Hon'ble the Court of Directors 
in a ^[inute of dissent from the decision of the Court, dated 1st April 
IS‘10, (fide Parliamentary papers, E.ajali of Sattara, Part II., 14th August 
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1843, Home of Commons) in reference to the anticipation by the 
Government of Bombay that this Principality might escheat, observes — 
" Admitting too that the Bajah was guilty of an infraction of the 
Treaty, it does not follow that it was such as to cause his blood to he 
attainted. If the Bajah should hare no legitimate issue, it was competent 
to him to adopt, and his heir might he perfectly innocent and he justly 
entitled to the inheritance under the Treaty. The Gh)vernmeht of Bom- 
bay seem, indeed, to anticipate that the Principality may escheat at no 
distant period to our Government by the demise of Appa Sahib, but 
the Principality is hereditary, and should the Bajah leave no issue or 
natural heirs, he may adopt; and adoption with a Hindoo is not only^ a 
right, hut a duty. I have the highest authority for stating that, even in 
the case of a fief or dependency, a legal adoption cannot be barred by the 
Government or Lord Paramount." 

13. In the instance of Scindiah's throne, the terms guaranteeing 
succession were similar. In 1827, when Dowlut Bow Scindiah died without 
an heir, or without even any testamentary declaration as to his successor, it 
was permitted to his widow, in concurrence with the advice of the British 
representative, to adopt a child, and an Article was executed on the part 
of Baiza Baee as regent, confirming the former friendship of the two 
States and recognizing the adopted- child under the title of Junkojee 
Bao as the legitimate sovereign of the late Maharajah’s dominions. 

14. We have by the same means sanctioned the perpetuation of 
Holkaris dominions. 

15. In the case of the territory of Angria, which has lapsed for 
. failure of heirs, the British Government in the Treaty of July 1822, Article 

4, especially reserved to itself "the right of conferring investiture on the 
Chief of Colaha on any vacancy of musnud hut in this case it was 
the hope of a posthumous male child, which alone prevented the Chief's 
adoption of a son ; and as a child was bom and placed on the guddee, a 
subsequent adoption by the •widows of his father "was not permitted. 

1C. Since 1819 the British Government has permitted adoptions 
in the jaghcers of the Punt Suchco, the Pmit Pritinidy, the Nirabalkur of 
Phultun, and the DuJIlay of Juth ; these Chiefs rank only as jaghcerdars. 
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tlioiijth fcparato Treaties «'ere concluded witli eacli when we took the 
count ry ; hut I know of no reason which could have been iirged for per- 
mitting adoption in their cases which would not appl}* with much 
grreator force in the present instance. 

17. If it he inconsistent with justice to refuse confirmation to the 
act of adoption, it is useless to enquire whether it is better for the 
interests of the i)eople or of the empire at largo to govern the Sattara 
Territories through the medium of a Native Bajah, or by mc.aus of our 
own Administnition. 

IS. It is, however, a question of more than speculative interest 
whether the j>oliey which guided j\Ir. Elphinstonc in ISIS can be said 
to have failed. In deciding this question, we should look, not to the 
trouble occasioned to the (lovcnimcnt of India by the agitation on 
behalf of the lix-llajali, but to the degree in which the existence of Sattara 
as a sepanite State has ])roniotcd the internal security of this part of the 
Pecean. Umpiestionably a Native Government conducted as that of 
Sattara has for some time been is a source of strength to the British 
Government. 

10. I believe there can be no doubt ns to the regularity of the 
adoption according to the Hindoo Law and I^Iahratta usage. Since the 
time of Si v.'ijce there have been two adoptions in the S.nttara family : 
llnin Baja was adopted in 1750 by Sliahoo Maharajah from the house of 
Kolapoor, descended from their common ancestor, Sivajee, On the 
death of Bam Baja in 1770, he wiis succeeded by his ado^^ted sou, Shahoo 
i^Iaharajah the II., the father of the Bajah just deceased : he w.ts of the 
house of "Wawoc, which stood in exactly the same relation to Sivajee 
as the house of Shedgaon, to which the boy now adoi^tcd belongs. 

20. During the same period there has been one adoption in the 
kindred house of Kolapoor, Sumbajee, the grandson of Sivajee, ha\-ing 
adopted, in 1702, a son from the house of Kunwut, which stood iu the 
same relation to Siv.ajec as the houses of "Wawee and Shedgaon. 

\ 

21. In the house of Tanjorc there has been at least one adoption ; 
this house is descended from the half-brother of Sivajee, and the father 
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of tlio present Rajah of T:tnjorc was adopted ont of the Jintce family, 
which stood in the same relation to Sivajee and his half-hrothcr as the 
houses of Kxinwntj M awee. and Slieditaon. Those foxir housesj tosjether 
with those of Monga-, Oodhut, and Knlns^ trace their descent fnjin seven 
l.'rothers, children of Vittojee Bhonslay, who was hrothcr to Mallojce, 
the "randHithcr of Sivajee. 

22. As regards rival claimants to snceeed to the throne of Sattara^ 
it may he safer to leave each claimant to bring forwanl his own case, 
hnt in the last memorandum he snhmittcd to the British Govern- 
ment jnst before his death the Rajah specially ohjocted to two possible 
claimants, ri:., the brother of the Riijah of Kolapoor and the child 
adopted by the late Zx-Riyab at Benares. 

2ii. As regards any Kolapoor claimsj the l?.artition Tre.aty of the 
2t)th April 1731 appears to bar any pretension which the house of 
Kolapoor might have other than that of being eligible for adoption. 

2i. As regards the claims of the Ex-Rajalds adopted son, it is to 
be observed that nothing can i>ossibly be urged on Ins Wbalf which 
might not Ik: stated m'tU llir grc.nfer force in behalf of his adoption b}' 
ibe late Rajah. 

20 . Tlic late R.njah dicvl in possession of the throne, to which the 
TriXity of 1S32 have given liim all the claims which his brother could 
ever have possesseil : even those who question the justice of the IJx- 
Rajah's deposition must admit that the title of the late Rajah to the 
throne was at the time of his death without tlaw, and that, had he left a 
natural heir, the sueeessiotJ of that heir could not, on any principle of 
iirtice, have l*eon opjKvsv'd. An adopted son stands precisely in the same 
Tvlation as the natural heir, and whatever right the Ex-Rajah may have 
had to adapt, the same inii<t be CvmccNled to his brother, who died on the 
tlironc. IVhatever nwy he the supposed u-rongs of the Ex-Rajah, it 
would Iv a strange mixle of rop-aration to right them by disinheriting 
the lawfully ailopte^I heir of his bretther, who, up to the day of his death, 
wa< the unvarying loyal ally of his British patrons. It is not ucccssaiy 
to snpp>=e, a< apprehended by the Raj.ab, that the advent of the adopted 
of the Ex-Rajah would be the death of all the jiresont Royal family. 
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Imt tlu'ro oau bo no (jncstion as lo ilic lamcnlnble cffocts that would 
follow snob a ooiiutor-rcvolution. 

20. In a nia((or such as (bis question of resumption of a territory 
rowveivd by \js and restored to an aneient dynasty, I would observe that 
wo are inonilly bouttd to give .‘■’Oinc consideration to the sense in whicli 
wo indiici'd or porinitted tbc other parlj* to understand the terms of a 
mutual Agreement. "Wliatevcr we intend in favor of an ally in peqie- 
tuity when e.\eenting a Treaty witli him on that basis, by that wo ought 
to abide in our relations with bis suceessor until he proves himself 
unworthy. We should look for escheats, not from such a source ns the 
doubtful meaning of the sti]uilntion of an Agreement, but from the 
ineorrigiblo miseonduct of allies when thrown back, as they should 
be, on the rosponsibiHlie.s of tbc sovereign rights relinquished to them, 
ri'iulering jninishmcnt in such cases signal and salutary by abstaining 
from half measures, such as largely pensioning or managing for the delin- 
quent, tw substituting his child, wife, or Minister. 

27. I am sensible that, geographically considered, this tcrritoiy 
would seem to bo a connecting link between our Deccan and S. M. 
Country, and that it is highly important, therefore, that we should have 
a firm hold of it ; but I wovdd prefer lo maintain this hold by means 
of the all-iiowerful intlucnce derivable from a scrupulous adherence to 
the letter and the spirit of our Treaties. 

2S. Ambiguity is the characteristic of most of our Treaties iu 
this country, occasioned for the most part by the reliance of able 
Vakeels on their talents to turn ambiguous e.\prcssions to good .account; 
but, if we allow ourselves on such occasions to be over-reached, we deserve in 
after-times to pay the penalty. In the present instimcc the terms and 
intention of the Treaty appear to me to be remarkably distinct and 
perspicuous ; should any doubt, however, be entertained, Jlr. El^diiustone 
and Captain Grant Dutf, under whose directions it was drawn, could be 
referred to as to their understanding of the words at the time the 
Treaty was concluded. 

29. Our views and our practice in India in regard to adoptions 
to Chiefships have been inconsistent and capricious; we have no 
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Hindoo laws to guide us in such eases : it will, therefore, he convenient 
for us and acccptahlo to the people if the defcrniinalion of the present 
question should lead to the declaration of fixed principhjs for the regula- 
tion, under the authority of the British Government, of successions in 
default of heirs. 

30. The accompanying Genealogical Tree exhibits the Sattara 
family, past and present. 


(Sd.) G. Ceeek. 


Copy of a Minute by the IIon'iile Mn. Heid, — (dated tbc 23tb April 1818.) 

I feel assured that the Government of India and the Home 
Authorities will entirely approve of our Ilon’ble President's proceedings 
on the occasion of the lamented demise of the late Ibijah Shahjee of 
Sattara. 


2. The quc-stion of the disposal of the Principality on this Prince’s 
having left no issue is one of great moment; the Ilon'blc the Pre- 
sident thinks that the British Government must confirm the adoption 
made by His Highness, immediately before his death, of a son from the 
cogcratc house of Shedgaon, and allow that son to succeed to the 
kingdom. 

3. In my view the question is one to be decided purely on grounds 
of expediency. I CJinnot recognize any indefeasible right in a son whose 
adoption has not been sanctioned by the Paramount Power to succeed; 
that sanction is as much necessary to render such an adoption Vtalid, as is 
any other form which the usage of the country or the religious law of 
the party may prescribe. 

4. A right to grant implies a right to withhold such sanction; 
no one can, I presume, deny the claim of the British Government to be 
the Lord Paramount throughout India, and least of all throughout the 
country formerly under the rule of the ^lahrattas. Tliis Paramount 
Power is still less to be questioned in the present instance, since we our- 
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•■■•Uv' ihi’ MiSiriUmto sowroignty, llic disposal of wliicli is now 
tiioliT oi'iisidi'nitioii. . 


r>. TIk' liTins of the Treaty of ISIP convey the ceded territory 
fv> the Kajali, hi'-' "heirs anti snceessors." Of tlic words used in the 
Mahnitta ainl IVrsian versions, " I'liijniid, 'Warisan, wn Kaiin Mnkaman, 
the lir.'t, *' I'nrjnnd," jneans, in Persian, a child, whether male or feinnlc; 
it i‘5 scarcely aih'jite.l into the Mahratta language, and where it is so, not 
always in its (nn* sen^e, as in some part of the ^lahraitn territory it means 
a slave horn in a Prince’s family : the second, " 'Warisan,” is an Arabic 
wonl, meaning generally heirs, and is much used in Mahratta : the third, 
Kaini Mnham, is Arahic, meaning a Vicegerent or Ijicnlcnnnt, and what 
is intended hy the intro<lnetinn of sneh a word, which, I believe, is 
unhnown as having any definite meaning throughout the Mahratta 
territory, 1 am at a loss (o discover; probably there was a ditliculty in 
translating the word "successors” in the Knglish Treaty, and this was 
jneani to ^^'p^'sent it. 1 consider the translation anything hut felicitous, 
and tlie terms used, osjH'eially in a doenment having reference to a 
Hindoo family, indefinite and ohsenro. 


fi. There ajipe.ars, however, to be no necessity for our looking 
beyond the I'aiglisb version, and in the present instance we need consider 
<inly Ibo first term used, that of “ heirs we can have no concern with 
a successor, who is not an heir. 


7 . Hail Slialijcc left, m.nlc issue, there could have been no question 
of the entire right of sneh a son to sueeeed to the imismid. The 
Hon’hle the Proident ap[icars to consider that an adopted son Ims the 
same right, and in this ] .>i|innld fully agree with him had that adoption 
received the sanction of the llritish Government. I cannot admit that 
sneh estates or fids are to ho treated precisely as jirivale property, and 
to fidlow strictly the law of succession which the code of the party pre- 
Fcrihes. In these matters ns.age overrules, or adds to the law, and a 
deviation from such usage invalidates an adoption, so far as the State is 
concerned, ns much as any deviation from tho formalities required hj* the 
law. If, indeed, Ihc sanction of the Paramount Power is not essential, 
and if wilhont it the claim of an adopted son is perfect, \diat was the 
advantage of oiir declining to grant the late Itajah’s request, and need* 

2 I 
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Icssly cmbiltcrin" bis lust moments by leaving the question of bis sanc- 
tion in doubt ami uncertainty? 

8. The President lias quoted {paragraph li), as in support of bis 
opinion, the ^finute of the late Chairman of the ilon’ldc the Court of 
Directors on the occasion of the deposition of the Ux-Kajah in 1S:55). 
The views therein expressed arc certainly not those acknowledged on this 
side of India, and they are moreover those of a gentleman in the 
minority on the question then before the Court, since otherwise the 
late Itajah Shahjee would never have been raised to the throne. I have 
been unable to procure the printed volume in which this ^[iuute is 
to be found, but I presume it must contain IMinutcs of a didcrent ten- 
dency and (.ludging from the result) of superior authority. 

9. If a successor is to bo admitted, I entirely concur with the 
Ilon’ble the President in the opinion that he should be the son ndo]ited 
in his last moments by His Highness Shahjee. Our Treaty of 1S19 was 
with Purtab Singh, his heirs and successors ; all his ancestry and those 
springing from them were passed by j no right was confirmed to them. 
The other brnnohos of the finnily .springing from Kellojec Uabjec, the 
grcat-gnmdfalhcr of Sivajeo, and the first pedigree accompanying the 
Ilon’ble the President’s Minute, have no part in the settlement; they 
might, perhaps, claim the titvdar dignity of Ilaj.ah of Sattara, but they 
can have no pretension to the territorial sovereignty which was createil 
in fiivor of Purtab Singh, lly the nrnmgemcut of 1839 his brother was 
specially admitted to the benefit of that settlement, and the adopted son 
of the last recognised possessor of the throne must have a preferable 
right to that of the adopted son of the deposed Itajalv or any other 
claimant, 

10. I can consider it no v.nlid argument that we ought to rocog- 
nize this adoption because wo have recognized others ; what may have 
been the motives of the Government of India in I'ccognizing those of 
Seindiah and Ilolkar, (who, moi-eovcr, wei'o alwsiys more free and indepen- 
dent of our authm-ity than the Sattara llajahs have been,) we have no 
means of Irnowing. I have no doubt the}' were founded on tlio best and 
soundest polic}’ ; within our own Provinces wo have sometimes sanctioned 
adoptions, sometimes declined to do so. Each case has been decided on 
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its own merits ; .^nll this course should, in nij’’ opinion, be followed in the 
present case, and in all future cases which maj' arise. 

11. To admit the right of adoption in all cases would be to vitiate 
our proceedings in numerous instances ; we should have to retrace our 
steps, to place an Angria on the guddoo of that Principality, to review 
the Sbitc of hlandavee, and even to restore the jagheers of the Chiefs of 
the Southern Hlahratln Country, which have lapsed to us in default of 
issue. I .think we cannot too distinctly uphold the principle that no 
ado])tion by which subordinate States or property'" held hj"^ the State 
is affected can be valid without the sanction of the sovereign authority. 

12. Whether it is expedient in this case to admit the adoption and 
the succession to the Sattara musnud is a question fur the decision of the 
Highest Authorities. In favor of this course are the policy of conciliat- 
ing the population of what formed the Slahratta Empire, the advantage 
of having a perfectly friendly and dependent State in the heait of our 
districts, whose power and influence can be made use of by us in the 
maintenance of internal tranquillity, and probably a conviction that, under 
the mild and e.xcellent Government of the late Rajah, his country flourished 
in a degree with wliich our neighbouring districts cannot well sustain a 
comparison. 

13. As to the eflect on the Mahrattas as a nation, I believe that 
beyond the Sattara territory itself the continuance or extinction of djmas- 
ty would be viewed with perfect indifference. The good Government of 
the late Eajah necessarily endeai’ed his own subjects to him, and they 
would doubtless feel the breaking up of his petty Court, the .absence of 
employment among his retainers hitherto open to many of the higher 
families, and the substitution for the more, loose and patriarchal system 
of Government under a Hindoo sovereign, of the definite and unbend- 
ing laws of our Administration, which is far less palatable to Natives 
of India than that of well-conducted Native States under a mild and 
sensible Prince. 

li. Whether the existence of the separate Government of Sattara 
has in any way contributed to the interntal security of our Provinces is 
a question on which it is difflcult to arrive at any very definite conclusion. 
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Dnrinp: tlio distnrl):iiieos a fow* years ag«i in Kolapoor, wc availed onm'lvi-s 
of Hk* co-operation of Sattani, and that ierritt'rv remained ])errcetly tran- 
«jnil ; but onr districts of IJeljranni and Dliarwar, at a distance from Sattara 
and close to the scene of the disturbances, remained ])erfcetly trancpiil 
also: and I know of no grotinds for Iwlicvin" that, had Sattara been a 
Province of the Pritish riovernment, the result would have lx>en in 
any respect did'erent. No' doubt, had the Itajali been of an intripuinir 
disposition and actuated by unfriendly feelin'rs, he might have caused 
annoyance secretly without subjecting himself to be called to account 
for breach of Treaty. 'I’lie advant.ago or disadvantage, therefore, of 
having this Principality in the heart of our territory must greatly depend 
on the character and feelings of the reigning Prince. 

15. I believe it will be univers.ally admitted that the manner in 
which holh their Highnesses, Purtah Singh and Shahjee, administered the 
intcrn.al affairs of the Sattara St.atc w.ns such ns to hold them u]) as 
models to alt Indian Princes. 

Ifi. The .arguments in favor of enforcing our right to the lapse 
•arc founded on the position of this territory intervening between our 
Provinces of the Hece.an and .Southern Mahratta Country, thu.s separating 
our two large Military Stations of Poonati and llelgaum, and on the 
inexpediency of allowing so large a portion of the revenues of the 
country to be diverted from the purpo>xs of the general Covernment, for 
which the resources now at its command are notoriously inadequate. 

must be just before wc are generous, just to the community at largo 
b.d'ore we are generous to an individiml family. Our want of means 
prevents our doing ju'-tiec to the country and imjiroviiig it in the many 
ways of which it is capable ; and it is a matter for serious cousidenitioa 
how f.ir we should be justified in declining to avail ourselves of an opportu- 
tuty by which those means may be legitimately augmented, and the 
public revenue of this Pre.-idenev mav be brought more nc.irlv to the 
staudarvl of its expenditure. 


11 Minti!.' tiy tJic lbj\’r,T.r .Mn. IVti.t-ocfiniu,— (ilatcd tlic 1 itii >riiy IVC*.) 


an. 


On rs'ra'i.itis like the jiri’-i.'iit, alien subji'cts of great iin|i<irt« 
are ! ubmiltixl fjr the iJ.^.^rd’.s coii'idiTation, a Member of Oovern- 
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niont experiences this difficulty: he must either record his opinion 
iinnicdi.atcly, or, bj’ detaining the paijers under discussion for a consider- 
able period, he must cause a delay in their transmission for the decision 
of the Supreme Authoritj'. 

2. I experience this difficnltj'' iu the present instance : a more 
important question than that of the continuance or extinction of the 
Sattara State has not arisen since I became a Member of this Govern- 
ment. It docs not affect that State exclusively, but raises the general 
question of what is the right policj' to be pursued towards .any other 
Native State of India under similar circumstances; in other words, it 
raises the question whether, on failurh of heirs natural, it is expedient to 
absorb them in the general sovereignt}* of the Anglo-Indian Empire, 
or to continue them by the Hindoo custom of adoption. 

S. A question of this gr.ave .and comprehensive character can only 
he determined after much study and research and the most dispassion- 
ate consideration, and with a full knowledge of the prerogatives vested 
in the Governments we have succeeded. It requires also to be considered 
with reference to the marvellous and extraordinary course of events 
bv which the Bi-itish nation has become the undisputed Lord Para- 
mount throughout India, and, what is of still more importance, with 
reference to the means best adapted for strengthening and consolid.ating 
British power in this country, not merely from motives of self-aggrandize- 
ment, but for the welfare and happiness of the millions who, under 
Providence, are now subjected to our rule. 

4: It is not my intention at present to enter at length upon the 
discussion of this interesting topic. I am aware that our late Hon’ble 
President was anxious that the question now pending regarding the 
Sattara succession should be forwarded, with as little delay as possible, 
to tlie high Authorities, by whom alone it can be determined; of 
neccssitv, therefore, I must confine my rem.arks within as narrow a 
compass as I am able. 

5. I shall first observe that on the general question my views are 
very much in accordance with those recorded by the Government of 
India in ISll, when the question of the Coloba succession was under 
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discussion. TJiat Govermnont wns composed as slated in (lie margin, 

horA A..rklan.l, Oover- far as related to llic internal 

nor General, Mr. Uinl, Jlr. administration of India, was surpassed by no 
Innscp. former Government in ability and zeal, and in 

.an anxious and conscientious desire to promote the rc.al interests of the 
Empire at large. On reference to the IMinutcs of Lord Aucbland and liis 
colleagues, it will bo seen that they were unanimously of opinion that 
our policy should be “ to ])erscvcre in the one clear and direct course 
of abandoning no just and honorable accession of territory or revenue, 
while all existing claims of right arc at the same time scrupulously 
respected.” 

G. Or in the language of a former Slembcr of this Government in 
advertence to the (juc.stion of the ^landavcc suc- 
dalcdtho“Gth\VnylS°"’- cession*— ” On the general rpiestion of taking 

these escheats when they fall in, I have even 
more confirmed opinions than when 1 last wrote on the subject : 1 would 
take nothing without the clearest right; I would stmin no point to make 
out that right. But when the right clearly falls, I would unhesitatingly 
take the accpiisition which the right gives, and upon this great view 
that we, in taking that which has jjislly and leg.ally become our property, 
extend a dominion of just principles in which the great object is 
the good of the people, who have, 'in fact, become our subjects, I 
hold our Government for the good of the people, for the advancement of 
intelligence, to bo incomparably belter than the Government of any 
Native State, not only or chiefiy in the immediate operation of our 
system, but in the great end that is ever in our view, and which 
our princijdes and our Administration must in time surely bring about.” 

7. I entirel}’’ concur in these sentiments : I am no advocate for the 
extinction of the Native States of India by violent and unjust means; 
when, however, they fairly lapse to us, as they would have done to the 
Government which preceded us, I would not, except under special cir- 
cumstances, perpetuate them by adoption under what I conceive to be 
a groundless impression, that any accession of territory weakens, rather 
than strengthens, our authority in this country. Not only does the entire 
external defence of India devolve on the British Government, but in 
numerous instances we are bound to protect these Native States from 



Arpnxnix. 


Ixxi 

n^^rcssit'ii from wi'llioul and roliullion wifliiii; wc cannot escape from the 
olili^afion of onr subsidiary alliances, hut it cannot be denied they have 
jiroduved <rroal evils in the subsidized (erritory. The only check on dcs- 
])iilism, “the wild justice of reveu'fe,” is destroyed, for, wliatcver may be 
the oppression and misrule in these Slates, all hoj)e of cifectual resistance 
is friKtrated l»y the certainty of our ultimate interference. I am satis- 
tied that the extension of Ilritish law.s .and institutions, tempered with a 
due regard to th»! customs and prejudices of the jieoplo of India, must 
benelit the ma'ises, and I would therefore, in c.ascs of fair lajjsc from want 
of natural heirs, exercise what 1 believe to be onr undoubted j^rerog-ative, 
or that of refusing to recognize heirs by .adoption. 

S. With these i»roliminary remarks I now proceed to notice the 
two (piestions wliicli arise consequent on the late Ilajah of Snttnr.1 having 
died childless, namely, 1 a 7, whether Ilis Highness had an inherent right 
to adopt, so as thereby to c(mvey to the adopted son the right of suc- 
cession to the Sattara State; and iml, on the supposition that he did not 
possess such right, is it incumbent, or expedient, that the British Govern- 
ment shonld confer the right by confirming the adoption and continu- 
ing the Sattara State in favor of the child adojdcd ? On both these 
questions did'erenccs of opinion may be expected; my own opinion is, that 
the late Ilajah did not possess an inhcivnt right of adoption so as to 
affeet the succession, and that, taking all circumstances into considera- 
tion, it is not expedient that Govcruincnt should confer the right. 

0. On the first question it may be observed that the "creation of 
the Sattara sovereignty in lSlS-19 w.as an act of spontaneous liberality 
on tlie part of the British Government. It will not, I imagine, be dis- 
puted that at the close of the war we had as much right to retain the 
territory comprehended in that sovereignty as we had to retain any 
other portion of the territory which belonged to the Peishwa; our right 
was the strongest of all rights, or that derived from the successful ter- 
mination of an unprovoked war. The Rajahs of Sattara had long ante- 
cedent! v become virtually extinct .os rulers; they retained the title, but 
none of the attributes, of power; they were 

lIouSTcicrLMtontc! Pageant monarchs of 

Sattara," maintained by the Peishwa for politi- 
cal objects : we found them immured in a fort and in a prison, and we 
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placed them on certain conditiong on a throne. To our generosity the 
late Bajah and his brother were indebted for the restoration of a portion 
of the territory which had formerly' belonged to Sivajee, and of which 
the}' had long before been deprived by the Peishwa j whatever rights, 
therefore, they possessed must be loolied for in the Treaty of 1819, under 
■which the Sattara Slate was created, and not in what may have been the 
practice before the usurpation of their authority by the Peishwas, This 
Treaty conferred the sovereignty on the Rajah, liis heirs and successors, 
but does not, in my judgment, confer a right on failure of heirs natural to 
create an heir by adoption. Admitting, however, the reverse for the sake 
of argument, to render such an adoption valid as far as relates to succes- 
sion to the State according to the immemorial and almost universally ad- 
mitted custom of India, the confirmation and sanction of the Paramount 
authoiily of India is essential. 

10. The question of the right of the Princes and Chiels to secure 
the succession to their estates by adoption has of late been much dis- 
cussed, and I had occasion to allude to it at some length in my Minute* 
of the 0th September last, on the dispute which has been lately settled 

_ between tlie llaij)oot Principalities of JSdur and 
* Tide paragraphs 15, GO, , - t i -i. it i.* r *T 

and 09, aud notes to para- Ahmednuggur. I think it was there satislactonly 

l25audX2Gol that- established that the "consent of the Suzerain 
or Iiord Paramount is indispensable to the 
validity of an adoption involving succession to a Principalit}', Jagheer, 
Surinjam, or even Enams."''' In support of this position I cited proots to 
show that this practice prevails throughout this Presidency, and, as far 
as I could ascertain, throughout India ; it certainly prevails in the 
States of Gwah'or, Indore, Bhopal, Nagpore, Mehidpoor, and in 
Bundelkhund and Bajpootana. My information is principally derived 
from a Report of Mr. Hart, Enam Commissioner in the Southern 
Mahratta Country, dated the 27th March 181-7, in which is embodied 
tbe result of a reference on the subject to the ditferent Besidents of the 
Native States of India. 

11. The practice prevailed at Sattara itsell^ and I am at a loss to 
conceive on what plea it can be contended tliat Sattara should now be 
exempted from the general rule. In J819 it was the policy of the day 
to conler that sovereignty on a particular fiimily, but in the absence of 
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any stipulation to the contrary, the "ift cannot, in opposition to univer- 
sal custom, he conveyed to another hy adoption without the sanction of 
. „ , . , . the power from whom tlic gift proceeded. In 

llon'Mn Comi of Dinvtor.i the laiigiMfrc of llic TIon’l)lc Court" our sanc- 

PiiiIio MmKlavporaso.iTntoil requisite, "iiot, indeed, to the validitj’ of 

tJ.c noth DecomWr 18)2. /. \ • , -w -i. 

the adoption or to tiie private rights whicii it 

ronfers, hut to ciiahle the adopted son to succeed to the Chiefship.^’ 

Xcither the adoption hy tlic late Jt.ajah of Sattara nor that hi' the Ex- 

IJajali of Sattani at. JlL'iiares could convey political rights; it may be 

admitted that they iiossesscd the right to adopt, hut this can only atfcct 

the siicce.ssion to ]irivatc property. In support of this ma,y bo cited the 

ci'lehnited ease which occurred at llarodn in ISlfl : Itadlia ]3acc,thc widow 

of I'littoh Singh, Guicowar, was permitted to adopt, but her adopted son 

did not succeed to the iniisniid. The brother of the deceased Prince 

succeeded, and, after a reign ofi!2 years, was, a few months ago, succeeded 

hy his eldest son. Itadlia Pace’s .adopted son was entitled to nothing 

heyond the private properly of his adoptive parents. 


12. In fact, the custom of the sanction of the Lord Paramount 
being essential to the validit}’ of adoptions conveying sovereign and 
territorial rights is so ancient and extensive throughout India as to 
have the clfoct of law, and the rc.ason of the custom is obvious. It was 
the practice of former Governments to make extensive grants of laud, 
either hereditarily or for life, .as the reward of good sci'vice or to favorites, 
at. the c.apricc of the Prince; lienee the enormous .alienations of the 
public revenue which arc found to exist in every part of India, the 
extent of which was alone checked by the power of resumption at the 
c.aprice of the Prince, or more frequently often on failiwe of heirs. The 
grant in the latter instaiiec being sonietiracs continued on p.ayment of 
a large nuzzerana or relief, wo have invariably respected these alienations, 
cxccjit on failure of heirs, when resumption has been the rule and a 
continuance of the grant the exception. The following opinion recorded 


• sir. Anderson. 


in 1S31 by one of the ablest* and most experi- 
enced Judicial Oflicci's of this Presidency ma}’ be 


cited in support of the view above taken : — 


" An adoption, therefore, thus once cshablishcd cannot be set aside, 
but it cannot convoy property in which another has interest, such as the 

2 K 
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relation of the ruling authority in respect to rights and propertias which, 

failing a real son of a jagheerdar, would escheat to it ; for such a right, 

which would fall to the State, the consent of the State is essential." 

This opinion was pronounced as a Judge of the Sndder Adawlut, the other 

Judges of the Court only so far differing from 

Scraeta^WilionghV^laatea Mr. Anderson that they considered that the fact 

the 11th April 1831, and -which he assumed as a matter of course, or per- 
nccompamments. -ip i -i i i r • 

haps from personal knowledge ot cncumstances, 

would, in the event of trial, require proof by evidence that Government 

has a right to prevent adoptions where its own interests are concerned ; 

at the same time they were of opinion that, until the point had by some 

means been decided in the negative. Government need not give up the 

right by refraining from the exercise of any prerogative. 


13. On this occasion the Government of Lord Clare resolved* 
* Mr. Secretary Bax's Continue to grant or to withhold its per- 


letter, dated the 28th April 
1831. 


mission to .adopt according to circumstances,” 
and sudi has always been the practice of this 
Presidency. It does not appear to me that the proceedings of Govern- 
ment in regard to the exercise of this prerogative have been so capricious 

and inconsistent as is supposedthy our late Hon’ble 
President. It is usual to decide each case on its 
merits according to the principles prescribed by 
the Hon’ble Court of Directors in their Despatch- 
es quoted in the margin ; the nature of these 
may be gathered from the following extracts : — 
“ "We there stated it to be our wish that wher- 
ever the tenure of the estate and the custom of 
previous Governments are such that the refusal 
of your permission to adopt would be cousidered an act of harshness, 
still more when it would be considered an injury, the permission 
should be given, but otherwise not, unless as a reward merited either 
by special services or by general fidelity and good conduct, and especially 
by a good administration of the jagheer. It is your duty not to violate 
any express or constructive right, nor to defeat any just expectation ; but 
when your refusal to recognize an adoption would not have any such 
effect, we are not disposed to renounce the prospective claims of Govern- 
ment, unless when the Chief or family in whose favor the renunciation 


t Vide his Hinnto, para- 
graph 29. 


11th Jnne 1834. 
26th Sept. „ 
Wth Nov. 18-tl. 
26th Oct. 1842. 
5th Feb. 1845. 
18th Mar. „ 
23rd Dec. 1^6. 
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is soUcilcil may have deserved reward at our hands, and when this mode 
of eonrerrin<j it is most eligihle in respect of the interests of all parties, 

including hotli the Government and the inhahi- 
ititc”ihc^nth'Tmo tlicjaghcer*;” and on another oeeasion, 

when rejwatiii" these orders, the Ilon’hlc Court 
ohservedt — " On the whole, therefore, wc are 
unable to frame any more precise direction for 
yonr guidance in such cases than that, wherever 
it is optional with von to give or withhold your consent to adoptions, 
that indnlgenec should ho the exeoption, not the rule, and should never 
he granted hut as a special mark of favor and approbation/’ 


+ llmi'litp Court’s Icltor, 
till) SGth September 

ISU. 


1 1 . On the above principles, on failure of heirs natural, permission 
to adopt has been refused in the cases of the petty States of Colaba and 
Mandavee, and of the Jaghcers of Ncpancc, Chinchnee, Sonce, and others 
of minor importance in the Deccan and Southern Alahratta Country, which 
hiivo in consequence become incorporated into the general sovereignty: on 
the other hand, as exceptions to the general rule, the Chief of Sanglec, 
th«)ngh still alive, has, for his loyalty and attachment to the British 
Government, been allowed to adopt a son, and an adopted son has been 
allowed to succeed to the Jumkhuudee Jaghcer on the death of its former 
Chief, " who, from his uniform loyaltj' and the good administration of 

„ „ „ his iagheer, had the strongest claims to that 

patcii, ilafod tho I7tu Jio- indulgence. J ^he lour instances ol adoption 
vcmbcristi. alluded to in tho IGth paragraph of our late 

Hon’blc President’s iMinulc were not sanctioned on the same principles. 
Tlie parties adopting stood nearly in the same relation to the Eajah of 
Saltara as the latter did to us; they were his vass.als, and when he 
as their Suzerain sanctioned the adoptions, tho British Government, 
when applied to as Suzerain over all, did not deem it expedient to 
withhold its confirmation. 

15. "With one important exception the opinions of most of the 
distinguished men who have of late j’cars been connected with the 
Administration of India, at all events those which have passed under 
my observation, are, in conformity with the Rules laid down by the 
Iloii’ble Court, that is, they are, ns a general system, adverse to adoptions. 
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* In IV lol.lpr to llio 
vuriiiiiuiil-orimlin. 


Go* 


t Thoy nro rnponlnd in 
nn olnliomto Minnio, ilnlixl 
ilin lOlli •Tnnn 1S2S, nnil 
worn (liitinnitoil fiinn liy (lio 
llon'liln Court in (lii'ii l)oi<* 
])!\(cli (Inti'll iiio nUi 8(']i* 
toinbur 1822. 


t Dnleil ISlli Polirtmry 

isua. 


except, ns rclnles to private jirojuirl.y. The Iti-sL I hnvo Rcon was recently 

recorded* hj' Jlr. Ilaniilton, llio prc.'ient. tdilo 
lle.'vidcnti at Ilollcnr’s Court. 'J’ho cxeciition w.hb 
the Lite Sir John Mnlcohn, who, I admit., is a 
p;reat aulhorily, for in ability, experience, and an ardent do.<!iro for the 
welfare of this country, this dislinf^nished man had hut few oijuiils. Ilia 

view.s on the expedienej' of s.'inet.ionin'j adoptiona 
as a S 3 ’ 8 l.em and making them a Bonreo of 
revenue hy the levy on all occasions of 
imw/erannst or reliefs arc well known, hut thoy 
have not received that general acccivt aneo which 
has been accorded to the generality of the 
principles he advocated for the future government of India. The views 

of this distinguished man were opposed hy Lord 
Clare, his succc.ssor, in nn able !Minntc,j; and it 
was, I hclievo, on a consideration of the argu- 
ments adduced on both sides thtit the llon’blo Court of Direclow issued 
their instrucUouR on the subject. 

10. The experience which has Buh.soquontly been gained i.s cortaiidy 
not in favor of the system advocalod hy Sir 
§ Sir . iibar. .lohu Malcolm. The soeial evils resulting from 

adoiitions are forcibly dciiictcd in the following extract from a iMinnlo 
recorded by another Governor^ of this rrcsidency, under dale the 
lath August 18'15 ; — 

" The dissensions which exist between the Chief of Ta.sgaon and his 
adoptive mother strongly illustrate l.ho evils of adoptions and the wisdom 
of not permititing them, except under the circumstances proscribed by 
t.ho llon’blo Court of Directors. So long ns the ndo])ted son is a minor, 
all proceeds outavardly smoothly enough j the estate is managed by the 
Agents of the former Chief under the general guidance of l,ho widow 
who adopts j all, however, iiaking good caro to enrich themselves to the 
groat detriment of the' interests of the future Chief. ’When, liowevcr, the 
Chief arrives at the ago of manhood, a struggle for power ensues; the 
fictitious union existing between the parties is dissolved, and jealousy 
and heartburnings nro engendered, terminating, as in the pro.sent 
instance, in a deadly feud.” 
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17. A more sinking cxcm]i1inc.'t(ton of llic evils above referred to is 
alUmlcd in tlic dissensions in the family of llowlnt llao Scindiali. On 
(be dcalh of Ibis Cbief, bis widow, Her Highness Baixa Baec, adopted 
a son, and conlinncd lo exoreise regal powers for some years, until at last 
a struggle for the sni)i*emacy occurred between them, terminating, in 1S33, 
in Ibc adopted son being proclaimed sovereign, his mother being obliged 

Thornton’s lii.iory of Territory. This 

nriiifhlmlia, Yol. VI.,itai^ Chief d^’ing Oil the 7th February ]S t3, another 

adoption was allowed, and the politic.al evils 
resulting therefrom, and a violent collision with the British Govern- 
ment, terminating only in war and bloodshed, arc of too recent occur- 
rence to require to be dwelt upon. These are strong liiets in support 
of those who are of opinion that the annoj-ance by adoptions of sovereign 
and territorial rights ought, in the present state of India, to be dis- 
couraged as much ns possible, .and that all fair lapses should be annexed 
to the British Indian Empire when no .absolute right will thereby be 
violated. Tlie existence of so many Sovereignties .and Chiefships in- 
terspersed with our own territory is in many ways inimic.al to good 
government and to the weltarc and prosperity of the people, and if 
this is admitted, it follows that on every fair occ.asion their number 
ought to be diminished. 


IS. Altliough, however, I concur with those who are opposed to 
adoptions on principle, I should be very glad to see a relaxation from 
that maxim of our rule in ludia which is hostile to the acquisition 
of projicrty in the soil. I should like to see rent-fi’ee estates created 
throughout the country, either by grants conferred in perpetuity or on 
long leases on those who have conspicuously distinguished themselves 
in the service of the State, .and such grants might occasionally be 
substituted for the pecuniary pensions at present awarded j I should also 
like to see a system, gradually introduced, of allowing in the first instance 
on a limited scale, and under such rules as would secure the rights of all 
parties possessing an interest in the soil, the redemption of the land tax 
now paid to Government. The creation of rent-free estates by these me.ans 
would, I think, be a vast benefit to India, and would develope its 
resources far moi’o cfTcctually aud expeditiously than cau be expected 
so long .as the Government shall continue the landlord of the whole 
country. 





TO Ttir. Krnoiw.r.r aur.muv. 


"Tl'.e of all worlcmci) i.- he wito works for lntn<<'lf; thus tho 
cr.‘<'q'n-o of au in>livitlii.il, when well tlin-'etcvl nnil ahly ftntainwl, will 
jTiT.crr.lly !«.' f*':nul to that of the State or of iticoq>or.ito<l coni- 

Ttie cojuomy of t!ic man who is to reap the whole prv'iit of 
a venture, Isis keenni'^s, vi^rosir, and sjsirit are tmcosiipserahle ; his tlarin" 
{ : c')tnm.-'s\sssrat.J with liis g-ain ; he stands nneijnalletl, Ivcsinso others have 
diviJ'.Hl interests atul l;e hat one.” 1 hope I shall he jurvhsnotl this nllti- 
si->n to a viTV lar^e tjne^titm, whieh is not, 1 conceive, nUo<;-ethcr 
irre!>.’\‘'an* to the siil jivt mider disciisHon. 

IP. 1 cMncht'le it will not K* ontonded that the British Govem- 
m -n* d-*.-? not stand in the relation of Lord Paramount to the Sattara 
State; if th!*, hosvever, 1*0 dispsifeil, it can he maintained, 1 onccive, 
on tlsree f'-'jnralf ;rro’aiid<, U', as siK-cc'sers to the Kmperors of Delhi; 
ic /, as fuec'.'S' jrJ to the I’ei'hwas, the nders** of the Mahmttas; 

and or/, as tls** fjranti'rs of the territory of which tlic Sattara St.ntc 
ij comp* e.1. On each of thi*'=e ['rounds, I conceive, we are <'ntitlcd t'» 
claira all ih.* ]>rer*';;ativt*s of Suzerain, one of win'eh I have shown is 
to jjrant or withhold j«:rjnis-i.>n to adopt ; and ns rej^ards the flrd, 
il may I".’ oh -’ne<l that, althou-^h Sivaje's Umpire was cxtortM hy 
f.re,* of artns, he >'tu;'ht for and ohtaiiud iinj'erial onuits from Delhi 
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20. And wc poppc?? llio clearest evidence lint the late Rajah of 
Sattara \v:is well aware that the sanction of the British Government was 
essential to ensure to his adopted son the succession to the Sattara 
• r. Mcnoraminm nc- Slate. This knowledge is indicjitcd, not only 
oompaiiyiii;: tlio liosiilotifs hy his own application* for permission to adopt, 
li'itor, d.iinl .inl .\iiril 1SJ3. operation (hat the alleged adop- 

tion of a child hy the lix-Ilajah at Benares was illcg-al because it had 
not received the sanerion of Government. During the intoiTicw with 
the Resilient live days before his demise, when discussing the subject of 
adopting, the Itijah observed — It would probablj' take a long time to 
get an answer to his yad regarding the adoption ; that, should he, in the 
mean lime, feel his end approaching, he would be compelled to adopt, 
leaving the recognition of tlic adoption to the generosity of Govern- 
inent.” .\t the same interview he requested " that the Bx-Rajah's sup- 
poseil adojition of a son at Benares should on no account be rccog- 
+ Eolicr rmm fho Ttos!. «««!,” and in the momomndnmt containing 
dent, ilaicd tliu Stli Ajiril his last wishes, ho wrote still more explicitly as 
***’ follows; — Wo have heard that the late E.x> Rajah, 

Pnii-ab Singh ^faharaj, has adopted a boy, the son bom to the late 
Bulwunt Row Bhonslay Waveekur, on the road to Benares. As to this, 
that, boy u-as not ado[)tcd by the advice of the British Government, nor 
by that of this Government ; consequently, that boj" cannot be received 
here; wherefore, if that bo}-, or any person on his behalf, should make 
a claim, it should not be admitted by the British Government, &c.” 


21. I have observed that the late Rajah possessed no rights except 
those which arc conferred upon him by the Trc.atics of 1819 and 1839, 
and that these do not confer the right of continuing the Sattara State in 
his famil}’ by adoption ; on the contrary, he was well aware that at the 
time of his being seated on the musnud the question of perpetuating 
the Slate by adoption was dcsignedlj* left for future consideration. On 
the above occasion the late Sir J. Carnac in a Minute, dated the dth 
September 1839, recorded .as follows: — " Neither the Rajah about to be 
deposed, nor his brother, who is to bo substituted in his place, have any 
children, and, at their adv.ancod period of life, it is not very likely that 
the}’ will hereafter Imvc any; .and I know of no other party who can 
claim the succession by hereditary right. It follows, therefore, that, on 
the demise of the new R.aj.ah, the S.attnr.a State would lapse to the British 
Government, irulcss, indeed, it shall be then jirdgcd expedient to allow 
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this line of Princes to he continned by the Hindoo enstom of ndoiilion, 
a question which should he left entirely open for consideration when 
the event on which it depends shall actually occur." 

33. With reference to the 15th paragraph of Mr. Prere’s letter of 
the 8th ultimo, pointing out a difference between the English and Mnh- 
ratta versions of the Treaty of 1819,1 do not think that either by the 
most forced construction can be held to empower the latc'llajah to adopt 
a son and heir without the consent of the British Government. Admit- 
ting, however, the reverse, I must maintain that for the true construction 
of any doubtful point in the Trcaiy of 1819 the English, and not the 
Mahratta or Persian version, must bo referred to, for this, if for no other 
reason, that by that Treaty the British Governmejit were beslo\ving ns a 
free gift what it had a perfect right to grant or withhold ; under such 
circumstances, we surely had a full right to prescribe our own terms for 
the gift, and if these are contested, the language of the grantor, and not 
that of the grantee, must bo the guide. I have no doubt from the cir- 
cumstances under which this Treaty was entered into, it was first drawn 
up in the English language, and then translated from it into the Native 
languages. 


33. There arc precedents, moreover, in.sujiport of this view of the 

« Tide lotto to tl .0 lloRi. 1 “ 134.3, on a point being raised respect- 

dont in Cutcli, dnted ilio ing the true construction of our Treaty with 
13th February 18'13. Cutch, it was determined* that, as we had 

entered Cutch as belligerents, and were in a position to dicLate our own 
terms, the language of the party who concluded it (Captain Maemurdo) 
must be held to indicate what were the real intentions of the contracting 
parties. In like manner a discussion occurred in 1840 on the correct 
‘interpretation of an Article of our Treaty with the Baroda State, the 
t Fide Mr. Secretary Bombay Government interpreting it according 

Currie's letter, dated the to the English, and liis Highness the Guicowar 
17tli Juno 1810, and the t ,• 

proceedings to which it re- according to the Mahratta, version. The question 

was referred to the Governor General of India, 


when His Lordship t " concurred with the Government of Bombay that 

the English, and not the Mahratta, is the 
authoritative version of the Treaty of 1805;" 
and this decision was afterwards concurred in 
by the Ilon’ble Court of Directors^. 


X Fide Despatch to Dom- 
bay Gorcnmicnt, dated tho 
23nl Juno IS 17, para- 
gmidi 5. 
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2 J. On llii'. tln'pTiin*, 1 riHirrly foni'iii in Mr. IJciilV riMn.nrlc*^ 
in ll:*' .Mil .Tihltitli |>.ir.i;;r.»jili‘' of hi« Miinifi*. N<* nrounu'iil c.in fairly Im 
•Ir.iim in f.ivnr of tlio ailnjiliitn inrnli* I'v lln* lain llajali from < lie words 
in!;.'dii.v.l into tin* Malir.ill.i, and not I** Iw found in llie Miioli.*;!!, version 
t f slic Trc.ity ; tln-re i>i non-a’-on, lli<'rrfore, in llie |iri*-ent instance, why 
* i.s. j. ili'iidd l»e '''overreaelicil, ami jtay the jicnal* 
.-It ’-,!r jii r.'M'- ■' ly of allowini'anilnMnoii': iilim-'cs to lie introduced 

‘ hy aide V.il;c.d«’ rclyiii" on their talents to turn 

tlfUi to .lee. e, ml on the oeetirreiiee of a favor.ihle oj)]iortnnity. 


2i5. 'I'Ik* tn<i fir-t may he dismi.s.seil in a very few words. I 
eannnt eonetir in the opinion our late Ilon’hle 
* !i IS <f ^Ji. IVe^ident h.'w rceord<Ht,t that a Native State, 

’ like that of Sattani, can he a .souree of strenjyth 

to the Uriii-li (hiverniuent ; hut, on the contniry, I eati imagine various 
l oiitiiioem ies under which it miohf hwonie a source of f^reat we.akncss. 
In a military point of view the recofrnition of the adoption cannot, 1 
think, he reeiuumended, for it will scarcely he contended even hy those 
mo-l favonihle t > reeo;;nition on other frrouud.s, that it I'.s de.sirahlc th.at 
a small Native .State should he inteqioseil nearly’ midw.ny hetween two of 
the jiriiieipal divi-ious of the .\nuy of this l’re.sidcncy, namely, those of 
r...)ua and Hel}r:ium, with the power, if the will c.xistcd, of partially 
iiilerruptiu;: our eommuuiealions with the Concan. 


27. Neither can it 
isiatt, 

ISM- 1.'., 

istTi.W*, nrcortliiifr ft 
Jtctnni inntJo lo tin* Jlitiin' 

(•f C'lMiihioUN (Ml (1 h* 

l)i'tv?iilM'r 1SI7 ** nf llio 
n'ti'iiin* nml (»f 

fur tlic* hi ‘ft tlirco 


he said that, in the prc.scnl state of the linanccs 
of India, riH-’o-fniliou of the adoption can bo 
recommended on iinancial grounds. "With an 
iiiumal deficit during the years mentioned in 
the margin of nearly a million and a half 
.sterling in the revonuos of British India 
generally, and with an estimated deficit for 
the year lSlS-10 in the revenues of this Presi- 


9 


1, 
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dency, and Sindc in particular, very nearly amounting*' to £700,000, 

• VMa AcconiiUnt Geno- ^'0 said that the idtimatc 

raVs Boport, tinted l9ih reversion into the General ISxehcqucr of India 
January 1818, No. 01. revenue which may hereafter vary from 

£1S0,000 to 140,000 is of no importance; I say ultimate reversion, 
suice for many years to come a cousidcrahlc portion of the jircseut 
revenue of the Sattara Territory would ho ahsorhed in the provision 
which ought justly to ho assigned to the late Rajah's family and to 
all who possessed a claim or were dependent on that State. These 
should, in fact, he regulated on the same liberal principles as were 
adopted by the Hon'blc Mr. Elphinstonc in his settlement of the tcr- 

t Tide in particular Ap- conquered from tlie Pcishwa, and which 

pendis pages 18 and 19 to will he found dctailcdf at length in his Report, 
the Bombay ediUon. 25th October 1819, and which was 

afterwards printed by Government. 


t Appendix to tlio Ilon’blo 
}lr. Elpliinstoiic’s Beport, 
pago 1, dated tlio 23th 
October 1819. 


28. If, therefore, it is conceded that the recognition of tlie 
adoption is unadvisable on military and financial considerations, it can 
only be supported on grounds of State policy ; and here I would first 
remark that even in 1818 the policy of creating tlie Sattara sove- 
reignty was by some disputed notwithstanding the forcible reasons 
urged in favor of the measure by the eminent person with whom 

it originated. I find the following reasons were 
assignedj in favor of the arrangement : — “ The 
advantages that principally weighed in favor of 
giving His Highness a territory were his 
popularity with the Mahrattas and the asylum which his Government 

c in i ir> would uflord to persons unwilling to sorve§ us," 
§ Vide also Grunt Duff’s . , , , , 'ir i • i. 1 

History of tbo Mabrattns, counterbalanced, however, Mr. lilphiustono ad- 

Vol. Ul., page 439. mits, by two corresponding evils : “ the influence 

which the Rajah may be expected to possess among his nation, and the 

concourse of disafiucted persons likely to assemble at Sattara." 


29. The question, therefore, now arises whether, after a lapse of 
thirty years, we are likely to derive the same advantages as were antici- 
pated by Mr. Elphinstonc, and whether they are of sufficient moment to 
render it expedient that the Sattara State should be re-constituted for the 
benefit of a boy hitherto brought up in obscuritj'^, and of whose existence 
w'C were not aware until he was adopted by the late Rajah. Admitting 
that Mr. Elphinstonc's reasons may still be urged, it cannot be denied 
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{Ini {Iti ir-'nitin'il f>»rn’ li:i‘ l«y tin* l.-ijw*' of Jinu' Ixvonip nmoli dimiinsiicd ; 
it Mr. l!!|<litiv rivnui’il polirv, :iiiil tlip S.iiiani Trcafy was 
.n'.- “ jim-t p.tnTiilly toilc-lroy all rojuicction lu’twccn 
till- n tpli af.il till' Malir.it {.ns int( Mtlijivi {<» liis aulliority.” li is not 
{l:i*r,'f.in\ all ijit<'nMiir-i* ami iMiinfrliDii liclivivn S.ilt.ara atid 
l!:<' MalimtI.i Stat"*-: of India having; lonj; .‘•ina’ roasi'il, dial die 

•I'-' : of til*' •pio {ion at i'-iio will cnvite any lull a local iiitoresl. 

'Hio .aJini'X-ifioti of die .‘'attani f^tato lo (In* Aii^lo-Imlian Kinpire will 

I. ;- I!-'- -itilv frit liv all wlio liiivc ltiH ‘11 ill aiiv wav ciiniicrtoil with if, 

ami Jltc iiK.inTO will l*>' iir.jtojHilar aiiioii}; fin* oM JlniliiniinVal anil 
M.i!)r.ii!.i f-iiiiili 1 itillucnn' ainl power iimlert lie lVi.«liwa’s 

te.li'; l-iit ln'i.iiid till-, ilie •pir-tioii will most pnilialily he regarded with 
iii<li:r«'r> ina*. 

.’I". .Mr. U»'id lia'i very eorn'eily ol»<erved, tliaf, had flu; late K.aj.nh 
h ft a • 'll, no ijtie fioii i-oidd have ari*-vn of the eiitin* right of siieli son 
tonie xHil to the iiiti>-iiiid. The e.i'-e, however, hivoiiies very diHeretit 
ulieii we h.ive to e-iii'ider the e\j»e«lteiiey of he'lowing that iiiiisniid on :i 

J. p ing no p.T' oti.tl elaims, who has heeii hroiighf tip in poverty and 

• .‘.hi-ion, of whi'-e e.ipaeity and dispnsilioii we Know nothing, of whn.su 
pn.h.dd." litne - for rule no jiidgnieiit can at present he formed, and 
who owe- hi- treed forltiiie of having heen .selected for adoption, not to 
anv Mip.-si'-rily of cl.iiiii over that of tilher niemhers of Sivajee’s 

. . « r deovnd.ants, hiil to the liiekv aeeident* of his 

• Sf ftti- » (.ir.Ttnt'Ji a /’I , . , 

in!.- ti..:*'!.;.' JVe;iii.:.i> heiiiguii (Iio.spot at b.att.'ira .’it tlic period of 
the late Rajair.s demise. " Up to tin hour or 
(oh-.TVes ^fr. Frere) hefore the adoption, there tippears to have been no 
thoiighl of releeting this hoy.” 


.'M. It will not, I think, he contended that the Sattani lamily 
any strong personal claims on the favor and generosit}* of 
(hwernmoiit heyoml an assigmuent of the most liber.*!! provision for 
their future support. 1 will not he dclorrcil hy the unjust reflootions 
which have been east upon the Commission of 1S3G, of which, contrary 


t 1 Jiavp Mill in xny jki«. 
r. '.inii n Icllor fnim tin' 
l.ili. l.niiii'iiOvl Sir It. (tmiit 
it) ri'iily l<> n rxiine.l I liinl 
jin r.Tiitl In Iio CACinjilwI 
livm lliv duty. 


to my own desire, t I was appointed a member 
from assorting my solemn conviction that the 
]^\-Kajah of Sattara did engage in intrigues 
against the Ilritish Government, and that he 
did violate the ulli Article of the Treaty of 
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+ Onjilain Orant Diifl’, vlilo 
lim IliHlory or Uio Miilinil- 
Inn, Vol. IIT., iiiif'n -18:1, and 
(ii) loiiol Rid liorlmid’H Hko< (di- 
es of oiir lloIalioiiH willi llio 
Mali VO Rl 111 OH of 1 iidia, pn^uH 
Kill and Kit. 

t Till! lalu Major Goncml 

llollOI'lROIl, 

§ Major Goiioral Drii'gfl. 


1810, nn Arliclo wliuili w.as cx])reH.sl 3 ' declared to be ilic inndainciilal 
condilion of Agreement, n dc]mrtnrc from wliich woidd involve tlie 

forfeitnro of all the ndvantngCH it aeenred to 
of TSics 7 Hi''''o him.* IliB ambitions viewH and diHj>o.sition lo 

inlrignc did not escape the notice of the able 
Onieert who was the first appointed llesidcnt at Sattara; bis intrigues 

with fJoa wei’c known to another llesidcntf 
Fcvcral j’cars itefore the formation ol' tlic 
conspiracy by which, his ad vocal es assert, his . 
dcstrnclion was accomplished : lasllj', a third 
ltesident§, who has since become one of liis most 
strennous supporters, guided by tlic knowledge 
he possessed of the I'jx-Hajah's character, jire- 
dicted ten 3 'cars before the event his nllimate 
downfall in the precise manner in which it has occinTcd. "He is, how- 
ever, (observed Major General Briggs on the 1st Jannary 1827, and the 
prophecy cannot bo too often repeated in reply to those who, in 
the sacred name of justice, have endeavored to asperse the characlor 
of honorable men, for having conscientiously discharged a puinfnl and 
invidious duty,) tenacious of his prerogative, and will every day more 
and more resent our control ; he has lately been llatlcrcd by those 
around him into an enormous estimate of his own importance, and 
he has already evinced strong inclinations to c.xtcnd his connections 
beyond the limits assigned by Treaty. It will be fortunate, ])erhaps, 
for His Highness, if events afford the Government an early opporiunily, 
to give him timely w.arning of the danger he is incurring, or I should be 
very apprehensive that he may succeed in involving himself in secret 
communications with those who maj', at some future period, jirovokc 
the resentment of Government, when it is likely a development of 
a system of intrigue with His Highness will take place which will 
altogether shake our confidence and may lead to his ultimate ruin.’' 
Tlio Major General, instead of being grateful to those who have 
proved the wisdom and, sagacity of his prediction, has thought proper 
to join in the hue and cry which the Ex-llajah's gold has raised against 
the men who brought Iiis intrigues to light; to say the least, his 
inconsistency is remarkable. With respect to the Ji!x-Ilajah’s dejiosal, 

1 regard it as his own suicidal act. 'J.'hc Authorities both in India 
and Hngland were anxious to save him from the conscrjiiences of his 
intrigues ; but, trusting to the agency he had established in both coun- 
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(lies, he fell, not, according to the gloss given by his advocates, because 
he felt indignant, at being required to sign a confession of his guilt, , 
but because his ambitious spirit could not brook being again subjected 
to the provisions of the Treaty of 1S19. When that Treaty nas 
proflercd by Sir Janies Carnac for his re-acceptance, this misguided 
Prince in my presence declined it, with the observation that it would 
reduce him to the condition of a Mamlutdar. I could write much more 
on this subject, but I will only add that, in the opinion of all who 
believe with me in the existence of the intrigues imputed to the Ex-Kajali, 
they will not be held to strengthen the claims of his family to any- 
thing that can with justice and proprict}* be withheld, or to support the 
poliey of perpetuating the Sattara sovereignty now that it has become 
extinct by default of heirs natural. 

32. Entertaining these views, it seems to me that the question at 

issue ought to be determined on a consideration of the broad principle 

of what is likely to bo most conducive to the interests of the Empire at 

large, what inll be the best for British India and the people of India 

generally. Those who regard the Native States of India as safety valves 

for the discontented, and for particular classes of persons for whom it is 

difficult to find employment under our rule, vrill probably decide on the 

expediency of rc-orcating the Sattara State in favor of the adopted nl»'1d 

on the princiiile that it is wise to perpetuate the Native States of India 

still remaining notwithstanding the anarchy and misrule, the oppression 

and injustice, which is too often found to prevail in their administration, 

and of which we luave a melancholy instance close at hand in the 

adjacent territories of the Nizam. Those, on the other hand, who concur 

until Lord Auckland’s Government that we should .’tbandon no just and 

honorable accession of territory and revenue, while all existing claims of 

right are at the same time scrupulously respected, and are at the same 

time of opinion that British rule should on every fair occasion be 

extended under the strongest conviction that 

• Kcreni^cecl. of tl.oBight *« Government exists of which the intentions 
lion bio xs* JtiQcnuin^ • ^ • t 

are purer, or which, on the whole, has done more 

to extend civilization and promote the happiness of the human species,” 

will no doubt take the opposite view of the question, and determine, in 

virtue of our prerogatives as Lords Paramount, not to confirm the 

adoption, when, as a necessary consequence in the absence of an heir and 
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successor to tlie laic Rajali, tlie Sallara Terriloiy will revert to the 
general sovereignty. 

S3. In tlie event, liowevcr, of tlie first opinion ]>re\Tiiling, and it is 
resolved to submit to .all llio evils of a long ininoritj’-, and to govern 
Satlara tlirongli a llegcncy, at tlie bead of whieh must be tlie Resident, 
then I slioiild entirely concur until oiir late Jlon’ble President and witli 
Mr. Reid, that tlie adopted child of the laic Rajah of Sathnra, the last 
possessor of the musiind, has an undoubted claim to be recognized in 
prcfcrciice to all other candidates for the succession. In this e.ase our 
right to Icvj’- niizzcrana according to the rules in force in this part of 
India, ought not to be rcliiKpiishcd, and immediate measures should be 
adopted for the proper education and instruction of the child who is 
destined to become the future ruler of the Sattara State. 


Si. Just as I am concluding this Srinute, the last debate in Parlia- 
ment on the Sattara question, as reported in the London Times of the 
7th ultimo, has come under my observation. The following extract 
from the speech of ^Ir. Lewis, Secretary to the Roard of Control, and 
therefore no doubt derived from otiicial authentic sources, ciitii*ely eon- 

tirnis the account I have given* of the former 
• FWc paragrniiU . condition of the Rajahs of Sattara, and of the 

cirenmstaiices under which the Rajah, deposed in 1330, was, tlirough the 
spoiitancoiis generosity of the British Government, raised from the con- 
dition of a captive to a throne : — 


"It is perfectly well kiioum that Satlara was a portion of the jifah- 
natta empire, and that the Peishwa, not the Raj.ah, wis the head of that 
State ; the Rajah was a mere State Prisoner, and was allowed half a lakh 

of Rupees, or .C."j,000, a year; and when the 
Peishwa suri'cndercd to Sir J. Maleohii,t the 
Riijah was released by the English Troops, and 
hy a most fortunate aceident his life was saved : 
there was, in fact, nothing in nutlicntie hialory 
which showed that the Rajah ever possessed 
any suhstantial power. In ISIS !Mr. Elphiu- 
sUmo thought it would be jiolitic to assign, ns a 
mere bonnly, and as a voluntary act on the part of the British Govern- 


+ This is piihcr nmislnho 
of tlio spoakor or of t)>o 
lioportor. Tho Unjah was 
roloasoil on tho field of 
hattlo nl. Ashtah nnd his 
fnnnly from tho Fort, of 
AVagsotn, vulf Grant llnlT s 
History of tho Mnhrattns, 
A'ol. in., pngos -115 nmi 
■ISl. 
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smnll nivoro'ijrnty to tin* Itnjiili of Saltnra. Tlicro prevailed a 
dilli n’in'i* of «>]<itiioi] at tlie time on the siilijeet, and it was ajjrccd that 
till’ Hajali ^Illlu1lt l»e plaivil on trial ami lie invested with the jirovisional 
s nrn ifrnfy ol' Satlar.i ; lie was aee^irdinjjly jait in possession of (ho 
Slate, hilt in entin’ • iiltordinatinn to (he Hritish Government; and it was 
f lipiilated that all liis piilitieal relations were to he siihscrvient to British 
aiilliority. It va-: n':rl^•^l that the British (iovernmenl should cede the 

• iivi'na:;iity to the Itajali of Sat tarn (hear, hear) ; yes, hut it w.as at (he 

• ame time slat^il that the territory Ivlmi^ed to the British Government; 

the llajah nan to hold it in nihurdination to the British power, and to 
he oitidid in all mat'i-rs hy the adviec of the British A;p?nt, resident at 
Hi- IHehio--^ (‘oiirt : the IS.ijah aho en;;io;cd for himself and his sne- 
ee-- to i'.i;i>ear from all inlen’oiitx* with foreign powers. Tlie ^fanjuis 
of H:»viii]Ow w.T. the Govi-rnor (iener.il who made the arranj^ements with 
n-'-p.-.'; to S.ittatTi, and in a paper written hy him during’ llio voyage 
h.'ine fjom India, IH-- le'rd- hip gave a summary of the transaction, in 
whieh it was th.it to the Itajah of S.iUara an inde])endent terri- 

tory ha<l Imvh n'-'igmsl out of the late IVishwa’s possessions; that lie 
had a Iarg>' revenue <'ompet<<ut to (he mniutenanee of eoiisiderahle ]>omp ; 
that thi-' was an e.\traonHnarv ehange in the iiosition of one who used 
to 1 •e hejit in strii't custody hy Bajeo llao, wlio gave orders to his (the 
Il.-ijahV) e-eort to juit him ami his fniiiily to death on any prohahility of 
hi- hi-ing d<diverisl from captivity; and whieh orders were only prevented 
from Iving earried into exeeiition hy a sudden attack made by the British 
Troiips, who rescued the Ilajah from the I’eishwa, B.'ijec Kao.” 


Cojw or a Minute hy the Hipht Ilon’Iilc tlio Governor, concurred in hy tho 
JI'in’iim: Mu. Itian and the IIox'iilu Mu. ^VILun.■olIlIY, — (dated tho ISth Jlny 
ISIS.) 

Tniisi: papers have reached me so late, that it is quite impossible I 
can make myself master of their contents and record an opinion on them 
previous to the departure of the packet on tho day after to-morrow, 
which, I am informed, it is necessary that they should be sent. I bog 
that a.s soon as copie.s of thc.'-edoenmcn(s shall have boon dispatched to 
Uurope, that the originals may be returned to me for consideration. 
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f'opy of ii frotn 'll. M, JCu,iw, Jiw;., f^c<;r<-(!iry (/> Oovonnuoiit of Ju'jiM, 

yiiri-iirii U) ih>: Chiof Hoocotitiy t>> li'jinUty,-" 

(No. KiO, iJuUmI tlio HUi July J8JH.) 

roIoTODco* to 3'oiir hiUtr, Ko, ?Mh Muy lu.-t, 

forwuiiliii'y (In* J^lj'nuUw of the hU: (Jovcruor of JJomliuy of llxi 
iftfoonWii ol'Coijitril on IIio'/ijoj-Uom roj'nnynii.f ihn xijooos.-loo tv lh>) otilluin 
Slat*!^ J am to oh.'orvo tliat thy (iovorinnoni of UnViti, uixJuiv 

filan<lin;j >t b<: tljo iiit<;ntioii of tbo Jlljjbt JJoji'bJi; tby Oovyroor of 
]}omb:iy to yxjjroi^u )jis ojoolon ijj)0» tills •juy.'itloii, yom-i'Jyr It <Juy Oi Jfis 
Lonli-'blj) t'/ I'ivo HO «Ji;yiHioii o» thy fcubjyyt until JJIm J^oj'iIsJiIj/i; vly\v« 
f-liali liavo byyii yommtiiiiy.a(y(;<l (/>tby»>} Jam at tby samy limy <ly!-iiy'j 
i/t ry<jiu*!;t (as It is yxjiciliynt that tby <jms'(io» sliouI'J not by liyb! 
in ^■u^•■J)yn^•y lon'^jyr tlian yan by at'oMyd^) tbat^ as soon as JJis i/u'ijsbiji's 
ojiinion is lyyordyd^ it may by sent v/itliout <Jy)ay for tJiy in/brmation 
of tby Oovyrnor Gynyral in Counyil, 


Copy of n b-Uor from A. Wxi-kt, JN'i., Cbtf fjcrn lary to Covyruux'iil, JJomiMy, 
to JI. M. J'b, uoi, JCs^., Hwi'otiiry Oj Covyrmayat of JaiJiii,-'(No, I'.ii-'.ll'.il, 
«lat(;'l tliy UJ st J uly J 818.) 

I AM diryybid by tby Jlt;jbt JJon'bly Dm f/ovornor in. OomiyiJ 
iv aylcnowlyd^y Diy ryyyijit of yourJytb.T, No. lODb 'lab'd Dm blji iiistauD 
<;ommuni<’aDn;j (by wisli of Dm (lovornnicnl of JmJia tv by furni^lmd 
will) Dm viywK ol' JJis J/ndsbip (by (Jovyrnor of tin’s JVy.“i<Jynyy byj'ory 
yomin;' lo a dyyis-ion on Dm <ju«jsUon of tby soywssion t*; tby Jialtara 
IbroJiy, 

2. In ri'jAy, J am dy.Dr<-<] tv transmit tv yon, for siibmissioii to (by 
Jtil'bt JJon'bly (by (Jovyrnor Dyin-ral oj’ JmJia in f^7mlyiJ^ copy oi' u 
Winuly r<‘<:or(Iy<l by Dm JD;jbt JJon'IJy (by (/ovornor, umJyr duty tl/r 2htf) 
imtani, in v.|ii'-b JJis fynrl.-bij) lias rowh'A Jii.-' ojnnion on (Jm posiDon 
of Diy Ji(:)(i* of f^atlara yonsy'juynt on tby dymi.sy ol’ JJi-s JJi;jbnyss 
tby laly J'.jjab, 
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Ti-jiy of a Minntc by tlin llifrtit Hon'Ulclho Governor, — (doted (he 2Sth July 1818.) 

Tin; |i.ij>i’r.< tnMiinj; of the Sattuni t-iiecc.c.'iion first came before 
mo sborlly after I liml as-sunifd the c-li.arp* of (bis Government; they 
tviTo ihi'ii ahonl to bo ilispatehed for Iho ronsiMeralion of the Supreme 
Governmi'nt nml the Ilnn'Ide Court of Director.'!; nml as it did not 
orour to mo th.ot my ojunioii wa*! re<|uin'd on a question which lind arisen 
durin;; tlic ollicial r.ircr of iny jiredm-S'or, and the di.'-'cu.ssion on which, 
in the Couiieil of IJ.imh.’iy, appe-ired to lie brought to a termination by 
Mr. M'illouu'liby’s very abh* Minute, I w.is anxious that these documents 
ih'iuhl not be biuijer del.ayi'd than they had already been, hut be forwarded 
at «’iu*e for the deei«.ion of the superior Authorities, awaiting which, 
however, 1 «leemf‘>l it my duty to study the iiuestion in all its bc.irings; 
and th-Teferi'. .althouoh mv Minute of the ISth Mav was meant to *ro no 
fii.'-ther tli.nn to indicate an intention of doing this, and not of recording 
any opinion on tlie e.i'.i*, I am prepared to .•^talo the views I have formed 
ujKin the mbjeet. 

2. It is searei’ly neeees.nry for me to premise that, liaving no espe- 
rienee in Indian polities, I am compelled to rely on others for information 
in reg.ird to many things, a Icnowledgc of wliicli is essential to enable 
me to arrive ala couelusiou on the matter under consideration. Thus 
circumstanced, I c'-teem it most fortunate for my.sclf ns well .as for the 
public inten'sts that three such men as Sir G. It. Clerk, 3Ir. Ileid, and 
Mr. ^Villoughby, men thoMughly versed in all that relates to India and 
it-: laws, to the practice of its Courts, and the rights and customs of its 
I’rinccs and its people, should have lent their knowledge and ability to 
elucidate every part of this important c;tse, in regard to which the judg- 
ment I have formcil is mainly founded on what .appear to me to be 
admitted fact.«, that are put prominently forward in the Minutes of my 
predecessor and hi.« colleagues, 

3. The Sattara sovereignty in its present form dates no further 
back than from the year ISIO, when the British Government, in the 
word.s of the preamble of the Treaty, "determined, in consideration of 
the antiquity of the house of His Highness the Bajah of Sattara, 
to invest him until a sovereignty sutlicient for the support of his 
family in comfort and dignity;” and then, according to the first 
Article of the Treaty, agreed "to cede in perpetual sovereignty to 

2 M 
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the Bajah of Sattarn, his hcirsj and successors,’' certain districts which 
have since been designated the Sattara Territory. In 1839 the British 
Government, by an act of Paramount Authority, and for reasons which 
need not hero be recapitulated, deposed the Rajah with whom the Treaty 
of 1819 w.'is contracted, and placed his brother on the throne: this 
brother is the Riijali who has recently died, leaving behind him no natural- 
born heir, but an adopted son, whose rights arc now to be examined and 
determined. 

4. . The rite of adoption is a rite perfectly understood by the Hindoo 
people, accurately defined by their laws, and guarded by restrictions to 
prevent its abuse. It is admitted on all hands that the adoption by the 
late Rajah, although the ceremony w.as performed only a few hours 
previous to his death, is perfect according to Hindoo law, and valid to 
the extent of the validity given to adoptions by that law. This com- 
prehends the inheritance of all private rights and personal property, but 
certainly not, in so far as I have been able to ascertain, the succession to 
public rights or the inheritance of a sovereignty. 

5. It is stated by Sir G. Clerk that "the sanction of the Para- 
mount State is by custom required to render the adoption to a Principality 
valid,” and Mr. Reid and Mr. Willoughby prove by the conduct of the 
late Rajah himself, by the memorandum containing his last wishes (see para- 
graph 20 of Mr. Willoughby’s Minute), as well as by arguments of great 
cogency, by precedents and by rules and principles of acknowledged autho- 
rity, that this custom is virtually a law, recognized and respected as such 
throughout all India. The conclusion from all that has been adduced on 
this point is to my mind irresistible, that as a claim to the succession 
the adoption is worthless until confirmed by the British Government as 
the Paramount Power j and, thinking thus, I cannot .agree with Sir G. 
Clerk, that, although we possess the right to confirm, or to refuse to 
confirm, the adoption, it would be unjust to exercise that right in 
refusing to confirm. The right to give necessarily implies the right to 
withhold ; and, so far from its e.xercisc in cither mode being compulsory, 
I consider the right a sacred trust vested in us as the rulers of Indian 
Empire, to be used, with caution anddeliberation, in such manner ns may 
appear to our judgment to be most conducive to the benefit of the people 
.at large. 
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6. I agree, then, with Mr. Eeid and Mr. Willoughby that the 
course of the Sritish Government in regard to the disposal of the throne 
of Sattara ma}”, in all justice and fairness, be determined by considerations 
of expediency only, for I presume it cau hardly be contended, that, 
passing over the .adopted son, there is any other party who can advance 
a claim to the vacant throne. I do not consider it material to notice the 
adoption by the Ex-Rajah at Renares, because the circumstances being 
similar, all that militates against the validit}’’ of the Sattara adoption 
must be equall}- adverse to the validity of the other; and if either 
adoption is to be made valid by our confirming act, it should be that of 
the Elijah who died upon the throne, rather than that of the Rajah 
whom we ourselves dethroned and who died in exile. The Government 
of 1 839 know of no party who could claim the succession by “ hereditary 
right and although there are doubtless a great number of blood relations 
belonging to the ancient house of Sivajee, I have never heard of any in- 
dividual who could be brought forward to stand in the place of " the 
heir and successor" contemplated by the Treaty of 1819. 

7. I assume then that the heir to the sovereignty is the adopted 
son, or that there is no heir ; and as, for the reasons I have cited above, 
it seems evident that we have the right to confirm or repudiate the 
adoption, it is for us to decide whether it be expedient to continue the 
sovereignt}' or to terminate it by incorporating the Sattara Territory 
with the adjoining British possessions. 

S. Tliis part of the subject has been very clearly treated by 
Mr. Willoughby in the 25th and following paragraphs of his Minute, and 
to the opinions therein advanced I subscribe generally. I conceive that 
the question is not to be regarded as concerning only the Sattara family, 
or even the people of the Sattara State, but with reference to the whole 
of our Eastern dominions and its bearing upon the interests of the entire 
community. I cannot doubt that the consolidation of our possessions by 
the absorption of the small kingdoms and independent Principalities, 
which are surrounded by our territories, must tend to augment our power. 
Sir G. Clerk believes that a Native Government, administered as "that of 
Sattara has for some time been, is a source of strength to the British 
Government," and this may be the case j but the Sattara Districts are hilly 
and strong, the population hardy, daring, and disposed to be predatory 
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in their habits. Let it he supposed that the Government of that small 
kingdom were badly conducted, (and what security can we have that it 
shall not he so ?) and, instead of a source of strength from whence 
assistance might he derived in times of diflicnlty, it will at once become a 
source of perpetual annoyance to our Officers, of injury to our subjects, 
and weakness to our Government. The interposition of a tract of 
difficult country between two divisions of one army can be of hut little 
consequence so long as it shall be held by a friendly power sufficiently 
strong to restrain and command the people by whom it is inhabited, but 
let the ruling power become weak or hostile, and our Military communi- 
cations would be interrupted, perhaps, at the very moment when they 
would be most serviceable j our real security, therefore, will at most 
times, and under most circumstances, be more effectually promoted by the 
consolidation of our territories than by the delegation of power to 
subordinate rulers, for whose constant good conduct we can have no 
guarantee. 

9. I am not disposed to dwell much upon the financial considera- 
tions attaching to the question, though I am sensible they ought not to 
be altogether disregarded. The British Government need not covet the 
revenues of this petty State, and I do not think it is desirable that we should 
be supposed to be influenced in our determination of this question by the 
present condition of our treasury. It appears to me that our right to 
the Sattara Territory as a lapsed fief of our Empire, being (as I considered 
it to be) once established, if, by incorporating it with our other 
possessions, we can obtain additional security for the peace and prosperity 
of the whole, then that the argument in favor of its being -so incor- 
porated is sufficiently strong even if the advantage to be derived at some 
distant day from an acquisition of revenue be entirely set aside. 

10. Mr. Willoughby has shown, and to my mind satisfactorily, 
that, whatever course may be pursued in this matter, there is no reason to 
apprehend that feelings of distrust or alarm towards our Government 
will be engendered among those Native Princes and feudatories whose 
confidence it is essential that we should possess, or that evil consequences 
of a political nature will ensue ; and I am of opinion that, if the Authorities 
with whom the decision of this question rests shall determine to deal 
with the Sattara Territory as with a lapsed fief, no " express or con- 
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structivc right wnll be violated, no just expectation defeated,” while the 
prospective interests of the British Government and of those subject to 
British rule in India will he promoted and secured. 

(Sd.) Falkland. 


Copy of a Minuto by the Aigbt Hon’blo the Governor General, — (dated the 30th 

August 184S.) 

The death of His Highness Shreemnnt Maharaj, the Sovereign 
of Sattara, has rendered it nccessar}' for the British Government to 
determine the important question whether the State of Sattara shall 
he continued as an independent sovereigntj’-, or whether it shall be 
held to have lapsed to the Paramount State, and shall henceforth form 
an integral portion of the British Empire in India. 

2. The Minutes of Sir George Clerk, the late Governor of 
Bombay, and his colleagues in Council, Mr. Reid and Mr. Willoughby, 
have been for some time before us. 

I deferred, however, submitting the question for the consideration 
of the Supreme Government until I should have received the Minute 
of the present Governor of Bombay, Viscount Falkland, who had 
intimated his intention of expressing his opinion upon it. 

His Lordship’s hlinute has now arrived, and I lose no time in bring, 
ing the subject under the notice of the Council, in order that the opinion 
of the Government of India may be transmitted with as little delay as 
possible to the Hon’ble Court of Directors, by whom a final decision can be 
given. 


8. After a careful ’consideration of the many documents which 
relate to the Sattara State, as well as of those more immediately before 
us, and after deliberate review of the various arguments which have been 
fully and ably stated by the several members of the Government of 
Bombay, I am clearly of opinion that the death of His Highness 
Shreemunt Maharaj, without heirs natural, having rendered the throne of 
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Sattara vacant, that territory should he held, in accordance with practice 
and with law, to have lapsed to the Paramount State, and should hence- 
forth he incorporated with the TBritish Territories in India. 

4. In the ^linutcs of the Members of the Government of Bombay 
the whole facts of the case are so clearly set forth, and every argument 
is so- fully treated, that I feel it to he unnecessary to enter at any 
great length into the discussion of this question ; I shall rather endeavour 
to state as concisely as I can the conclusions at which I have arrived 
and the reasons on which they are founded, referring to the ]\Iinutcs in 
question for the more detailed statement of the arguments in which 
I have expressed my concurrence. 

5. His Highness Shreemunt Maharaj has died, leaving no heirs 
natural, hut haring, in accordance with Hindoo custom, adopted one of 
his kinsmen as his heir a few hours before his death. 

6. Tlie questions for decision arc — 

\xt . — Is the British Government hound, as a matter of justice and 
of right, to recognize the hoy thus adopted as being actually the successor 
of the late Rajah and heir to the throne of Sattara ? 

2nd. — If not as a matter of justice and of right, ought the British 
Government to approve of the succession of this hoy as a matter of 
wisdom and sound policy ? 

7. If the late Rajah had left an heir of his own body, no question 

would have been cnterUiined of tlie perfect right of such heir to succeed 
to the throne. It is equally clear, I think, that the hoy who has 
been adopted by the late Rajah, in justice and as his right, ought to 
succeed as heir to the personal and private property of the Prince who 
adopted him. ■ 

But I think that Mr. ‘Willoughby has proved to demonstration in 
hi-s Minute that the boy has not, by reason of the ceremonial of adoption, 
acquired any right whatever to the sovereignty until the adoption has 
been ratified and confirmed by the British Government as the Lord 
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P.'iramount of tlic Sl.'ite of SaUnra; mid further, that the British Govern- 
ment is not bound, .ns a matter of justice and of right, to confirm the 
adoption, but is free to give or to iritbhold its ratification as it may think 
right. 


S. T hold it to be established ns a general rule, beyond cavil or 
doubt in the papers now before ns, that, while adoption by a Prince of 
Sir. Willongliby'n Minute, OH}' individu.nl is valid so far as to constitute 
pnrngrnjiU 10. ],gjf jq adoptor’s private possessions, it is 

of no power or effect whatever in constituting him heir to the Principality 
or to sovereign rights until the adoption so made has received the 
sanction of the Sovereign power, with whom it rests to give or to refuse it. 


9. This appears to have ever been the practice throughout all 
the State of India. It has been frequently acted upon heretofore by 
the Government of the Ilon’ble Companj^ by whom the sanction 
asked has sometimes been given and sometimes withheld ; their pro- 
ceedings have received the approval of the Court, who declared 
that our sanction is necessary, ‘'not, indeed, to the validity of the 

adoption or to the private rights which it 
confers, but to enable the adopted son to 
succeed to the Chiefship.” 


30lh December 1812. 


10. Abundant proofs will be found in the papers laid before 
Parliament relative to the affairs of Sattara that that power has always 
itself recognized and contended for the principle that, on the death of the 
holder of a fief without issue, it rested with the Sovereign authority to 
decide whether he would annex the territory to his own possessions or 
permit adoption. There is evidence equally direct that the rule has ever 
been rc'rarded as applicable to the destination of the State of Sattara 
itself. 

11. Thus, in discussing the state of the Eaj in 1839, the Governor 
of Bombaj', Sir J. Carnac, after describing- himself as "a strong and 
earnest advocate for upholding the Native States of India, goes on to 

observe : " Neither the Rajah about to be deposed, nor his brother, who 

is to be substituted in his place, have any children ; and at their advanced 
period of life it is not very likely that they will hereafter have any. 
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in this case, as it has been in others, to confer or to refuse its sanction as 
it may think fit. 

15. This power it possesses by virtue of its authority as the 
Sovereign State of Sattara, a position which it holds equally as the 
successor of the Emperors of Delhi, as the succe.ssor by conquest of the 
Peishwas, the virtual Sovereigns of the Rajahs of Sattara, and lastly 
and especially as the creators of the Raj of Sattara under the Treaty 
of 1819. 

16. It was under the clauses of that Treaty that the present Raj 
was called into existence bj' an exercise of the power and generosity of 
the British Government ; all the ordinary rights, therefore, possessed by 
a Sovereign over a subordinate and long-constituted State must, from the 
very nature of the case, have been stronger in this instance than in any 
other. I can find nothing whatever in the terms of the Treaty which 
would justify the assumption that it was intended to curtail those rights 
or to confer larger powers in respect of adoption on the Rajahs of Sattara 
than are enjoyed by old established States. The words " heirs and suc- 
cessors” must be read In their ordinary sense, in the sense in which they 
are employed in other Treaties between States ; and, in the absence of all 
evidence or reasonable presumption founded on known facts, or on some 
special wording of the English instrument, in favor of a wider inter- 
pretation, those words cannot be construed to secure to the Rajahs of 
Sattara any other than the succession of heirs natural, or to grant to 
them the right of adopting successors to the Raj without that sanction 
of the Sovereign State which may be given or may be withheld, and 
which, bv ordinarv and invariable practice, is necessary to the validity 
of such an act of adoption by the Prince. 

17. Having thus stated the grounds of the conclusion I have 
formed, that the Rajah of Sattara had not, either by the terms of 
the Treatv or bv any rule of law or practice, the right to adopt a 
successor 'to his' Raj, and that the British Government is not bound, 
as a matter of justice and right, to reoo^ize the b-oy His Highn^s 
named as actuallv his successor in the Raj, I proceed to sec forth the 
considerations which have induced me to form an opinion not le-s 
decided, that we ou?ht not to recognize this saccessor as a matter 
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of expcclloucj'^ nnd policy, bull tlmt wo ought to regard llio territory 
of Snttnro ns iapsed, and shottld incorporate it at once with the 
British dominions in India. 

18. However wise the policy may have hcon which led to the 
creation of the State of Sattara in 1819, and however strong the 
reasons which induced i.ho Government at that period to cstahlisU anew 
a Muhratta State on that side of India, I venture to think that the 
same reasons do not exist for its continuance now. 

19. The power of the Mahmttns, at that period still formidahlc, 
is no longer a source of anxiety to ns. The .territories of the I’eishwa 
have for 80 years remained tranquilly in our ])OsscKsion ; the Ruj)rcinacy 
of the British Government has year hy year become more firmly estah- 
lished ; Scindiidi and ITolkar have, in the course of events, been cllectually 
reduced to harmlessness j and there is now no reason, ns there formerly 
was, to apprehend the formation of alarming confederacies among Mah- 
vntta Chiefs, nor any necessity for maintaining as a counterpoise the 
i\ominnl sovereignty of the house of Sivajc(!. 

20. The assruuption of the Uaj hy the British Government will 
cause no ferment or discontent among other Native powers, though 
it must of necessity he obnoxious to the j)ride and to the feelings of 
those who have lived and held influence within its hounds. 

21. While, therefore, I do not presume to dispute the wisdom of 
creating the Uaj of Sattara in 1819, I coneeive that the same rciisons 
do not prevail for its re-constitution now, when it is agiiin ])laccd hy 
events at our disposal. 

22. I am unable to admit the force of the argument advanced hy 
Sir G. Cleric for its continuance, which is founded on the happy and 
prosperous condition of the State and the just and praiseworthy Govern- 
ment of the late llnjah. 

23. These, indeed, would he strong arguments for its continunnee 
if the late llnjah were yet alive, or if it could ho shown that the exeel- 
lonco of his Administration arose, not from his owji personal qualities. 
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but from the nature of the institutions of the State, bj' which the 
dispositions of the Sovereign would always be guided or compelled into 
an observance of the rules of good Government. 

But if the excellence of his Government proceeded only from the 
excellence of his own disposition, I find in that part no argument 
for the continuance of his sovereignty to others, whose dispositions 
ma}' differ widely'- from those so Happily displaj'ed by His Highness, 
and whose Administrations may be as conspicuous for oppression and 
misrule as that of Shreemuut Maharaj has been for wisdom and 
mildness. 

24. While I find no sufficient reasons for the re-constitution of 
Sattara either in the consideration which led to the original formation 
of its Government, or in the manner in which that Government has 
lately been administered, I conceive that many powerful arguments may 
be adduced in favor of its ceasing to be a separate State and being 
resumed as a portion of the British Territories. 

25. I take this fitting occasion of recording my strong and deli- 
berate opinion, that, in the exercise of a wise and sound policy, the 
British Government is bound not to put aside or to neglect such rightful 
opportunities of acquiring territory or revenue as may from time to time 
present themselves, whether they arise from the lapse of subordinate 
States by the failure of all heirs of every description whatsoever, or 
from the failure of heirs natural, where the succession can be sustained 
only by the sanction of the Government being given to the ceremony 
of adoption according to Hindoo law. 

26. The Government is bound, in duty .ns well as in policy, to act 
on everj' such occasion with the purest integrity and in the most scrupu- 
lous observance of good faith; where even a shadow of doubt can 
be shown, the claim should at once be abandoned. 

27. But where the right to territory by lapse is clear, the Govern- 
ment is bound to take that which is justly and legally’ its due, and to 
extend to that territory the benefit of our sovereignty, present and pro- 
spective. 
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2i5. Ill like innnner, while 1 would not seek to lay down any inflexi- 
ble rule with rcspeet to adoption, I hold that, on all oecasions where heirs 
natural shall fail, the territory should be made to lapse, and adoption 
should not be permitted, exceptiiifj in those cases in which some strong 
political reason may render it expedient to depart from this general 
rule. 

29. There may ba conflict of opinion as to the advantage or the 
propriety of extending our already vast possessions beyond their present 
limits. No man can more sincerely deprecate tlian I do any extension of 
the froJitiers of our territory which can be avoided, or which may not be- 
come indispensably necessary from considerations of our own safety and 
of the m.aintenance of the tranquillity of our Provinces ; but I cannot 
conceive it possible for any one to dispute the policy of taking advantage 
of every just opportunity which presents itself for consolidating the 
territories that already belong to us by taking possession of States 
which may lapse in the midst of themi for thus getting rid of these petty 
intervening Principalities, which may be made a means of annoyance, but 
which can novel', I venture to think, be a source of strength, for adding 
to the resources of the public Treasury, and for extending the uniform 
application of our system of Government to those whose best interests, 
we sincerely believe, will be promoted thereby.' 

30. Such is the general principle, that, in my humble opinion, ought 
to guide the conduct of the British Government in its disposal of 
independent States when there has been total failure of all heirs what- 
soever, or where permission is asked to continue by adoption a succession 
which fails in the natural line. 

31. It would be difficult to imagine a case to which the rule 
founded on this general principle would be more closely applicable than 
to the Raj of Sattara. 

32. The territories lie in the very heart of our own possessions ; 
they arc interposed between the two principal Military Stations in the 
Presidency of Bombay, and are at least calculated, in the hands of an 
independent Sovereign, to form an obstacle to safe communication and 
combined Militar}' movement. 
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'I’lii* tli.'-lrict is fertile :iinl tlic revenue proiliiclive; the population, 
.•leeiistomed for some iiine to ivjriihiriiml peaceful Government, arc tranquil 
tlu’ni':elves ami prepared for the re'juhir tioverninent our possession of the 
territorv would involve. 

:l:l. IJy ineurporatiu" Saftar.i with our own pos.«cssions we should 
aeqnin' eontinnity of Military eoinmunication and increase to the 
revenues of the i^tate ; we shonld'ohtain uniformity of administration 
in matters of justice and of revenue over a large additional tract; 
and in my eonsf.ienee, I ludieve, we should ensure to the population of 
the Stat * a perpetuity of that just anil mild Government which they 
have lately enjoyed, hut which they will hold Iw a poor and uncertain 
tenure, indeed, if wi; re«olve now to continue the llaj and to deliver it 
over to the (i>)vernnient of a hoy hroiight up in obscurity, and selected for 
adoption almost by ehance, and of whose character and qualities nothing 
whatever was hnown to the llajah who adopted him; nothing whatever 
is hnown to ns. 

;51. rinnly convinced, then, that we arc not bound, bylaw orprac- 
lice or Treaty, to recognize, a.s being actually the heir to his throne, the 
boy whom the Iltijah has adopted, I am of opinion that every considera- 
tion, as well of the intcrc.sls of the people of Sattara as of the 
llritish Government, should lead ns to incorporate that State with the 
llritish 'I'l’rritorics, and I recommend that mc.asure accordingly. 

Jb'i. An ample provision should bo made for the Ranees of the 
late Rajah and his retainers acconling to their respective claims, as well 
as for the foundling whom he .so specially recommended to our protection. 

:)(!. The boy whom he adopted should at once be allowed to succeed 
to all private property and to everything, e.xecpting public rights. 

If this provision should not be sufficient for him, a stipend should 
be allowed to him from the revenues of the State. 

37. I would also strongly recommend, as a measure of sound polioj', 
that provision should be made from the revenues of Sattara for the boy 
adopted by the late Ex-R.njah at Eenarcs. 
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.‘J8. lie hiis Jio claimK whntever on the ilironc of SaUam; liia 
a(]o])iion, oven if il had received the fianction of the llriiiKli Oovern- 
rnent, which ili haa noij would not have conferred on liiin any claim of 
that nature. I’ertauh Sinfjli could not convey to tlic hoy by adoption 
any rights which did not Ijcdong to himaelf ; he hud heen atripped of Ida 
rights of sovereignty when deposed from his Ihrone ;ind banished Irom 
his kingdom j eonsequently, lie could convey no such rights of sovereignty 
to the hoy, Nevertheless, il' the Jlaj he resumed, discontented spirits 
may arise, and some may he found mad enough to become bis parti/,anK 
hereafter ; I therel’ore think it would he politic — I will even say it would 
he only fair, regard being had ns well to his position ns to his near 
relationship to the late and ISx-Unjnhs — that some ))rovision should be 
made for his maintenance. 

30. Allowauccs should also ho made to such deserving servants of 
the State ns may appear to be entitled to that favor, and changes in the 
Administration should be introduced gradually and tenderly. 

dO, The widow of the Ux-llajah has at her dispos.il her allowance 
whenever she chooses to receive it, which hitherto she has refused to do. 

41 . The daughter has also her allowance, and will return to Sattara 
after the mins. 

d-3. The amount of the stipends, which should all he for life only, 
may, with all other details, he left for future arrangement. 


(Sd.) HAUfonsrn, 


Cojiy of a Minute by tlio rroN')u.B Major Cknkhai, Sir .T. If. JjimBRr-kbilcd 

tlio Cth September 1848.) 

Tnii suhjeet of the Sattara succession has been .already so ably dis- 
cussed in all its hearings, and such powerful arguments adduced in 
opposition to the adopted son's claims to inherit the sovereignty, that i 
have little more to add than to express my concurrence in what has been 
adv.anccd. 
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111 1830 the elder branch of the late Ilajah's family, with whom 
the Treat}' of 1819 had been contracted, was dejiosed ibr an infringe- 
ment of hia engagements,' and for other reasons which the Government 
of India deemed of sufficient importanee to dircet his removal to 
Benares. 

His brother, the late Bajah, who recently died at Sattara, left no 
issue, but, a few hours pi-evious to his death, he adopted a youth distantly 
connected with the family ns his heir. 

Tlic rite of adoption is in strict accordance with Hindoo law and 
usage, and fully recognised b}' the British Government. 

The ceremony was duly performed at the suggestion and under 
the advice of the Brahmins, b}' which proceeding it obtained a religions 
character, and invested the adopted son with a title to the inheritance oi' 
the private rights and 25roperty of the deceased. 

Doubts, however, are now entertained, and I think very justly, of 
the right the boy possesses, under this adoption, to succeed to the sovc- 
reignt}' of the Sattara Territory. 

To render such claim to a Principality by adoption valid, the 
sanction of the Paramount Authority is, by established custom of tlie 
country, indispensable. That sanction has not been obtained, nor should 
it, I think, in the present instance, he granted, for the reasons assigned 
by the Governor General and in the other Minutes submitted. 

As the Government holds the right to confirm, the}’ have also the 
full power to withhold their sanction. 

Should it be ultimately decided that the adopted son of the latv 
Bajah shall succeed to the sovereignty of the Sattara Torriiv^vy, «v 
suggeslod by Sir G. Clerk, I am not awsire that any practical inv\'n\e- 
nicnce would res\d(i, in a Military point of Anew, from its being situabsi 
between two of o\»r IVivhdons. 

As a }y«'nevul vnlo, however, the absorption of sn\all IndepeMoObt 
Prineipalities, which hap\H'n to be snvnnuwhsl by onr tevritoxic'., WvV'i 
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alwaj's, in my o))inion, lend to ati/jmeni oiir power ; on the contrary, it 
appears to me that sncli a policy would he apt l,o wcalccn it (cxcojit in 
special cases) hy extending the llriiish j)osse(-'sionK beyond tlic linjits lo 
which our BU])crvision could be safely and elfectnally aflbrded. 


Copy of a Minuto by the ITo.vbiM: P, Mimxtt, — (elated Uio Cth SepUanbor 

The Minutes received from the Government of Uombay and tliat of 
the Governor General have exhaustfjd tliis very important subject, and 
I shall, therefore, confine myself to a brief record of my opinion upon it, 

3. Tt is to my mind clearly established as a constitutional principle 
that an adoption gives no title to succession to a Sovereignty or Princi- 
pality unless recognized and confirmed by the Paramount Power; and that 
the Paramount Power is unfettered in the exercise of its discretion to 
grant or withhold that confirmation save by the dictates of a sound 
policy as applicable to the circumstances of each particular ease. 

3. There is nothing in the Treaty of 1819 to warrant the infer- 
ence that the British Government intended to waive this prerogative in 
the case of the Sattara State : no reference is made to the right of adop- 
tion in the correspondence of the time, but the sujiremaey of the 
British Government is therein insisted on as a jioint of vital importance. 
As respects the Treaty of 1839, wc have the exjdicit declaration of the 
Governor of Bombay, by whom it w'as made, that no such intention 
was entertained by him, Tlic latcHajah admitted the princijile; the late 
Ex-llajah did not deny it; and the Sattara Slate acted upon it in its 
dealings with its own dependencies, 

4', On the general question of annexation I agree with those who 
think that, when, by the failure of heirs natural in the families of Nati\'e 
Princes or Chiefs, we acquire a title to territory on which no shadow of 
doubt rests, it is wise and politic to take the benefit of it, unless in any 
case special reasons exist for pursuing a different course. We bear an 
unequal burthen in having to ))rovide for the general defence and security 
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i*. III till' r.'v **'• tli*’ wliioli in 

ISIS Ksl tn tUf rr.Mlioti of th.’ J'ti!-’ of 8.nt!.ir.i no lonoor I'xi.*-!, or 
Ojvw*o' with or.MJU- fon.-, whil-l. on j-nlitiml, miiitnrv, and 

fin.nu-i.ll {inuvud'.', tluT-* ar.- jiow vtrotii; ro.i"'*n« for :ul«j>(it»o -m npjmsUc 
ft'urfO. Till’ ;i".iiinj>tioii <if the romilry l>y iis \v>ll nfli'ct injnrionsly only 
local inton"^l'*; tlicol.l niul ri".j>'vlalilc f.itntli<".' cutuiivtod w ith tin? Diirb.ir 
will lainoiit tlu' *-\tiiu'tion of tlic dyiia*.ty of Sivajci* and fci.*l tlic Io.<.s* of 
influence and «*injd<>yitii'nt ; and tin* unldcii Cf.oalion of the i‘\|ii>nditiiro 
occasioned hv the iin-^cnce of a Native Court will afleut the indust rion<; 
cl.is-sis in the city and its ncii'hhonrhood : the.se are ninonfj the iniinc- 
diate evils attendant ui>on all opeat chan”e.s, and, however much to be 
regretted, cannot be avoided. 

G, 1 agree with the Governor General that it is expedient to 
resume the Sattiira Territory and annc.\ it to our own. 

7. 3 concur in the propositions contained in the S5th, SCth, nnd 
30tli of his Minute regarding a provision for the Hancos and rctainons of 
the late Uajah and the foundling lie commended to our care, for his 
adopted son if the private property to which he is entitled prove insu(n> 
cient, and for the deserving servants of the State ; and that the changes 
in the Administration should he introduced gradually and tenderly. 

S. I also think, for the reasons stated in the 37th and 3Sth para- 
graphs, that it will he politic to allow a provision for the adopted son of 
the Ex-Rajah, whose claim to succeed to the Raj is of course inadmissible. 



cvi succj:ssion to run KKROwr.Kn ciirnrsirtr. 

Copj’ of n DcHpalcli from tlio llou’blo llio Court of DJrcctorfl,— (No. 4, <lnfctl 
Loiuluii, ilia 24tl) Jnnimry 1810.) 

.*5. The lute Ksijali «Hcil wilhoiit issue, hut niloplcd, a feu' hour .9 
previously' to his (Icatli, a hoy distantly related to his family. 

4. The adopiion, it is prc.«tlmcd, is valid in respect lo tlio jirivate 
property of the Kajah. The question is, whellier the ndoj>tcd son sliould 
ho iiormiltcd lo suceced lo the I’rineipality of Sattnra. 

G. 'J'liis fiuhject has heen niahircly considered first hy two suc- 
cessive Govcrtimonts of dlonihay and afterwards hy you : and most of 
the incmhcr.s, both of your Government and of that of Bombay, have 
recorded their fionlimcnts in Minutes whicli have been tninsmitted 
to ns. 

6. The questions for considcraUon nrejir^f, whethor we are hound 
hy Treaty or other positive obligation to idlow the transmission of 
the Sattarn lliij lo tidojited heirs ; and, MTomlljf, ns.suming that we are 
free from any such ohligatioii, whether such transmission would be 
expedient. 

7. Sir George Clerk has expressed on both these questions an opinion 
in the alTirmativc ; the negative is maintained hy his colleagues, Mr. 
lleid and jlfr. Willoughby, hj' his successor, Viscount falltlaud, and 
by your Government; the Governor General and two Members of Coun- 
cil having recorded that o])inion in ^Minutes. Sir T, II. Maddock, being 
absent from the rrcsidcncy, has not cxjircsscd his sentiments on the 
subject. 

8. We have read these various papers with the grcale.st attention, 
and have weighed all the considerations set forth in them with a deep 
sense of responsibility. The result of our deliberation is, that, concur- 
ring with you in opinion,, we are fully satisfied that by the genend 
law and custom of India a de])cndant Principality, like that of Sattam, 
cannot pass to an adopted heir without the consent of the Paramount 
Power; that wo are under no pledge, direefc or constructive, to give 
such consent; .and that the general interests commilted to our charge 
are best 'consulted by withholding it. 



Arpnxnix. 


cvu 


P. nic pretcn.cions fcI up in favor of the adopted son of the 
Ux-llajah hvitij; wljolly untenable, and all claims of collaterals being 
cxcludiil by the fact that none of them arc descended from the person 
in whose favor the Principality was created, the Ex-Rajah, Pertaub 
Singh, it folK'ws that the territory of Sattara has lapsed, in failure 
of heirs, to the jiowor which bestowed it, and we desire that it be 
annexed to the llritish dominions. 

^ ^ ^ ^ 


Copy of a Despatch from iho llon’hlo the Court of Directors, — (No. 34, dated 
Loudon, the 2nd August ISSt.) 

***** 

2. Tito R.njah of Jhansi adopted one of his cousins ns his son, and 
his widow has demanded that this hoy should be acknowledged as the 
future ruler of the Principality; but, after full consideration of our 
relations with this State, you have determined not to recognize the 
adoption as conferring any right to the succession. 

3. In li^Ol- a Treaty was conclndcd with Sheo Rao Bhow, Subadar 
of .lhansi ; that Engagement was merely personal. In 1517 the British 
Governinont “ resolved to declare the territory' of Jhansi to be hereditary 
in the family of the late Shoo Rao. Bhow, and to perpetuate with his 
heirs the Treaty concluded with the late Bhow ; accordingly, a Treaty 
was made nnth Rao Ram Chiind, grandson of Sheo Rao Bhow, by the 
second Article of which the British Government consents to acknowledse. 
and hereby constitutes, Rao Ram Clmnd, his heirs and successors, heredi- 
tary rulers of the territory enjoyed by the late Rao Sheo Bhow." By 
an indulgent construction of this Engagement, it was held not to be 
confined to the lineal descendants of Rao Ram Chund, but to extend to 
tlie lineal descendants of Shoo Rao Bhow. There is no such descendant 
now living, and we have no hesitation in approving your intention to annex 
the territory of Jhansi to the British possessions ; and yon will make 
such provision for the widow or widows of Gnngadhur Rao as you may 
deem expedient. 
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A. You come to a contrary iteoisiou in \\\ct case of tiic 

Tohroc State, which etamis” (you say) “in a tlitVorenl relation to 
the llritish Government,; and the Chief of this Stale having: died 
without issue, and without havinp: adopted a sou, you have direetwi 
such measures to he taken for its oontimianee under n Native ruler 
as seemed to you host, under the very peeadiar nnd comi>lieated cir- 
eumstancos of the ease.” 

f). ^Ijose circumstances were, that the late Hajah, Soojnn Sinph, 
was the adopted son of his predecessor, Tej Sin^h, to whom henppeans to 
have stood hy hirlh in the relation of a son of n limt cousin (Major 
Malcolm calls him 'rej Sin}»h’s aephew) j that Soojan Sinj^h had died at 
theatre of It), leaviu": a widow, hut no heir of his I)ody, nnd without 
hnviu" had reeomve to the eeremonj’ of adoption; hnvin;*’, liowover, 
nominal od a.s his successor Deva Singh, hy hirlh n linst cousin, nnd a 
man of mature age, who neeonhhigly edaimed the llaj, and whose, claim 
was supported hv one party in the Stale, having on their side the youthful 
widow of Soojan Singh ; and that, on the other hand, Deva Singh's claim 
was opposed hy a jiowerfnl section, at the head of which was the Sorace 
Itanee, who claimed the llaj for herself, heoause, though not the willow 
of Tej Singh, she was llegent. of the State for several yearn during 
the minority of the last, Jl.ajah, Soojan Singh. 

0, The nic.asnre taken hy yon under these cirenmsianoes was (ho 
approval of the snggi'stiou made hy the Political Agent., Major Mnlenhn, 
that the neighhonring lloondela Chiefs should nssemhle nnd indieate the 
nearest eollnleral lu'ir to the late ilnjnli cajiahle of adoption ; (liat this 
child should ho adopted hy Dnrayco Uance, the widow of the late Uajah; 
and that, when that adoj)l ion had heen made, the Soraee Uanee should 
hecome the actual ruler of the State under the title of llegent, her 
nnthority heing limited to the duration oftlie young llajah'a minority, 
or to that of his life if he should die during his minority. 

7. M'e agree with yon that there is an essential diflerenee hetween 
the ea'-es of .Than'^i and Tehroe (or Oorcha) ; and that, in the latter e.T-e, 
t'ne of the Native family, hy whom, n« rei’ognized in theTrenty of 1H12, 
this State lias Imvu held in po“S(.<.;i«>n for Hneeesstvi* generation*) during a 
lonjr coiir>e of ye.ars, sliontd ho jdneed on the guddei'. 
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8. _ If, therefore, a regular adoption of a successor to Soojan Singh 
had been made in due form, we should not have hesitated to give politi- 
cal effect to the adoption. 

9. No such adoption having taken place, we should have been 
prepared to sanction the succession of the nearest collateral heir, unless 
there was some such strong objection to the person who might stand 
in that relation to the Cliieiship as exists in the case of Deva Singh. 

10. In that case we should have approved of your selecting 
and placing on the throne the nearest heir to whom such an objection 
did not apply. 

11. It appears to us that this course would have prevented you 
having recourse to the Chiefs of neighbouring States, or forcing an adop- 
tion on the widow of Soojan Singh, or placing the Regency in the hands of 
the Soraee Bnnee, who seems little trustworthy ; and, whilst it would 
have been as little opposed to Hindoo customs as the arrangement which 
has been made, it would have placed both the succession and the Govern- 
ment of the country on a more intelUgible footing. 

12. Entertaining these opinions, we regret that, whilst we entirely 
concur in maintaining a Native ruler in this State, we are not able to 
express our approbation of the mode which you have adopted for attain- 
ing this end; and we must add that in this case, as in that of Kerowlee, 
it would have been better to have afforded the Government at Home the 
opportunity of pronouncing an opinion upon so novel an arrangement 
before you authorized Major Malcolm to carry it into effect. 


Copy of a Despatch to the Hon’ble the Court of Directors,— (No. 14, dated the 

8th February 1855.) 

"We have the honor to acknowledge your Despatch, No. St-, of 
1854, dated 2nd August last, in which you object to the orders passed 
by this Government on the ease of the Tehree succession, and express your 
opinion that "in this case, as in that of Kerowlee, it would have been 
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Ijelter to liavc afforded the Government at Home the opportunity of 
pronouncing an opinion upon so novel an arrangement before we 
authorized Major Malcolm to carry it into effect/^ 

2. It seems that in the case of Tehrce your llon’ble Court would* 
have gladly given political effect to an adoption^ and lhatj in the absence 
of an adoption, you would have sanctioned the elevation to the guddee of 
the nearest of kin, to whom no such objection as that which existed in 
the case of Deva Singh applied ; and you say that this course would have 
prevented the Government of India "from having recourse to the 
Chiefs of neighbouring States, or forcing an adoption on the widow of 
Soojan Singh, or placing the llegency in the' hands of the Soraee Kanee, 
who seems little trustworthy; and, while it would have been as little 
opposed to Hindoo custom as the arrangement which has been made, 
it would have placed both the succession and the Government of the 
country on a more intelligible footing/' 

3. In reply, we beg to submit the following observations for the 
consideration of your Ilon'ble Court : — 

4. On the 18th January 1854 the detailed Ilcport of the Political 

Agent on the affairs of Tchrec was received. 
daSistWannaJlSsi'. Report, after sketching briefly the 

history of the State and our connection with 
it since 1812, and alluding to recent occurrences, the Political Agent 
distinct ly states, that, though " nothing has yet taken place to disturb 
the tranquillity of Tehrec, the present arrangement cannot with safely 
be continued for any length of time,” and he requests that he " may be 
favored, mt early ue praelleahle, with the decieion of GovernmenC’ on certain 
])oints which he proceeds to sj)ccify : these relate to the claims advanced 
by Deo Singh, by the Ranee of the late Rajah Soojan Singh, and by the 
Soraee Ranee. This Report also informed the Government that there 
were two parties in Tchree entertaining the most virulent animosity 
and hostility to each other, the one licaded by the claimant, Deo 
Singh, and the other by the Soraee Ranee, and that, pending the 
final orders of the Government, the administration of the country w;w 
l)cing carried on by the Ministers of the late Rajah, "bad as they are.” 
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5. On the lllli February the Political Agojit, Major Afalcolin, 

Political Apont. No. 14, addrc-wcd tlio Government, atating that, 

dated uth February 1854. though cvcrj'tliing had hccn llj) to that tinio 
Ko? 207 ”''"'^ March, progressing favorably, the arrangejrient which ho 

had made “ought not, from tlio character of tint 
persons employed, to he continued for any length," and rcfjncHted again to 
be favored with the orders of Government “as earlg/ an primtinahto," 

6. On the 25th February the Governor General rewrded hi« 
opinion on the case, stating as his rea.son for doing ho v/ithoiit av/aiting 
th^ receipt of further information which had been promi/ted, that “ the 
Airent now urgently requests that the decision of the Government npon 
the main question of the succession may be annonuc'j'l without delay," 
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US were " that the neighbouring Boondela Chiers should be ashed to 

advise the Government of India as to who is the nearest collateral 

heir to the late Rajah capable of adoption : the boy who may be 

indicated by the Chiefs should be permitted to receive adoption from 

the Durayce Ranee, the undow of the late Rajah.” Your Ilon’ble Court, 

it is presumed, regard cither the reference, to neigbouring Chiefs, or 

the proposed adoption by the late Rajah’s wudow without his express 

permission, the " novel ” part of the arrangement. The first, however, is 

not, we submit, a new feature in cases of succession; the following 

instances will show that in an.alogous cases neighbouring Chiefs have been 

consulted : in the case of Ahmednuggur or Edur (which is noticed in 

• Li 1 w io the Governor General’s Minute, dated 2Gth 

Abstract, No. 12. ~ r i i \ 

liottor to Court, No. 12, Aiarch 1 8.53, on the case of Iverowlec,) questions 

dated 4th February 18ui. f,.jinicd and submitted to the Durbars of 

Oodeypoor, Jodhpoor, Jyepoor, Bickaneer, and Boondcc. 

9. Again, on the death of the Chief of Scckur, the pretensions of 
his half-brother, Bhyroo Singh, were disputed, and the point was referred 
to the Shekhawattee Chiefs for their opinion. 

10. In the States of Rajpootana it is a standing rule that the 
“ Chiefs and Councillors of the Principality ” shall be consulted in all 
doubtful cases of succession. 

11. These cases show that the tendency of the past practice of 
the Government in all disputed and doubtful questions of succession 
has been to consult the neighbouring Chiefs, wliosc position and personal 
knowledge qualify them to give a confident opinion. Indeed, in the 
case of Tehree, it would have been futile to consult the “ Chiefs and 
Councillors of the State” (supposing that had been the ordinary course), 
for two factions, virulently opposed to each other, divided the. State; 
and all whose advice might have been sought would have been found 
ranged on the side of the one party or the other, 

13. If, on the other hand, your Hon’ble Court regard the adoption 
by the Ranee, after the death of the Rajah, and without bis express 
permission, as the " novel” part of the “ arrangement,” wo beg to observe 
that, on the death of Ruttun Singh, of Bijawur (one of the Buudelkhund 
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States) , without male issue, the elder Ranee adopted Lutchmun Singh, 
which adoption was made apparentlj' without any express permission 
from the R.ajah, although a knowledge of his " intention” was alleged. 

13. Another notiihle instance of adoption by the Ranee, after 
the death of the Chief, and without express permission, in other 
than the States of Bundclkhund, is to be found in the case of the 
Gwalior succession, 1S2G-27. Dowlut Rao Sciudiah died 21st March 
1827. “Without the formal appointment of .any successor, either bj* 
adoption, by a regularly-executed Will, or by anj- distinct declaration 
on his dc.athbcd,” the Baiza Bace, his widow, adopted one Moogut 
Rao, who was inst.allcd on the ISth June 1827, under the name of 
Juukojee Rao Scindiah : this adoption was recognized by the Govern- 
ment of India. 

l-l. An instance in one of the Rajpoohana States also is mention- 
ed by i^Injor ^lalcolm in his letter, d.atcd Sth January ISSi, alluding 
(p.agc 23) to the rule that an adoption can only be made when the 
widow has obtained tlie assent of her husband to the same : he ob- 
serves that, though this m.ay be in strict accordance with Hindoo Law, 
it is not in conformity with practice, and he mentions, as within his 
own knowledge, the adoption of Tukht Singh by the widow of ]M.ann 
Singh, of Jodhpoor. 

15. But besides characterizing the “ afnangemeut” as “novel,” 
your Hon’blo Court indicate your preference for the selection of the 
nearest collateral .heir, and say that this would have prevented the 
Government of India from “ forcing an adoption on the widow of 
Soojan Singh, or placing the Regency in the hands of the Soraee Ranee, 
who seems little trustworthy.” On this part of the subject we would 
observe that the Government, having determined that Tehree should 
remain in the hands of a Nsitive ruler, and having to deal with a case 
almost unprecedented, had to select the course which w.is most c.alculated 
to conciliate and unite the contending parties in the State, to maintain 
tranquillity, and at the same time to do what was just. The course 
which appeared to us most likely to accomplish these ends, and also that 
most in consonance with usage, was to bring about an adoption, and 
no one but the Ranee of the late Chief could legally make an adoption. 

2 P 



exiv 


RiiooiwsioN 'I'O TiiK kkhowi.kk cinr.rfiiiir. 


Tliovo wnn no injiiBlion in eii1iin{» on ilio ‘Duvnyco l^inno io inalco nn 
ailoption, Tor in .linndollclninil foinnlo fiiifloOHHion iinpoiu-H to bn Imvrod, 
iind bIui wonld bo in ii biil.tor jiofiiUon ns Ibo ndo|)f.ivo inol>bnr oC llio 
fill, urn Gliiof, than if 1.ho noxt oollatoral hoir, poHnibly an udnlt, had ))onn 
Holuiiiod. 


10. And ns vpaponta tbo Sornno llannp, Major hfidoolm, tlinnp;b ill 
inoliiu'd lowards hnr, was donidndly of opinion that (bo l{pp;onn3' abonld bo 
conforrod on bor; sbo bad mana'^od tbo Stato Ibr olovon yoavs and niovO; 
possossnd fvroat inilnonoo, bad tbo auiiport of tbo stronffont ])arl,y in (,bo 
Stivl.0, and was most likoly (,o “onforco (bo anl,bori(,y ol’ Guvp.rnninnl, 

and Ibo muinlxinanoo of ordor." All l.bpso points 

Gororaor Onunriirn Jfl- \voro fully disonssod in (bo flovornov OnnnraPH 
lailn, (iii(i<a 2r)Ui l''nliraitry i i 

isij'i, Minnto on tbo oaso, and (.boronUio tbo objootions 

to tbo Boleotion of tbo nnxt oolbdoral boir worn 
s(,a(,od ns boini^ coni, vary to all law and nsoRO, and oortnin to pn(, 
an end to all bopo of prosorvinR' trancjnillil,y ; bosidos, it was shown by 

Major ^^aloobn in (bo lot(or above oitod, (,lm(, 
i(> would bo a task of very f;r«al, dlllloiilty (o 
doolaro who was tbo noavcsl, collalcral boirj all, 
to bavo any protonsions wind, over, wore very 


No. 10, (lalflil 7Ui 
rimry ISfi l,. 


who conld 1)0 supposed 
distant indoed. 


17. Wo (,ruBt tba(; tbo pvooodinf? voinarks will Ma(,iHfy your Tfon'Iilo 
Court that tbo dolay which would bavo boon inonrrod by awal(,in" the 
expression of your pleasuro in tbo oaso of 'J'obroo was forbidden by (,bo 
tbroatoninn; aspoct of alfairs ar(,or I, bo don(,b of l,bo llajab, and would, in 
all probabili(,y, have proved injurious; I, bat, (,bo oourso of (,bo (lovornmenl 
in oonsuKiinp; tbo noi|:j;bbour!np' Chiefs on a fpiosl,ion of doubtful sueocs- 
sion was not wi(,boul jirocedeut ; and (bat its act in Kano(,ionin|>; an ndop(,ion 
by tbo widow, (,bou;^b no oxi)ress autborh.y from l,be doooasod husband 
sbonld bo proved, was not novel. 

Yonr TIon'blo Court, in yonr Despalcb on 'I’olireo, incidonlnlly 
obsorvo (bal, tbo Homo Autbori(,ie3 should bavo boon allowed an o))por- 
(,uni(,y of pronouneiuH: an opinion on tbo Korowleo oaso boforo (,bn suo- 
oossion of Mnddun Pal was allowed ; but a soparalo Deflpa(,oh, doled 
btli .Tuly last,, on tbo subjoet of Korowleo, baa boon roooived, and in I, bo 
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9th and lOth paras, of it 3 'ou take exception to the course followed by the 
Government, observing' “ so far as we had given an opinion, our opinion 
had been given in favor of Bhurt Pal, and there was no necessity for 
iinmcdialc action, ns the people of Kerowlee would not have suffered by 
the continuance of British management for a few months longer.” 

18. IVilh regard to these remarks of your Hon'ble Court, we beg 
to state that, though the rebellion at Narowlco in favor of Muddun Pal 
had been repressed b}’ the promptitude and vigor of Sir H. Lawrence's 
proceedings, and though, since that demonstration, no disturbances had 
occurred in Kerowlee, and the active movement in favor of Muddun Pal 
had npparcnll}' subsided, the question of the succession to the vacant 
throne had been pending since Julj’’ 1852, or for a period of 18 months, 
and the further postponement of our decision until 3 ’our pleasure might be 
expressed would, perhaps, have been hazardous. There seemed the less 
ncecssit 3 * for such postponement as the point previously submitted to 
3 'our Ilon’blc Court was not a pereonal one between the two kinsmen, 
Bhurt Pal and ^luddun Pal, but a general one, viz., whether there should 
be 0113 * adoption at all, and also because Sir H. Lawrence’s elaborate 
Heport left no room to doubt that the adoption of Bhurt Pal was wholly 
informal, and that Muddun Pal was the rightful successor to the throne 
of Kerowlee. 

19. In the lltli paragraph of your Despatch, No. 30 of 185i, dated 
5 th Jul 3 *, you express a hope that "the previous opinion of this Govern- 
ment has not been made known at Kerowlee, otherwise we should regret 
excee(lingl 3 ' such an appearance of the want of sufficient consideration 
on the part of the Government.” 

SO. In answer to this, we can assure your HonTde Court that 
neither the orders which were first issued, under date the SOth July 1852, 
desiring the Governor General’s Agent to “ discountenance ” an adoption, 
nor the opinion subsequently expressed by us favoring the Tahdify of 
the adoption of Bhurt Pal, ■was divulged at Kerowlee. In communicat- 
ing the former to the Political Agent at Kerowlee, Colonel Low addressed 
Vi^m in the Secret Department j and, as regards the latter, the proclama- 
tion which Colonel Low issued is most cautiously worded, and gives no 
inkling whatever of the opinion which we had expressed : it merely 
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SUCCKSSION TO TIIK Kf.nOWLrE CUIKISHIP. 


informs the people that the case has been rcfcnrcrl to the Ilon’hlc Court ; 
that, pending; orders, people had heller he quiet ; and that llioFC who 
disregard this injunction will he pcvcrcly punished. As there is now no 
question of any step to be taken in the cases of Tchroc and Kcrowlce, 
and ns this letter discusses the propriety of orders issued by the Governor ' 
General in Council before ^fessrs. Grant and Peacock were !Membcrs of 
the Government these gentlemen deem it becoming to abstain from any 
expression of opinion on the subject. 




